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DEDICATION

This magazine is purely dedicated to our
teachers. Their constant support and
encouragement are the foundational reasons
for the accomplishment of this magazine. All
gratitude goes to them. They showed us a
path for exhibiting our endeavors. Their
dedication, patience, and determination have
allowed us to pursue our ambitions. We are
forever grateful to you for making us explore
enlicghtenment, wisdom, and potential.
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MESSAGLES

Editor in-Chief’s Message:

As an Editor-in-Chief, Politico Vista,
and Head of the Department, I am
overjoyed to congratulate the
Department of International
Relations on this remarkable
milestone. The launch of the latest
edition of Politico Vista magazine is
a testament to the exceptional work
being produced within our esteemed
department.

The dedication and hard work of the
entire editorial team, as well as the
invaluable contributions of our
writers, have been instrumental in
the success of Politico Vista. This
magazine serves as a platform to
showcase the exceptional talents and
achievements of our community,
and I am immensely proud of what

we have accomplished together.

I would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to each and every
member of the Department of
International Relations, and it is my
sincere hope that Politico Vista will
continue to be a source of immense
pride for our department.

Regards,

Editor-in-Chief, Politico Vista,
E-magazine

Dr. Syed Shahab-ud-din

Head of the  Department,
International Relations
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As an advisor of "Politico Vista" quarterly

Volume 7", April To June 2024

magazine. I would like to congratulate the
entire department as we are going to
showcase the best creative endeavors of our
students regarding international and
national affairs. Our magazine’s main
objective is to focus on enhancing the
analytical writing capabilities of students.
This platform is going to give students a
robust opportunity to be groomed and their
pieces of work to be recognized
internationally. ~All  students, alumni,
teachers and analysts all over the world are
welcome to eagerly take part in this
milestone. All their achievements will also
be highlighted in this magazine.

My special accolades go to those who have
been  working  tirelessly = for  the
accomplishment of this magazine.

Regards,
Politico Vista's Advisor,
Dr. Faisal Javaid,

Assistant Professor, International
Relations.
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“Politico-vista” for becoming the
first ever magazine of the
Department of International
Relations, Federal Urdu University
Karachi. International Relations
change constantly and largely
depend wupon current affairs.
Therefore there is always a dire need
of a magazine to cover all these
changing scenarios happening all
around the world. Politico-Vista is
an IR magazine which captures all
national and international issues
quite accurately with genuine
information.

I wish all the best to the team of
Politico-vista in  their future
endeavors.

Regards,

Dr. Mamnoon Ahmad Khan,

Assistant Professor of the
Department, International
Relations.
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e | am really enthusiastic about
Politico  Vista, the  Quarterly
Magazine which is going to be
published under the Department of
International Relations and is a
source of inspiration for other
departments and Federal Urdu
University and for other universities
too. In this magazine, our readers
will find writings on international
conflicts, international problems,
international economy, and
characteristics of the national and
International ~ personalities  and
important issues of the world.
Certainly, this magazine will play an
important role in the growth and
promotion of the subject of visionary
readers leading to leaders. In
addition to this all students, teachers

and writers are encouraged to send
their piece of works for publication
in our magazine.

I would like to congratulate Dr.
Faisal Javaid on achieving this
landmark with a dynamic editorial
team. Publication of this magazine
will gain considerable popularity in
the future.

Regards,
Dr. Asghar Ali Dashti,

Assistant Professor, International
Relations.
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e It is a matter of immense pleasure
for me to pen down a message for
the first ever students' bilingual
E-magazine named '"Politico Vista"
published by the students of the
Department of International
Relations, Federal Urdu University.
Indeed, the editorial team is doing a
commendable job. I have witnessed
that they cover up the very
contemporary issues of International
Relations which are of prime
concern. No discipline can reach the
epitome of success until it is
connected  with  contemporary
events.

I wish all the best in their endeavors.
Regards,
Dr. Muhammad Arif Khan

Assistant Professor of the
Department, International
Relations.
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Editor’s Message:

In an era defined by profound interconnectivity and global integration, the
acquisition of comprehensive knowledge pertaining to geopolitics, finance,

foreign policy, and contemporary world events has become an imperative. It is
with great pleasure that we introduce Politico Vista, a distinguished
publication that caters to this very need, offering insightful updates on national and
international politics, among other significant developments.

Our magazine serves as a conduit for fostering a deeper understanding of the intricacies of
global affairs, catering not only to students specializing in International Relations, but also to
individuals hailing from diverse academic disciplines who seek to attain a profound
comprehension of the ever-evolving world stage. We take immense pride in announcing that,
within a remarkably brief span of time, we have established ourselves as a trusted and timely
purveyor of information, owing to the unwavering dedication and tireless efforts of our
esteemed team.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to our magazine's advisor, editor-in-chief, and esteemed
faculty for their invaluable guidance and unwavering support, which have served as
indispensable cornerstones in the attainment of this momentous milestone. I wish to express my
deepest gratitude to the entire Politico Vista team, whose diligence and unwavering
commitment have been instrumental in bringing this endeavor to fruition. It has been an honor
and privilege to collaborate with such an exceptional group, and I'm deeply thankful to
Batch-13 for their invaluable assistance in making Politico Vista a reality.

Regards,
Erum Naz

Editor, Politico Vista
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Co-Editor’s message:

=%
| S As a Co-Editor of First student bilingual magazine named Politico Vista, I am
i/ h \h? proud to be a part of this magazine, and I am very grateful to the honorable
) editor-in Chief, advisors, and editor for giving me the opportunity to work in this
magazine as a co-editor. In this era of globalization, it is becoming important for everyone to be
aware of national and international affairs, situations, and conflicts. This magazine is
contributing to the understanding of international politics by observing the current rapid
changes at the international level and integrating the current affairs in international politics for
the students. I hope as co-editor I'll make a massive improvement in Politico Vista's upcoming
issues. This magazine is informative and useful, especially for students of International

Relations.
Regards,
Abdul Rahman,

Co-Editor, Politico Vista

11
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Editorial Team’s Messages:

As the Sub-Editor of Politico Vista,
I am honored to play a pivotal role

in a magazine that stands as a vital

platform for students in International
Relations and various social science
disciplines. It's a testament to the

commitment and dedication of emerging
scholars and passionate readers of national
and international affairs. The privilege of
contributing to this magazine is heightened
by the unwavering support of our esteemed
Magazine’s advisor, and the entire faculty.
This bilingual quarterly magazine is not just
a publication; it's a manifestation of an idea
born from student's goodwill and shaped
by their hands.Being a part of this venture is
more than an honor; it's a responsibility I
embrace  with  enthusiasm. As an
International Relations student, Politico
Vista provides an invaluable Platform for
refining my writing skills and exploring the
intricacies of the global stage. Each issue is a
progressive step towards setting an
international standard, and I am excited to
contribute to making Politico Vista a beacon
of insightful perspectives and nuanced
discourse in the realm of international
affairs. As an e-magazine, we aim to offer
unparalleled opportunities to all political
enthusiasts. Join us on this exciting journey,
where the power of words meets the impact

of informed dialogue.
Regards,
Taba Sagheer

Sub-Editor,layout designer of Politico

Vista.

As a student of International
Relations, I consider myself

exceptionally  fortunate to
have been granted the opportunity to serve
as a Sub Editor for the esteemed student
magazine, "POLITICO VISTA." Throughout
my involvement in the magazine's last four
issues, I have not only reaped tremendous
academic benefits but have also had the
invaluable chance to cultivate and refine the
indispensable skills that are essential for an
International Relations student. What truly
this
groundbreaking approach, which actively

distinguishes magazine is its
encourages and embraces the contributions
of newcomers, enabling them to express
their unique perspectives and viewpoints
through this extraordinary platform. I am
genuinely grateful to the magazine's
esteemed advisor, accomplished
editor-in-chief, and the entire exceptional

editorial team of Politico Vista.
Warm regards,
Anees Qambrani

Sub Editor, Politico Vista

12
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I am delighted to connect with
you as we embark on another
Vista
E-Magazine. It is with great enthusiasm and

chapter of Politico
gratitude that I share my journey with you,
having honed my writing skills and gained
invaluable experiences as a part of this
esteemed publication.Working alongside a
team dedicated to journalistic excellence, I
have not only delved into the intricate
world of politics but also cultivated the art
of effective communication. The lessons
learned and the challenges overcome have
significantly contributed to my growth as a
As readers, your
and feedback have been

writer and editor.
engagement
instrumental in shaping the direction of our
content. I want to express my sincere
appreciation for your continued support
and encourage you to join us in this
dynamic exploration of political landscapes.
Here's to the power of words, the pursuit of
knowledge, and the shared journey of
understanding the world around us. Thank
you for being an integral part of the Politico

Vista E Magazine community.
Warm regards,
Sanjay Nijar

Head Assistant Editor, Politico Vista

I'm thrilled to step into the role of
Assistant Editor at Politico Vista
E-Magazine, and I couldn't be

more excited about the journey ahead. Our
mission is to make the world of politics not
just informative but exhilarating. Politico
Vista is your passport to an electrifying
adventure through the political landscape.
We're not just a magazine; we're your
political confidants, your window into the
corridors of power, and your companions
on this thrilling expedition. Our team of
exceptional writers and editors are like
cartographers, mapping the ever-shifting
terrain of politics. Together, we'll navigate
through the complex, mysterious, and
sometimes dramatic world of policies,
power plays, and personalities.We believe
in the power of dialogue, and your thoughts
are a guiding star for us. Feel free to share
your views, your wildest political dreams,
or the topics that keep you up at night.
We're here to fuel your curiosity, answer
your questions, and provide you with the
insights you need to be a savvy navigator of
the political sphere. So, let's embark on this
exhilarating journey together, unearthing
the stories, uncovering the facts, and
unraveling the mysteries of politics. We're
not just a magazine; we're your fellow
explorers in the fascinating world of

politics. Stay tuned for the ride of a lifetime.
Warmly,
Amir Nazir

Assistant Editor ,Politico Vista

13



Politico Yista

Volume 7", April To June 2024

Thank you for granting me the
privilege of
assistant editor. I am grateful for

serving as your

the opportunity to be a part of this quarterly
magazine called Politico Vista, a magazine
that is renowned for its commitment to
journalistic ~ excellence. I

gratitude to the entire editorial team for

extend my

entrusting me with this significant role.I am
eager to enhance the quality and accuracy
of our content while upholding the

magazine’s esteemed standards. I am
dedicated to contributing to its continuous
growth and upholding the level of editorial
excellence it has become known for.Joining
this magazine is not just a professional

milestone for me; it is a chance to be a part

of something truly exceptional. The
magazine’s unwavering dedication to
journalistic integrity, coupled with its

unparalleled ability to stay abreast of
current news, fills me with admiration and
pride.

Regards,

Noreen Basheer

Assistant Editor, Politico Vista

As the Assistant Editor at Politico
Vista E-Magazine, I am thrilled to

and editors who are dedicated to making

join a team of exceptional writers

politics not only informative but also
exhilarating.Our mission is to be your
political confidants, your window into the
corridors of power, and your companions
on this thrilling expedition. With our
expertly crafted content, we aim to navigate
the complex and ever-shifting terrain of
the
unraveling the mysteries of this fascinating
world. We believe in the power of dialogue

politics,  uncovering facts and

and welcome your thoughts and views to
guide us on this journey. So, let's embark on
this electrifying adventure together and
become savvy navigators of the political
sphere.

Warm Regards,
Aabiya Batool

Assistant Editor and graphic designer of
Politico Vista.

14
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As a student of International

Relations. I am incredibly

honored and happy to be a part
of this quarterly magazine. Politico Vista is
a remarkable magazine that stands out for
its unmatched content quality and its ability
to cover a wide spectrum of political, social,
and international conflicts. The distinct
attributes of Politico Vista that I find most
admirable are its comprehensive analysis,
pieces that provoke thinking, and its
fresh

perspective on various issues. Being a part

commitment to presenting a
of this Magazine it fills me with immense
pride and enthusiasm. Thank you for
providing a platform for insightful and
progressive discourse. I look forward to
continuing this incredible journey with

the team of Politico Vista.
Regards,
Zoha Hakeem

Assistant Editor , Politico Vista

I am honored and thrilled to extend
./ my warmest greetings as the
‘\ Assistant Editor of Politico Vista
magazine. Being a part of this esteemed
publication has been an incredible journey,
allowing me to explore the intricate layers
of politics and share compelling stories that
shape our world. In this issue, we continue
our commitment to delivering insightful
analyses, thought-provoking articles, and
exclusive interviews that shed light on the
political landscape. It has been a privilege to
work alongside a talented team, dedicating
our efforts to bringing you in-depth
perspectives and diverse viewpoints. I am
immensely grateful for your support and
readership, which motivates us to excel
with each issue. Your enthusiasm fuels our
that

informs, inspires, and challenges the status

determination to deliver content

quo. Thank you for being an integral part of
the Politico Vista community.

Warm regards,

Shazia Batool

Assistant Editor and layout designer of
Politico Vista

15
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Politico Vista is a testament to the
numerous fields of knowledge

that form our perception of the
world as we navigate the varied terrains of
national and international affairs. We aim to
combine the international and the local in
every issue by combining knowledgeable
book reviews, captivating narratives, and
timeless wisdom written in both Urdu and
English with perceptive biographies. We are
on a journey of discovery, inquiry, and
celebration of the diverse range of human
experience. You will discover a variety of
viewpoints in these pages, all adding to the
colorful fabric of our general
understanding. I am delighted to be a part
of this intellectual journey as Assistant
Editor, and I cordially encourage you to
delve into the wealth of narratives and
perspectives that lie ahead.I hope that
'Politico  Vista'

information that illuminates the globe,

will be a source of

encouraging dialogue and an expanded
awareness of the interdependence of the
world that we live in.

Regards,
Muhammad Hamza Bhutto

Assistant Editor, Politico Vista

<o I want to sincerely thank you for
The
the
magazine are greatly influenced by our
readership and feedback, for which I am

your ongoing  assistance.

direction and content of

incredibly grateful. We have worked hard to
provide you with an extensive choice of
topics that appeal to a wide range of
interests because we are devoted to
providing content that encourages, engages,
and informs. My goal is to give you an
enjoyable  reading
everything from the newest technological

experience,covering

trends to vintage cultural studies.
Regards,

Syed Ali Ain

Assistant Editor, Politico Vista

16
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Our lives are full of uncertainty,
falls
shilly-shally. To be a part of this

and rises and and

spiffing and grandiose e-magazine. It is the
greatest honor to tag my name on this
wonderful artwork.This will be the biggest
and most fragrant turning point of my life
and experiences. I am excited that my
uttermost efforts will pay off and that I will
learn things that I never anticipated before.
The understanding and liaison between the
members is sublime and admirable, and it
will be a fabulous example to others who
would like to learn how to work as a
team.When we work as a team, it'll surely
stimulate us to fly, and it is our deep
responsibility to bring everyone together,
and join hands, and never let anyone go and
give up. Finally, I appreciate everyone’s
efforts and extol them for being a part of
this exciting and offbeat e-magazine.

Regards,
Jamal Ud Din

Assistant Editor, Politico Vista

I am very pleased to be a part of
the Editorial Team at Politico Vista
E-Magazine as a  Graphics
Designer and ready for a visual odyssey
that promises to re-educate your experience
Vista

traditional newspaper boundaries. There is

in politics.  Politico transcends
a canvas waiting for the brushstrokes of
visual storytelling. As your visual guide,
my goal is to turn the complexity of politics
into a spectacular masterpiece and put
dynamic and engaging design on every
page.Like master craftsmen, me and our
team of artists will carefully craft the
images, deftly navigating the dynamic
political landscape. Through clever layouts,
graphics, and thoughtful design

we aim to breathe life into

clear
elements,
structure, power dynamics, and
with minimal
understanding  the

dialogue, your insights are a guiding star

personalities impact. By

power of visual
that influences our design choices. Your
input on how visuals can elevate your
reading experience is invaluable, whether
through innovative infographics, dynamic
layouts, or engaging visuals. In our journey
together into fascinating politics, we
discover that the role of the artist extends
beyond mere aesthetics. It's about creating a
visual language that is not only informative

but also entertaining.
Regards,
Muhammad Fahad

Assistant Editor and graphic designer of
Politico Vista

17
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I am thrilled to extend a hearty

welcome to each one of you as we
unveil the latest edition of Politico
Vista! As the cartoonist and assistant editor,
it brings me immense joy to share the
culmination of our team’s dedication and
creativity. In the world of ink and humor, I,
Mugadas Razzaq, take pride in contributing
my whimsical touch to the pages of this
magazine. Each stroke of the pen is crafted
with the intention to tickle your funny bone
and, perhaps, offer a different perspective
on the political landscape. I would like to
express my sincere gratitude to our talented
authors, the diligent editorial team, and all
the wonderful individuals who have
generously volunteered their time and skills
to make this magazine a success. Their
passion and commitment shine through the
pages you hold in your hands. So, dear
readers, as you flip through the engaging
content of Politico Vista, know that every
cartoon is a labor of love, a dash of humor
in the midst of serious discussions. I hope
my cartoons bring a smile to your face and
add a touch of lightness to your exploration
of the complex world of politics. Thank you
for being a part of our readership.

Regards,
Mugqadas Razzaq

Assistant Editor and cartoonist of Politico
Vista

18
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3rd Undergraduate Poster Conference
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Simulation on Formulation of Foreign Policy
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Inauguration Ceremony of the Russian Language Center
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EDITOR’S SHELF

Mote: This section of our magazine will bring analysis on recent
geopolitical issues, international research papers and review of
books by the Editorand Co-editor,

THE END OF HISTORY AND THE LAST MAN

Francis Fukuyvama

ukuyama's seminal work, "The
End of History and the Last
Man", is a idea-scary and
insightful exploration of human political
evolution. Fukuyama argues that liberal
democracies represent the final stage of
the
records". He masterfully weaves collectively

improvement, marking "cease of
historical evaluation, philosophical inquiry,
and political critique to give a compelling

narrative.

The “last man” in Fukuyama’s e-book name
is the kind of person who will live whilst
records has reached its end —that is, when
absolutely everyone is satisfied with society
and no new social ideal will upset it. There
will nevertheless be occasions, however no
wars and history as such: not anything
fundamental will change.

Fukuyama's central argument is that human
records has been pushed by way of the
preference for reputation and dignity, which
has led to the development of liberal
democracies because the maximum rational
and just shape of presidency. He examines
the strengths and weaknesses of liberal
democracies, critiquing alternative styles of
governance and reflecting at the capability
situations those

demanding facing

structures.

Through a rich and engaging narrative,
Fukuyama probes the human condition,
illuminating the complexities of our shared
experience. He draws on a wide range of
from Plato to Nietzsche, and
engages with the ideas of prominent

thinkers like Hegel and Marx.

sources,

This book is a testament to Fukuyama's
erudition and passion for understanding

23



Politico Yista

Volume 7", April To June 2024

humanity's political journey. While some
may disagree with his conclusions, the book
remains a seminal work in political
philosophy, offering valuable insights into

the nature of human political development.

Well, the has left me with combined
feelings. On one hand, I respect the writer's
good sized expertise and insightful analysis.
On the other hand, I can not assist however
experience that his critical argument - that
liberal democracies represent the final level
of human political improvement - is overly
simplistic and neglects the complexities of

human nature.

As I delved into the e- book, I found myself
questioning if Fukuyama's speculation is
based totally extra on idealism than fact.
History has shown us again and again that
societies are prone to cycles of rise and fall,
and that no device is resistant to the flaws of
human nature. Plato's phrases echoed in my
mind:

"EVERY SHAPE OF GOVERNMENT
TENDS TO PERISH BY USING EXTRA
OF ITS BASIC PRINCIPLE."

Fukuyama's reliance on ideological
constructs just like the "End of History"
neglects the dynamic nature of human

societies and the everlasting quest for

strength and assets. He also fails to
adequately address the criticisms of liberal
democracies, inclusive of profits inequality
and the awareness of strength.

What struck me most, but, become the
shortage of interest given to the human
revel in. The book focuses closely on
ideological ~and  political  constructs,
however neglects the emotional, social, and
cultural elements of human nature. It's as
though Fukuyama has forgotten that
human beings aren't simply rational beings,
emotional and

however additionally

religious ones.

Despite my criticisms, I renowned that "The
End of History and the Last Man" is a
treasured contribution to the sector of
political philosophy. However, I trust that
the book falls brief of its bold claims, and
that the look for a extra perfect union keeps.

"The End of History and the Last Man" is a
e-book that demanding situations our

assumptions approximately human
societies and political systems. While it is
able to no longer convince everybody, it is a
thought-provoking that merits to be read

and debated.

Editor, Politico Vista , Erum naz
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INTERNATIONAL,NATIONAL AND
SOCIETAL AFFAIRS

BY DRONA BANDYOPADHYAY

ISLAM AND BANGLADESH: A HISTORICAL TRACING

angladesh is a  young

Muslim-majority country in the

Indian sub-continental region.
More than 90% of the population adheres to
the Islamic faith. It has the fourth-largest
Muslim population in the world. Among all
the linguistic communities across the globe,
the Bengali-speaking Muslims are only
second to the Arabic-speaking ones. In the

Indian subcontinent, Bengali Muslims are
the largest Muslim ethnic group.

The constitution of the country contains
multiple Islamic stipulations, including that
of Islam as a state religion.Bangladesh is the
former eastern part of the Bengal region.

Bengali is the language of the land, and
Islam is the dominant religion. Bengal has
nearly 1000 years of Islamic history and
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tradition. Through a long and steady
evolutionary process, Bengal became a
Muslim majority.

The Bengali Muslims have a distinct history
and culture of their own. They have their
own dress, culinary style, folk practices, etc.
They are separate from other Bengalis,

especially Bengali Hindus and other
Muslim communities of the Indian
subcontinent.

But there is a historical dilemma within this
Bengali Muslim community. The focal point
of the dilemma is whether they are Bengali
first or Muslim first. The root cause behind
the rise of this dilemma is that before the
advent of Islam, the predecessors of the
present Bengali Muslim community lived in
Bengal, followed Bengali lifestyles, and
spoke Bengali.

Though in Bengal there is a small but
significant Urdu-speaking Muslim section
that prefers Urdu over Bengali and does not
relate themselves to the Bengali-speaking
Muslim impoverished Muslim masses, It
would be an overriding imperative to
mention here that many of the families of
prominent Bengali Muslim public figures
like Mir Mosharraf
Rokeya, Begum Sufia Kamal, politician

Hossain, Begum
Fazlur Rahman, legal luminary Kamal
Hossain, and more used Urdu in place of
Bengali within their domestic circles half a
century ago.

Time and again, the Urdu-speaking
Muslims and Muslims from outside Bengal
and the Indian subcontinent have taken
social initiatives to transform the Bengali

Muslims into Muslims only. From the 19"

century till date, it has continued, and in the
last 150 years, this transformational process
has been largely successful, with some
broad and bright exceptions like the sparks
and spikes of some brilliant personalities
like Kazi Nazrul Islam,S. Wajed Ali, and
Syed Mujtoba Ali, as well as epoch-making
historic events like the Language Movement
of 1952 and the Liberation War of 1971.

Bengali Muslims love Islam blindly. They
love their motherland affectionately. They
were against the domination of East Bengal
by the West Pakistani ruling elite, but not
against the state of Pakistan. Pakistan is the
citadel of Islam and the homeland of
Muslims in the Indian subcontinent. There
was no rhyme or reason to revolt against the
entire Pakistani state. Pakistan is more an
ideology than a state. At the macro level,
Bengali Muslims were not against the
Pakistan. This is
Bangladesh has started to become a Bengali
Pakistan since 1972.

ideology  of why

The
Pakistan,

separation of East from

the
Pakistan, and the rise of Hindu majority

Bengal
eventual weakening of
India as a significant world power gave

impetus to the Islamic resurgence in
Bangladesh at a primary stage in the
post-Partition  period.The Muslims of
Bangladesh felt insecure due to the breakup
of Pakistan, but the opening of substantial
opportunities for the middle class paved the
way for the political sustainability of the

newly created poverty-ridden Bangladesh.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, or popularly
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib has been a
seasoned politician since his youth in the
1940s. He deeply understood the collective

26



Politico Yista

Volume 7", April To June 2024

psyche of the Bengali Muslims. As he was
their most popular and charismatic leader
in his time, it was crystal clear to him that
had a

relationship with their Hindu counterparts

Bengali  Muslims complex
and were most vocal for the realisation of
Pakistan. They might
grievances against the West Pakistani ruling
class, but the political ideas behind the

Pakistan Movement and the concept of the

have serious

state of Pakistan in the Indian subcontinent
were very religiously dear to them. In this
socio-political background, Mujib started
the process of Islamization in Bangladesh
despite having a secular constitution.

After the brutal murder of Mujib and most
of his family members in August 1975, it
was the military regime of different juntas.
Both Zia and Ershad accelerated the process
of Islamization in the 1970s and 1980s. The
constitution was changed, and the state
became Islamic.In the same period the
significant international events had created
a fertile ground for a euphoric resurgence of
Islam. The boom in oil economy in Gulf,
Islamic revolution in Iran, anti -Communist
Afghan Jihad and consequential worldwide
spread of Jihadist network including in
Kashmir of India were some of major
events-cum-themes in the world politics.

The flood funding of Islamic education and
culture by Wahabi and Salafi lobbies of the
oil rich Arab states and contemporaneous
decline and demise of the erstwhile USSR
led Socialist Bloc had emboldened the
Islamic groups and encouraged the people
to be more inclined with radical version of
Islam in Bangladesh.

The disreputable role of various intelligence
networks also started to straighten the
fanatical activities out in
with

Afghan, Indian and Bangladeshi religious

anti-India

collaboration various Pakistani,
groups. This was also another factor for the
revival of radical brand of politically
absolutism in

motivated Islamic

Bangladesh.

The politics of Zia and Ershad and their
successors in Bangladesh is not of radical
Islamism rather espousal of Bengali Muslim
nationalistic sentiments and emotions.
Mujib was the forefather of this brand of
politics in independent Bangladesh which
bore consonance with the Muslim politics of
undivided Bengal since ill-famed 1905
Partition which laid the social and political
foundations in undivided Bengal for the
creation of Pakistan in 1940s.

The
right-wing Islamic political parties and

deleterious  politics of extreme
others has a clear objective with clarified
ideological moorings. They simply want an
Islamic political revolution in capturing
state power in Bangladesh. Though there
are subtle ideological and interpretational
differences among different Islamic parties.
In this point it can be said that there are
serious variances between the anti-Deoband
Jamat e Islami and the loose conglomerate
Madrasa-based

Hefazat e Islam. But they have broad

of pro-Deoband Qaumi

similarities in the realisation of an Islamic
state based on Koranic principles and
policies modelled the
‘Riyasat-e-Madina” or ‘Nizam-e-Mustafa’.
These religious organisations
openly and follow the present Constitution

on notion of

function
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and laws of the land in a broad and wide
frame.

Beside these extreme but law-abiding
Islamic political forces, there are many
underground Islamic organisations that are
militant and follow violent ways and
means. They have nefarious connections
with various Islamic lobbies and forces
worldwide. They are utterly violent, believe
in the complete destruction of constitutional
rule, and fight for the establishment of an
Islamic state. But they lack strength of all
sorts.

In the social sphere, there are numerous
Islamic NGOs and charity bodies that
receive aid from all over the world and
work for the welfare of Muslims with an
ulterior motive to Islamize society. These
covertly fanatical bodies also have a
depraved nexus with various open and
underground Islamic political organisations.

In conclusion, it can be said that Bengali
Muslims are Muslims first. It will be
appropriate to call them Muslim Bengalis.
Society has become Islamized through
different stages of historical transformation.
The social reformation and modernization
in Bengali Muslim society also have a
history, but they are not strongly buttressed
in social and familial fabrics.

The writer is an Assistant Professor, West
Bengal Education Service and Presently posted
at Dr. AP] Abdul Kalam Govt. College, Kolkata,
West Bengal, India.
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BY SHEEREIN JAFFERI

COMPLEXITIES OF IRAN-ISRAEL STANDOFF

he Iran-Israel standoff, a major
geopolitical issue in the
contemporary period, is a
complex interplay of historical rivalries,
cultural disparities, and regional power
disputes. This long-running conflict is
heavily influenced by several historical
events, most significantly the founding of
the State of Israel in 1948 and Iran's Islamic
Revolution in 1979. Religious differences
between the Jewish state of Israel and the
Islamic Republic of Iran intensify the
situation, often intertwining with political
views and fueling hostility. The regional
power dynamics, particularly Iran's pursuit
of nuclear capabilities and Israel's efforts to
maintain its military edge add a new degree

of complication. To fully understand this
standoff, it is necessary to analyze both
nation's viewpoints, geopolitical objectives,
national interests, as well as regional
dynamics.

HISTORICAL ANTECEDENTS

The Iran-Israel dispute has its roots in the
Iranian Revolution of 1979 when Ayatollah
Khomeini led Iran from a pro-Western
monarchy to an Islamic republic. This
revolution constituted a huge ideological
and geopolitical upheaval, as Iran began to
challenge the Middle Eastern system
dominated by the West. Iran's newly
discovered Islamic identity contrasted with
Israel's Jewish identity, escalating tensions.
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Furthermore, Iran's support for Palestinian

militant groups such as Hamas and
Hezbollah has been a major point of
concern with Israel. These groups have
undertaken attacks on Israeli targets and are
regarded by Israel as proxies for Iranian

influence in the region.

Nuclear objectives : Iran-Israel tensions
have centred on Iran's nuclear program.
Given Iranian officials' previous rhetoric
questioning Israel's right to exist, Israel
considers a nuclear-armed Iran an
existential threat. Iran, on the other hand,
claims the right to nuclear technology for
peaceful purposes but has been accused of

developing nuclear weapons capabilities.

The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), also called the Iran nuclear
deal, aimed to limit Iran's atomic goal in
exchange for solace from sanctions.
However, Israel vigorously opposed the
agreement, claiming that it did not go far
enough to prevent Iran from gaining
nuclear weapons in the long run. The
eventual withdrawal of the United States
from the JCPOA in 2018 aggravated the
matter, raising tensions between Iran and

Israel (Panahi, 2022).

Regional Power Challenges: The Iran-Israel
conflict cannot be understood in isolation
from the larger geopolitical dynamics of the
Middle East. Both countries play critical
roles in a complicated web of alliances and
conflicts, ~ with  competing  interests
influencing their actions. Iran has sought to
expand its influence in the Middle East by
sponsoring numerous proxy groups and
intervening in crises in Syria, Yemen, and
Iraq. This expansionism has put Iran on a
collision course with Israel, which sees

Iranian activity in surrounding nations as a
threat to national security (Maher, 2020).

Meanwhile, Israel has formed partnerships
with Sunni Arab states, particularly those
concerned about Iran's expanding influence.
Normalization agreements between Israel
and several Arab states, such as the UAE
and Bahrain, indicate a changing
geopolitical context in which common
concerns about Iran have outweighed

long-standing animosities.

Religious and ideological dimensions :
Religious and ideological considerations
add to the difficulties of the Iran-Israel
conflict. ~Iran's Islamic revolutionary
principles frame its conflict with Israel in
religious terms, depicting its struggle
against Zionism as a moral obligation. This
ideological dimension complicates the
conflict and makes it more difficult to
resolve.

On the contrary, Israel's self-perception as a
Jewish state, as well as its historical story of
oppression, add to its security worries
toward Iran. The remembrance of past
catastrophes, such as the Holocaust,
dominates Israeli consciousness, affecting
its approach to security and regional
challenges. The prolonged conflict between
Israel and Palestine exacerbates the regional
dynamics. In October 2023, Hamas
launched an attack on Israel, causing the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) to enter Gaza
and battle armed organizations operating
from the territory. The Israeli army has
ordered 100,000 Palestinians to evacuate
from Rafah, Gaza, indicating a potential
ground assault (Kaye, Nader and Roshan,
2011).

This conflict has raised regional tensions in
the Middle East. The ongoing warfare and
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humanitarian catastrophe have highlighted
the region's fault lines. Iran has taken an
active role in the region, both directly and
through its supporters. The Arab "street"
has expressed sympathy for the Palestinian
cause, but Arab governments have avoided
involvement in the conflict.

The ongoing conflict, combined with the
religious and ideological components of the
Iran-Israel dispute, complicates regional
dynamics and raises security concerns.
Israel's approach to security and regional
dangers is shaped by remembrance of
previous horrors, such as the Holocaust, as
well as current concerns. Similarly, Iran's
Islamic revolutionary principles, which
depict the fight against Zionism as a sacred
obligation, make compromise more
difficult. These variables combine to create a
highly volatile and complex situation in the
region.

Role of External Actors: External
participants, primarily the United States,
have an important role in shaping the
dynamics of the Iran-Israel conflict. The
United States' diplomatic and military
support for Israel empowers it in its battle
with Iran. In contrast, Israel has expressed
scepticism and hostility to the United States'
efforts to engage with Iran, such as the
JCPOA (Monash Lens, 2024).

Other regional and global powers, such as
Russia and China, have interests in the
Middle East that overlap with the
Iran-Israel conflict. Their inclusion hinders
efforts to end the conflict and adds layers of
geopolitical manoeuvring to an already
complex situation.

Conclusion
The Iran-Israel stalemate is a
multidimensional  geopolitical ~dilemma

with no clear answers. This conflict, which

is motivated by historical animosities,

religious  divisions, and geopolitical

calculations, is moulded by intricate
interactions among domestic, regional, and
the

complexities of the Iran-Israel impasse,

international actors. To address
officials must acquire a comprehensive
understanding of the forces driving the
conflict and engage in diplomacy that meets
both parties' genuine security concerns.
Only through ongoing communication and
compromise can the area achieve a more

stable and peaceful future.

The writer is a student of psychology at Eduvos
Collage, Cape Town South Africa

Reach her at: sheereinjafferil3@gmail.com
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BY M.SHAHZAD AKRAM

DIPLOMACY IN THE AGE OF DRONE WARFARE

In the ever-changing landscape of
modern

warfare, a striking

illustration emerged from the recent
incident in the Red Sea. French naval forces,
faced with low-cost drones operated by
Houthi rebels, were forced to

counter with missiles worth millions. This

Yemen's

confrontation is not just a singular event but
also a symbol of a profound shift in the
dynamics of military power. It underscores
the increasing importance of diplomatic
strategies in an era where technological
advancements in warfare are both rapid and
disruptive.

Historically, the might of a nation's military
was directly linked to the sophistication and
cost of its weaponry. This long-standing

belief is being challenged by the rise of
inexpensive but potent technologies, such
as drones, which are altering the very fabric

of military strategies. The rules of
engagement are being rewritten by
asymmetric warfare, where traditional

power dynamics are turned on their heads.
The complexity of these
technological breakthroughs makes it clear

increasing

that reliance on military force alone is
insufficient for conflict resolution. The easy
accessibility and rapid proliferation of
modern weapons can trigger escalations
with alarming ease, emphasising the crucial
role of diplomacy in averting potential
crises. Diplomatic efforts are essential in
establishing and upholding international
norms that

govern the development,
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distribution, and utilisation of these
emerging technologies.

This shift in military technology raises
several concerns. There is a growing fear of
international security being compromised,
the
weaponry falling into the hands of non-state
actors. In the
community must engage in proactive risk

assessment, adopting a holistic approach

along with risk of sophisticated

response, international

that goes beyond conventional military
paradigms. This involves strategic planning
and the formulation of solutions through
diplomatic channels, an area that has
become increasingly vital in maintaining
global peace and stability.

To tackle these evolving challenges, a
multi-pronged strategy is essential. The first
step involves reinforcing and expanding
existing  international = arms  control
agreements to include new technological
advancements, ensuring a worldwide
their

international agreements

consensus on use.  Secondly,
governing the
transfer of military technology must be
These  should

standards to prevent misuse and abuse.

refined. set stringent
Thirdly, a communal approach to security is

imperative, calling for joint defence research

initiatives to devise effective
countermeasures. Fourthly, the ethical
implications, escalation potential, and

impact on international security of new
military technologies must be subjects of
global discourse. Finally, policies promoting
transparency and  confidence-building
measures are crucial in developing trust and
reducing the likelihood of conflicts.
The  United Nations and
organisations play a critical role in this

endeavor. Their contributions in facilitating

similar

dialogue, assisting in treaty negotiations,
and ensuring adherence to international
standards are invaluable in maintaining
global peace and stability. These new threats
necessitate a paradigm shift in diplomatic
tactics. Diplomacy must now focus on
comprehensive
international

planning, strengthening
relations, and prioritising
diplomatic engagements military
In this context, diplomacy
involves not only negotiation but also
forward-thinking, planning, and the
creation of a cohesive framework capable of
addressing the complexities of
contemporary warfare.
One significant hurdle to

diplomatic engagement is the divergence in

over
responses.

effective

national security interests and objectives
among nations. Reaching a consensus when
countries have differing political, economic,
and strategic goals is a daunting task. Here,
diplomacy plays an indispensable role in

bridging these divides,  fostering
understanding, and encouraging
cooperation. ~ This  requires  skilled
negotiation, patience, and a level-headed
approach.

The advent of technology has also

revolutionised the field of diplomacy. The
study of cyberspace and its relation to
traditional diplomacy is rapidly becoming a
critical subfield within information security,
digital diplomacy, and cyberwarfare. As
cyberspace
conventional aspects of national security,

increasingly impacts
diplomats must become adept at both
understanding and resolving challenges
that arise in this domain.

Diplomats of the modern era need
advanced education and specialised
training to navigate this changing
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landscape. They must be well-versed in new
their
applications, and the broader implications

technologies, potential ~ military
for global security. Diplomatic academies
should accordingly update their curricula to
equip envoys with the relevant information
and skills needed for these new challenges.
Moreover, public

transparency  and

involvement in diplomatic processes
involving military technologies are crucial.
Such openness can foster greater public
trust in diplomatic efforts and enhance
understanding of the complexities involved
in maintaining international peace and
security in the age of new weapon
technologies.

The recent events in the Red Sea serve as a
stark reminder of the urgent need to revert
to diplomatic methods in addressing issues
related to military technology. Nations must
engage in collaborative, strategic, and
diplomatic efforts to navigate the challenges
posed by the spread of new weaponry.
These efforts are vital for the international
community to manage the intricacies of
contemporary conflicts and maintain global
safety in a world where military capabilities

are evolving at an unprecedented pace.

In summary, the role of diplomacy has
never been more critical. As military
technology advances, creating new forms of
conflict and power dynamics, the traditional
tools of statecraft must evolve accordingly.
Diplomats must now be as conversant with
the intricacies of drone technology and
cyberwarfare as they are with the nuances

of negotiating other affairs.

The write is a research officer at center for
International Strategic

Reach him at: mshahzada22@gmail.com
https://cissajk.org.pk// CISS AJK (@ciss_ajk) /
X
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BY ABDUL MANAN

BILLION DOLLARS INVESTMENTS & ROLE OF SIFC

Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)

n Pakistan's dynamic economic

landscape, the Sovereign Investment
Fund of Pakistan (SIFC) stands as a
beacon of financial stewardship and
strategic investment. Established with the
mandate to manage the nation's wealth and
promote sustainable economic growth, SIFC
plays a pivotal role in shaping the country's
economic trajectory. This introduction
delves into the origins, objectives, and
significance of SIFC in Pakistan's financial

ecosystem.

Origins and Mandate: The establishment of
the Sovereign Investment Fund of Pakistan
(SIFC) marks a significant milestone in the
country's economic journey. Born out of a
Pakistan's financial

vision to harness

resources for

X

long-term prosperity, SIFC was created with
a clear mandate to prudently manage cxv
sovereign wealth and deploy capital

towards strategic investments.

SIFC's mandate encompasses a broad
spectrum of objectives, including but not
limited to:_Wealth Preservation: SIFC is
tasked  with
financial

safeguarding  Pakistan's
their
generations.

assets and ensuring

preservation for future
Through prudent investment strategies and
risk management practices, SIFC aims to
protect the nation's wealth against market

volatility and external shocks.

Economic Development: Central to SIFC's
mission is the promotion of economic
development and job creation in Pakistan.
By sectors such as

investing in key
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infrastructure, healthcare, and

energy,
technology, SIFC seeks to catalyze growth,
foster innovation, and enhance the country's

competitiveness on the global stage.

SIFC is
diversifying Pakistan's

Diversification and Returns:
responsible  for
investment portfolio and optimizing returns
on sovereign wealth. Through strategic
allocation of capital across asset classes and
geographies, SIFC aims
risk-adjusted while

exposure to market fluctuations.

to maximize

returns mitigating

Significance and Impact: The significance
of SIFC extends far beyond its role as a
wealth. As a
strategic investor and allocator of capital,

custodian of Pakistan's

SIFC plays a pivotal role in driving
economic development, attracting foreign
investment, and unlocking new
opportunities for growth. By partnering
with domestic

stakeholders, SIFC

infrastructure development, job creation,

and international

contributes to

and technology transfer, thereby fostering a

conducive environment for sustainable
development. SIFC serves as a catalyst for
innovation and entrepreneurship, providing
funding and support to high-potential
startups, SMEs, and emerging industries.
Through

incubation

venture capital investments,
programs,  and
SIFC nurtures

ecosystem of innovation, driving forward

strategic
partnerships, a vibrant

Pakistan's digital transformation and

knowledge-based economy.

The Sovereign Investment Fund of Pakistan
(SIFC) occupies a central role in Pakistan's
economic landscape, serving as a custodian
of national wealth and a catalyst for

sustainable development. With a mandate
to preserve wealth, promote economic
SIFC
a cornerstone of Pakistan's

growth, and foster innovation,
represents
journey towards prosperity and global

competitiveness.

In Pakistan, as in many other nations,
billion-dollar investments are increasingly
becoming a cornerstone of economic
development strategies. These substantial
investments span various sectors, from
infrastructure and energy to technology and
healthcare. Amidst this backdrop, the role of
the Sovereign Investment Fund of Pakistan
(SIFC)  emerges as

significant

crucial, wielding
shaping the
country's economic landscape. This article

explores the significance of billion-dollar

influence in

investments and delves into the pivotal role
played by SIFC in advancing Pakistan's
economic agenda.

The Rise of Billion-Dollar Investments in
Pakistan: Pakistan has witnessed a surge in
billion-dollar investments in recent years,
driven by factors such as economic reforms,
infrastructure development initiatives, and
strategic partnerships with international
investors. Mega-projects like the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
have attracted substantial investment,
transforming the country's infrastructure
and connectivity networks. Additionally,
Pakistan's burgeoning technology sector has
drawn interest from global investors, with
billion-dollar deals fueling innovation and

entrepreneurship.

These
implications

investments have far-reaching

for Pakistan's economy,

contributing to job creation, technology
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transfer, and industrial growth. Moreover,
they bolster investor confidence, positioning
Pakistan as an attractive destination for
foreign capital and fostering sustainable
development.

The Role of SIFC in Pakistan's Economic
Development: At the heart of Pakistan's
investment ecosystem lies the Sovereign
Investment Fund of Pakistan (SIFC), tasked
with managing the country's financial
resources and driving economic prosperity.
Endowed with capital derived from various
sources, including revenues from natural
resources and strategic invest stamens, SIFC
plays a pivotal role in channeling funds
towards high-impact projects and strategic
initiatives.One of the primary functions of
SIFC is to deploy capital across key sectors

of the economy, including energy,
infrastructure, manufacturing, and
technology. By investing in critical
infrastructure projects, such as power

plants, highways, and ports, SIFC aims to

enhance Pakistan's competitiveness,
facilitate trade, and stimulate economic
growth

SIFC serves as a catalyst for innovation and
entrepreneurship, providing funding and
support to startups, SMEs, and emerging
industries. Through strategic partnerships
and venture capital investments, SIFC
nurtures a dynamic ecosystem of
innovation, fostering the development of

new technologies and business models.

SIFC plays a strategic role in diversifying

Pakistan's  investment portfolio and

mitigating financial risks. By allocating
funds across a range of asset classes,

including equities, fixed income, real estate,
and alternative investments, SIFC aims to
optimize returns while safeguarding the
country's financial interests.

CONCLUSION:

In conclusion, billion-dollar investments
the role of SIFC
components of Pakistan's
development strategy. As Pakistan seeks to

and are integral

economic

capitalize on its potential and accelerate
growth, the prudent
investment strategic
allocation of capital cannot be overstated.

importance of
management and
Through targeted investments in key sectors
and initiatives, SIFC has the potential to
drive sustainable development, foster
innovation, and propel Pakistan towards a

prosperous future.

The write is an undergraduate student at
University of Sapienza Universita di Roma,
Italy

Reach him at:
manan.2111190@studenti.uniromal.i
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BY SHABEER AHMED ARMAN

GOLDEN ERA TO COLD WAR IN ISLAMIC WORLD

INTRODUCTION:

he Islamic world has a rich and
complex history that spans
centuries, marked by periods of
great prosperity, intellectual advancement,
and cultural flourishing. However, like
other regions of the world, it has also
experienced its share of challenges and
conflicts. One of the most significant
transitions in the Islamic world occurred as
it moved from its Golden Era to the
tumultuous period of the Cold War. This
transformation, influenced by both internal
dynamics and external forces, reshaped the
political, social, and economic landscape of
the region.
The Golden Era: The Golden Era of the
Islamic world, often referred to as the
Islamic Golden Age, was a period of

remarkable achievements in various fields,
including science, mathematics, philosophy,
art, and architecture. It began in the 8th
century and reached its zenith during the
Abbasid

Caliphate in Baghdad, as well as under the
Umayyad and Andalusian caliphates in
Spain. During this time, scholars from
diverse backgrounds contributed to the
advancement of knowledge, leading to
significant breakthroughs in areas such as
algebra, and
literature.

astronomy, medicine,
The House of Wisdom in
Baghdad emerged as a center of learning,
where scholars of different faiths and
cultures collaborated and translated works
from Greek, Persian, and Indian sources

into Arabic, thereby preserving and
expanding the collective wisdom of
humanity.
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The Golden Era was not only characterized
by intellectual achievements but also by a
spirit of tolerance, multiculturalism, and
coexistence among different religious and
ethnic communities. Muslim rulers, such as
the Abbasid and Andalusian
promoted religious freedom and patronized
scholars regardless of their background,

caliphs,

fostering an environment conducive to
innovation and creativity.

The Decline and External Pressures: The
decline of the Golden Era in the Islamic
world was multifaceted, influenced by both
internal and external factors. Internally,
political fragmentation, sectarian divisions,
and the decline of centralized authority
weakened the unity and stability of the
Muslim world. The sack of Baghdad by the
Mongols in 1258 dealt a severe blow to the
intellectual and cultural centers of the
Abbasid Caliphate, leading to a decline in
scientific and literary achievements.

The Islamic world faced increasing pressure
from European powers, particularly during
the Age of Exploration and Colonialism.
The expansion of European empires into the
Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia
brought about significant geopolitical
changes and power struggles. The Ottoman
Empire, once a dominant force in the
Islamic world, began to wane as it faced
challenges from European powers such as
The

colonization of Muslim-majority regions

Britain, France, and Russia.
and the imposition of Western political and
further

and

economic  systems

societies

disrupted
traditional undermined

indigenous institutions.

The Cold War and its Impact: The onset of
the Cold War in the mid-20th century

exacerbated existing tensions within the
Islamic world and reshaped geopolitical
dynamics in the region. The competition
between the Soviet Union and United States
for influence and control led to proxy
conflicts
Muslim-majority countries. The Middle East
became a battleground for ideological,

and interventions in various

political, and military struggles between
competing superpowers and their allies.
The Cold War era witnessed the rise of
nationalist =~ movements, revolutionary
ideologies, and authoritarian regimes across
the Islamic world. In countries like Iran,
Egypt, and Afghanistan, secular nationalist
leaders emerged, advocating for
independence, modernization, and social
reform. However, these efforts often led to
internal conflicts and instability, as
competing factions vied for power and
influence.

The Cold War rivalry fueled religious
extremism and sectarian tensions in the
Islamic world. The support of certain
Muslim groups by external powers,
particularly during conflicts such as the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, contributed
to the radicalization of certain segments of
the The these
interventions continues to the

political landscape of the Islamic world to

population. legacy of

shape

this day, with repercussions felt in ongoing

conflicts, terrorism, and geopolitical
rivalries.
CONCLUSION:

The transition from the Golden Era to the
Cold War in the Islamic world represents a
complex historical trajectory marked by
periods of enlightenment, decline, and
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upheaval. While the Golden Era was
characterized by intellectual flourishing,
multiculturalism, and tolerance, the Cold
War
fragmentation,

era  brought about political

external pressures, and
ideological conflicts. Understanding this
historical  journey is essential for
the
challenges facing the Islamic world and
exploring pathways towards peace, stability,
and progress. By learning from the lessons

of the past, nations and communities within

comprehending contemporary

the Islamic world can strive to build a
future that honors their rich heritage while
embracing the opportunities of the modern
age.
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ARAB-ISRAELI ECONOMIC RELATIONS: A BETRAYAL OR

PRAGMATISM?

T Independence to

Israel-Hamas War,

Arab-Israeli
spanning from the 1948 War of

conflict,

the 2023
features a series of
military conflicts and complex political
relationships between Israel and Arab
nations. Key conflicts include the 1967
Six-Day War, the 1973 Yom Kippur War, and
the 1982 Lebanon War. The conflict
intensified with the 2006 Second Lebanon
War, ongoing persist,
illustrating the enduring and complex
nature of the conflict. It is marked by severe
human rights violations, including abuse of

and tensions

detainees, arbitrary killings, restrictions on

freedom of expression, arbitrary detention,
and forced displacement. Israeli forces have
been documented as assaulting and
degrading detainees, with reports of sexual
abuse, arbitrary killings of women and
children, and disproportionate attacks on

civilians.

the
Jordanian and Saudi Arabian fighter pilots

However, recent involvement of
in defending Israel during an Iranian
counterattack  highlights  the

relationships between Arab nations and

complex

Israel. Historically, many Arab countries
stood in solidarity with Palestinians against
Israeli policies. However, with the passage
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of time, seven out of the 22 Arab League
members currently do not recognize or have
diplomatic relations with Israel. The Arab
League adopted the boycott against Israel in
1945, before Israel's establishment. Egypt
was the first to abandon this boycott after
signing a peace treaty in 1980, followed by
Jordan in 1995. The Palestinian Authority
also agreed to abandon the boycott that
same year. The Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states ended their participation in the
boycott in the 1990s, leaving only Syria and
Lebanon actively enforcing the boycott,
along with Iran, which is not an Arab state.

Egypt and Jordan established economic
partnerships with Israel in 1979 and 1994,
particularly in water, energy, and natural
gas. Jordan relies on Israeli resources to
address its water and energy shortages,
while Egypt imports Israeli gas for domestic
use and exports it to Europe. Despite the
tangible benefits, these partnerships pose
ethical challenges, given Israel's ongoing
conflict with Palestinians. The image of
Arab leaders maintaining cordial economic
relations with Israel while Palestinians
suffer through war and occupation is often
seen as a betrayal.

In 2020, the UAE, Bahrain, and Morocco
normalized relations with Israel through the
Abrahamic which facilitated
increased investment,

Accords,
trade, and
technological cooperation. The UAE became
a major buyer of Israeli arms, and Israeli
tourists contributed significantly to the
Emirati  economy.  Despite  offering
humanitarian aid to Palestinians, the UAE
continued economic ties with Israel during
the recent Gaza conflicts, raising concerns

among critics who argue that such aid

cannot compensate for the prioritization of

Israeli  economic  partnerships  over
pressuring Israel to resolve the Palestinian
crisis. An economic partnership between
Israel and several Arab states persists even
amid ongoing conflicts like the recent war
in Gaza. Israel's Economy Minister
emphasized that the goal of peaceful
cooperation allows trade relations to remain
stable. Economic incentives, Israel's military
power, and Western backing encourage
some Arab leaders to align with Israel.
Rising anti-Iranian sentiment has also
increased the willingness to strengthen

strategic ties with Israel.

Israeli  innovation in  cybersecurity,
agriculture, healthcare, and green
technology  attracts = Arab  investors.

Partnering with Israel's startup ecosystem
provides opportunities for joint ventures
and knowledge sharing. Israel's offshore gas
reserves have led to energy partnerships
with Egypt, which imports Israeli gas
through an undersea pipeline. According to
Egyptian government figures, imports of
Israeli gas accounted for over 60% of
Egypt's total natural gas imports in 2023.
"Israel's technological advancements and
energy resources make it an attractive
partner for Arab nations seeking economic
growth and energy security," said Marwan
Muasher, a former Jordanian foreign
minister and vice president of the Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace.

The International Court of Justice's ruling
on Israel's plausible risk of genocide against
Palestinians fuels accusations that Arab
with
constitutes complicity in this existential

economic cooperation Israel

crime. "By engaging in lucrative economic
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partnerships with Israel, Arab leaders are
turning a blind eye to the suffering of
Palestinians and enabling the perpetration
of grave human rights violations," said
Salah Abdel Shafi, a prominent Palestinian
economist and activist. ~Maintaining
economic partnerships with Israel while
addressing Palestinian grievances will
require a careful balance between political
realities and ethical principles. Only a
lasting resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict can help Arab nations justify
economic ties with Israel. Prioritizing
economic interests over addressing this
conflict can perpetuate the cycle of violence
and instability, =~ with  far-reaching
consequences for the entire region. Without
Palestinian  freedom  and
Arab

engagement with Israel will continue to face

achieving
self-determination, economic
criticism as betrayal. Critics argue that

prioritizing  economic  interests  over
Palestinian solidarity enables Israeli actions,

intensifying suffering.

It is important to note that external actors,
such as the United States and Europe, also
play a significant role in shaping the
dynamics of these economic relationships.
The United States, in particular, has been a
staunch ally of Israel and has provided
substantial military and economic aid,
which has influenced the decision-making
of some Arab nations. "The United States'
unwavering support for Israel has created
an uneven playing field in the region," said
Noam Chomsky, a renowned political
"This has made it
difficult for Arab nations to take a more

activist and scholar.

principled stance against Israel's actions
without facing potential repercussions."

the
Arab-Israeli economic relationship issue

A comprehensive  solution to
requires reviving a diplomatic process
involving Israelis, Palestinians, and Arab
states with a renewed focus on a two-state
solution or a viable alternative, despite its
challenges. “The world will not be at peace
unless there is permanent peace in Gaza,”
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif said in his
recent world economics talk. Economic
partnerships should prioritize Palestinian
economic development to create jobs and
while

reduce poverty

international

respecting
humanitarian laws.
International oversight, such as through the
UN, can ensure compliance with human
standards,

and

rights
killings

preventing
forced

arbitrary
displacement.
Confidence-building measures, including
small-scale collaborations in healthcare,
water management, and technology, can
foster goodwill. Additionally, a security
framework involving Arab states should
address regional stability and terrorism
without undermining Palestinian welfare.
Finally, public dialogue and advocacy
between Arab and Israeli civil societies can
challenge misinformation and promote

mutual understanding.

Addressing  the complex issue of
Arab-Israeli economic relations requires a
multifaceted approach that balances

economic interests with ethical principles,

diplomatic  efforts, and a genuine

commitment to human rights and

self-determination for all parties involved.
While the challenges are formidable, a

comprehensive solution that prioritizes
justice,  accountability, =~ and  mutual
understanding remains the only path
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towards sustainable and lasting peace in the
region.

The author is a Research Associate and a
graduate of economics from QAU. Reach him at:
muhammadhanzlamehmood@gmail.com

The Co-author is Management Trainee at NRSP
and a graduate of economics from QAU. Reach
her at: zara.afridi007@gmail.com
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7
/

PALESTINE STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE &

NEGATIVE ASPECTS OF VETO POWER

f we navigate to the early 19th

century, we will experience Palestine

was one of the most harmonious
places, where about four lac Muslims,
seventy five thousand Christians, and
twenty five thousand Jews while the rest
was a small community of Druze
population. They all are nourished together
in this small state of Palestine and have
existed peacefully in the Arab world

throughout history.

The problem arose after the decline of the
Ottoman empire and especially next to the
Second World War, when UN-backed
United States of America and United
Kingdom, recommended the partition of
Palestine on the religious line between
Muslims and Zionists. The concept of settler

colonization emerged and strengthened by
powerful states and changed this peaceful
place into a war-like region. They powered
Zionists to flee to the Middle East region
from European countries. Since then the
freedom of the Palestinian people is
mourning its fate. The creation of an Israeli
state in the region raises the question of the
right of indigenous people plus flames of
violence wave and resist to reach its best
solution to exist peacefully. Over the period
various conflicts have been seen in this
region. In the case of Israel-Palestine
conflict, in recent war we have observed
failure of deterrence and increasingly
resulted in thousands of displacement,
injuries and death. Just like the recent Wave
of war, the genocide of Palestinians exceeds

30000.
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The United Nations Organization and other
legal entities had the prime responsibility to
resolve the conflict and provide a peaceable
solution but they failed to deliver a sound
solution. Yes it was the UN, which was
replaced with a failed organization, the
League of Nations on 24 October 1945, to
secure peace and maintain peaceful
coexistence among nations in the global
world, where in 1947, the General Assembly
passed the Palestine partition resolution. In
this struggle, Palestinian liberators lost the
safe support of the United Nations to
achieve their indigenous right to free living.

The United Nations since its formation has
the pressure
supervision of a powerful block. In which
the United States, United Kingdom, France,
Russia and China were awarded with the

remained under and

badge of “Veto Power” in the Security
Council. The favorable application of Veto
Power by these powers in their own
interest, damaged the vital process of right
and consequently it successfully

undermined conflictual situations.

Veto Power has been used as a tool to abuse
the majority interest to safeguard the
self-interest of the following states. With the
UN, it is recorded at least 296 times. First it
was utilized by the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on the occasion of troop’s
withdrawal draft in Syria and Lebanon in
February 1946 and lastly it is casted by the
self-called democratic United States of
America against the Palestinian resolution
of full membership. Historically, the
USSR/ Russia exercised 77 times, the United
Kingdom 28 times, France 29 times, China
59 times and America blocked resolutions
83 times.

The abuse of Veto Power prevented UNSC
from taking decisive action and securing the
the
increasingly blurred the trust line of the

rights of Palestinian people. It
United Nations among all weak nations. It
compelled the Palestinian people to take an
alternative route for self-determination and
sovereignty, which ultimately led them to a
war with Israel.

In the light of TRT Magazine's report, in the
case of Palestinian rights, just America uses
it at least 49 times in favor of the Israeli
state. However in some cases, the US voted
to end the Israeli occupation and strengthen
the indigenous people, but it didn't provide
an effective result.

It was the natural right of Muslims to live in
their homeland, free and with sovereign
privileges, but the
particularly powers

global
and

family,
international
organization UN like to blind their eyes on
the genocide of Palestinian people, and
supporting the immature actions. Still, the
UN can revive the people's hope and stand
on the side of freedom and justice. It's the
duty of the UN Security Council to provide
an unbiased solution and end this ongoing
conflict.

It's not the case of Palestine only, other
existing and emerging conflicts too, both at
regional and international level, will choose
the same alternative way to deal with
conflicts instead of knocking at the UN
door, if it keeps the same attitude to serve
powers and strengthen their capability to
abuse other nation status. The UN requires
many changes in power distribution, to
provide an equal status to all of its
respective members. Veto power has been
observed as an

impactful organ for
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decision-making but as we have
experienced in history, there is no need to
continue with inequality and a biased
environment. If it calls itself a noble
foundation then prove to be a noble
organization and blur this distinct line
among state status under the same roof.

The write is graduated in International
Relations from University of Karachi

Reach him at : kelasht05@gmail.com
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BY FAROOQ SARGANI

STUDENT POLITICS: IN THE 20TH CENTURY IN

.

=%,

< STuore

n this article, we discussed the
students' politics,
Karachi. How did they play roles
before and after partition? From the
beginning, Karachi was the center of the

Marchant class, and later in the era of

particularly in

British colonialism a school and college
developed. And student unions matured in
1905 at DJ Sindh College.Later on, the
students in Karachi supported the Congress
leaders. Later,
formed "Karachi Vidyarathi Samagam." The

students from Karachi
party celebrated the anniversary of Sadhu
Hiranand, the Great-Nobel Son of Sindh. On
the first and second of October 1928, the
Samagam celebrated Dr. Annie Besant's and
Mahatma Gandhi's birthdays, respectively.
Therefore, on July 22, 1929, they celebrated

FERDE £F

KOEROIDH]

SEnORETT

NTS ronLRhroo |

Shah Latif's anniversary. It means they were
very active in politics and charted slogans
when fees were increased by DJ Sindh.

College: no fees." The

struggle of students in Karachi is beautifully

"No reduction,

explained by Dayo Nathaney in his book,
"Karachi Students on the March."

In the end of the 20th century, particularly
in Pakistan or before the existence of this
unions. In

country, student

Karachi,

emerged
Hashoo Kewalramani was a
communist and the father of Sindhi
nationalism. Moreover, the great poet of
Sindh, Shiekh Ayaz, was influenced by him.
He published a pamphlet, "End this march
Hashoo

of  imperialism." actively
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participates in student
Kewalramani built up student politics and
established the "Karachi Students Union.

Encouraged students

politics.

to participate in
politics at the meetings, which are mostly
held at Mataram Houstle. Hasho was a truly
enlightening thinker; even G.M. Syed and
Muhammad Ibrahim Joyo called him their
teacher. Girls also participate in politics.
According to Kewalramani, "this is the
century of the masses alone, who will mold
their own destiny. The students and youth
must form an unbreakable link between the
masses and the progressive leadership
striving to lead the country into the broad
avenue of freedom and peace." In short, the
students of Karachi have long struggled for
independence. The marches of students in
1942
contribution to history.

and 1946 were a tremendous

In short, with the Democratic Student
Federation (DSF) in 1950 at Dow University
and a large number of migrations, this era

was faced with social, political, and
economic turmoil. The Democratic Student
Federation addressed the academic

problems and, within a short period of time,
spread the overall colleges of Karachi.
Moreover, DSF played a vital role in
resisting various college administrations,
and Dayaram Jethamal (DJ) Science College
was the center of DSE. However, it was
officially declared the political wing of the
leftist or communist party in 1952. Some
notable names include Mazhar Saeed,
Ex-Gen-Sec of DSF DJ College, and Shahida

Haroon, the Ex-President of DSF for
women, and according to her, in an
interview, she mentioned that the

inter-collegiate meetings were held at Dow
Medical College. It means there is a proper

set-up, and they marked Demands Day in
1953 for the basic rights of students. The
"Charter of Demands," the rallies in front of
DJ Science College, and the sudden brutal
attack and open fire on students resulted in
deaths
conditions. Meanwhile, a political tussle is
ongoing in the the
Communist and capitalist blocs. Finally,
DSF was banned in 1954, but their demands
about a general university were fulfilled,
and as a result, they got a university in
Karachi in 1955. After that, the National
Student Federation arrived, but soon the

many during  unpredictable

world between

martial law of Ayoub Khan imposed a ban
on it. Moreover, Sindhi historian Gul
Hassan Kalmati actively participated in the
NSF for the students rights. However, some
authors' narrative is that political parties or
groups disturb the
environment of universities and create

nationalist always
unstable situations within the campuses.
But I partially oppose it. There is a long
history of national parties or leaders. Those
who served as students, and I am going to
mention one of the famous students,
Communist Leader Jam Saqi, and so many
names were hidden in the history of Sindh.
We take the example of Comrade Nazeer
Abbasi and Hassan Nasir. There is a gap
between the writers of different regions;
they didn't write neuterly; they just saw the
one frame of a mirror. The March 4, 1967,
Struggle of Sindhi Students at the
University of Sindh is counted as a great
contribution of Sindhi students in history.
At a rally going towards Jamshoro to
Hyderabad, a policeman opened fire and
latte charged, students
injured and mascarred. But they stood up
like mountains till their demands were

leaving many
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fulfilled and dismissed the VC of Sindh
University and replaced him with a decent,
honest VC who actually worked for the
betterment of the wuniversity. In short,
student politics played a vital role in the
development of any university, but
unfortunately, student unions were banned
under the regime of Zia. We should raise
our voices for the restoration of student
unions.

The writer is a political activist affiliated with
the worker resistance movement and a final-year
student at the University of Karachi.
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BY SIKANDAR HUSSAIN

PROS AND CONS OF INSTITUTIONAL PRIVATIZATION

rivatization, a strategy often

employed by  governments
worldwide, aims to transfer ownership or
control of state-owned enterprises to private
the

institutional privatization, including the

entities. In Pakistan, debate over
national flag carrier Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), has been ongoing for years.
Advocates argue that privatization can lead
to increased efficiency, innovation, and
economic growth, while critics raise
concerns about job losses, service quality,
and national interests. This article examines
the pros
privatization in Pakistan,

particularly on the case of PIA.

and cons of institutional

focusing

PROS:

One of the primary arguments in favor of
privatization is the potential for increased
efficiency and competitiveness. Private
firms are often more agile and responsive to
market demands compared to state-owned
enterprises burdened by bureaucracy and
political interference. By subjecting PIA to
market forces, privatization could lead to
streamlined operations, cost reductions, and
improved service quality. Privatization can
attract private investment and expertise,
fostering innovation and modernization
within the privatized institution. In the case

of PIA, private ownership may encourage

investments in  fleet ~modernization,
infrastructure upgrades, and technology
adoption, enhancing  the  airline's
competitiveness in the global aviation
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market. State-owned enterprises, including
PIA, have historically been a drain on
government resources, requiring substantial
subsidies and bailouts to sustain operations.
Privatization can alleviate this fiscal burden
by transferring the financial responsibility
to private investors, thereby freeing up
government funds for other developmental
projects and public services. Private firms
are often more customer-centric, prioritizing
customer satisfaction to remain competitive.
Privatization of PIA could lead to a
renewed focus on passenger experience,

punctuality, —and  service standards,
ultimately = benefiting  travelers and
enhancing Pakistan's image in the
international aviation industry.

CONS:

Perhaps the most significant concern

associated with privatization is the potential
for job losses and adverse effects on labor
rights. Privatization of PIA could result in
layoffs, wage cuts, and reduced benefits for
employees, leading to social unrest and
opposition from labor unions. Critics argue
that privatization may compromise service
quality and safety standards, particularly in
essential services like aviation. Profit-driven
private firms may prioritize cost-cutting
measures over safety protocols, potentially
jeopardizing passenger safety and security.
Privatizing state-owned enterprises like PIA
may entail relinquishing national control
and sovereignty over critical assets and
services. Critics fear that foreign investors
or private consortiums may prioritize their
interests over national priorities, leading to
loss of strategic control and influence. PIA
plays a vital role in connecting remote
regions of Pakistan and fulfilling social

responsibilities, such as repatriation flights
during crises. Privatization could lead to
reduced connectivity to underserved areas
and neglect of social obligations in pursuit
of profit maximization.

the the
surrounding privatization,
including the case of PIA, it is imperative to

Given complexity of issues

institutional
and

explore potential solutions

recommendations that address both the

advantages and  disadvantages  of
privatization
The government should ensure

transparency and accountability throughout
the  privatization involving
stakeholders such as employees, unions,

process,

and civil society organizations. Transparent
procedures can help mitigate concerns
about favoritism, corruption, and unfair
practices. Prioritize the implementation of
social safeguards and labor protections to
mitigate the adverse effects of privatization
on employees. This may include offering
retraining programs, severance packages,
and assurances of job security to affected
workers, along with stringent regulations to
safeguard labor rights in the privatized
entity. Strengthen regulatory oversight and
enforcement mechanisms to uphold safety
standards and passenger
privatized institutions like PIA. Robust

rights in

regulatory  frameworks can

concerns about service quality, safety, and

mitigate

consumer protection by holding private

operators  accountable to  stringent

performance benchmarks. Explore
alternatives to full privatization, such as
public-private partnerships (PPP), which
combine public ownership with private
and investment. PPP

sector expertise
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models allow for shared risks and rewards,
enabling the government to retain a degree
of control while leveraging private sector
efficiency and innovation. = Develop
comprehensive  strategic = plans  for
privatized entities, including PIA, through
extensive stakeholder consultation and
engagement. This collaborative approach
can align the objectives of privatization with
national interests, regional connectivity
goals, and the needs of employees,
passengers, and communities served by the
institution. Adopt a long-term vision for the
privatization of institutions like PIA,
focusing on sustainable development,
environmental stewardship, and inclusive
growth. Emphasize the importance of
corporate social responsibility (CSR) and
sustainable business practices to ensure that
privatization contributes positively to
economic development, social welfare, and
environmental sustainability.

CONCLUSION:

The privatization of institutions like PIA in
Pakistan presents both opportunities and
challenges. While privatization holds the
promise of efficiency gains, innovation, and
fiscal relief, it also raises concerns regarding
job losses, service quality, and national
interests. Therefore, any decision regarding
the privatization of PIA must be carefully
weighed, considering the long-term
implications for employees, passengers, and
the nation's aviation sector as a whole.
Ultimately, striking a balance between
privatization's  potential benefits and
mitigating its adverse effects is essential to
ensure a sustainable and prosperous future
for Pakistan's aviation industry.

The writer graduated in BS Sociology From
Virtual University Pakistan,

Reach him at: sikandarhussain61@gmail.com.
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BY AHMAD SHAH ABDALI

ecently, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken accused China

of providing support to Russia
for the conflict in Ukraine. This is not the
first time when a top official from the
United  States commented the
Russia-China is a

on
relationship but it
frequent process. The war in Ukraine
started on February 24, 2022, and continues
to the present. It's not a simple conflict
between two nation states that arises on
territorial issues or border skirmishes. It is a
between two different

polarities in the international arena which

complex war

are struggling for power and influence. On
April 24, Biden signed a $61bn military aid

for Ukraine after a long delay and
within the House of
Representatives.He asserted that it will save
America and the World. The House Speaker
Mike Johnson said in a press briefing after

passing the aid bill “To put it bluntly, I

confrontation

would rather send bullets to Ukraine than
American boys, further he told reporters.
This is not a game, this is not a joke.” It
shows how much the United States is
concerned about the ongoing war in
Ukraine, because the defeat of Ukraine
would have grave impacts on the United
States, its allies and their philosophy of the
Unipolar World.The war in Ukraine is
considered an existential threat by the
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collective West. The same rhetoric and
actions to support Kyiv have been coming
across European countries.They know the
defeat of Ukraine would be considered the
defeat of the collective West and the
neoliberal world order.

If Russia loses the war in Ukraine, China
will have to face similar circumstances as
well. However, if Putin wins the war in
Ukraine, it will contribute significantly to
China's struggle for power in the hierarchy
of power and nation-states. China knows
the geopolitical, regional, and international
consequences of Russia's defeat for itself.
For hegemons, regional stability is essential;
without regional stability no hegemon can
exert influence and sustain power outside of
their region. Regionally, China seeks Russia
as an ally to balance its immediate
neighbors and allies of the United States,
such as Taiwan, India, Japan, and Australia.
Internationally, China needs Russia to
counter the rule-based order and challenge
the the

Unipolarity. dollar-dominated

legitimacy and authority of
From
economies to power politics, at every step
China is confronting the collective West. In
this struggle for power, Russia is the only
that has

international politics and can be trusted. On

sovereign state weight in
the one hand, China has no option but to
stand by Russia in this situation. On the
other hand, China's rise is peaceful, with no
history of intervention, also having a trillion
dollars business with the United States and
its allies. It makes every step difficult for
China to achieve their desired objectives out
of this war.

China's role in the Russia-Ukraine War is
multidimensional. We can say that China
has clarity in its objectives but ambiguity in

its actions. On the diplomatic front, China is
playing a crucial role for peace and
harmony between the belligerent parties at
every stage. China is making significant
efforts to address the current issue at
hand.China's top diplomats visit Ukraine
and Russia often to initiate peace talks or
prepare fora for future engagement. It has
initiated a peace proposal to the belligerent
parties, which emphasizes the importance
of respecting sovereignty, abandoning the
cold war mentality, ceasing hostility and
initiating peace talks. These efforts aim to
reduce strategic risk, protect nuclear power
plants and people,
halt unilateral
post-conflict.

secure supply chains,
sanctions, and engage

In the realm of realpolitik, China plays a
crucial role in sustaining Russia's efforts in
the war in Ukraine. China uses the gray
area of dual-use commodities to provide
electronic technology required for drones,
missiles, intelligence, and other services
without explicitly assisting the military. It
consistently ~ refutes all claims of
collaboration. Economically, China is the
only support to the Russian economy to
survive the sanctions. China is the largest
importer of Russian energy. The business
between the two countries rose to $240
billion in the last year and continues to the
present. China is the alternative of the
European markets to Russia, and China also
has incentives to do business with Russia.
They both are helping each other in the
de-dollarization process and wanted to
build a parallel world order or institutions
as the United States built.

In short, China is playing a crucial role on
the diplomatic initiating,
proposing peace solutions to the parties. On

front and
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the other hand, its actions are ambiguous
and very calculated. By providing critical
equipment for military purposes, economic
assistance and alternative markets to
Russia, China is helping it to sustain the
sanctions of the United Nations and United
States. China would never let Russia alone
in this situation because their shared goal is
to influence their respective regions, and
then project power and influence
internationally.

The writer is graduated in International
Relations from the University of Karachi,
Reach him at: princeafkar555@gmail.com
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Cas BY NOORULLAH BHATTI

ASTRO POLITICS AND FUTURE WARS

stro-politics refers to the study of

the relationship between celestial
bodies and political events, trends, and
leaders. It combines astrology and political
analysis to understand the influences of
cosmic forces on human affairs. The world
is rapidly transiting and the wars will
definitely escalate beyond limits. The future
wars will be for and from space. Additional,
the economic giants will fight for the
precious rare earth metals and materials of
the Moon. Moreover, the three cogent rivals
The USA, China and Russia will quarrel
over satellites control. Besides, the evolution

the

of technology would metamorphose
space race: “The conflict would be more

destructive; the moon would be luxurious
to accommodation for many billionaire with
5 star hotels and beaches.” Tim Marshal
“Earth is the cradle of humidity but no one
is going to stay in the cradle forever.”
Konstantin Trisolkosvosky. Indeed the Astro
politics will alter this horrible world more
deadly.

The enhancement of the USA in space

The Americans were not the first to reach
space. It was the Russians who sent their
first astronaut in space. Unfortunately, the
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rampant corruption and devastation of the
Soviet Union quell them in fiasco.
Resultantly, the United States of America
emerged victorious by landing first feet of
Neil Armstrong on the moon. Eventually,
the triumph for the USA started from there
in space. Currently, there are 2500 active
satellites of the USA in space.

Moreover, Washington is heavily investing
in early warning system satellite that use
sensor to detect the infrared heat signatures
coming from ballistic hypersonic missiles.
In December 2019, The USA established its
United States Space Force (USSF) for
protecting critical assets like GPS, weather
satellites and to provide space capabilities
to the joint forces. Furthermore, the ex US
President Donald Trump announced the
Artemis program in 2017 intends to send
men and women on the moon this decade
and have a base till 2030, before eventually
heading out to Mars. U.S taxpayers
expected to pay 93 billion USD towards the
project and that's only up to 2025. However,
Biden pretty much ignore it as he was more
focused on the military and commerce
aspect of the US space policy.

The USA and China's competition have
advanced in space. Both are exacerbating
their space capabilities. The realities of Geo-
politics and Astro-politics is that, the USA
and China are going to the next stage in
great power rivalry.

China: The sole competitor in space

China is the only strong competitor who can
change the paradigm of uni-polarity.
Meanwhile, in space, the Chinese narrative
is to improve life on Earth by using space
resources: “Beijing knows that its growing
space capabilities are viewed as threads by
the USA and other countries but there is

nothing to fear from its activities.” Xi
Jinping. China believes it wasn't arm race in
space because they will never involving in
such things. In reality, China’s antithesis
space technology could offend the USA,
which could escalate much more tensions
between the two economic giants.

In 1950 despite being a poor country China
started investing in space missions under
the leadership of Mao Zedong. China
launch its first satellite “The Dong Feng
Hong” in 1970. Further China develop its
own space station called Tiangong-1.
Currently, China has its own navigation
system called BeiDou. Further China is
developing space city in Ningbo within a
few years it is also expected to launch 100
commercial rockets in a year which called
“Quick fire lift off”.

Additionally China and Russia the old
space rivals turned friends

continuously  collaborating in  space
technology which is also a fathering point
for the USA.

Russia in Reversal

You may not believe it, but the Russians
were the first who sent Yuri Gagarin into
space. Alongside, the Soviet Union also sent
the first female and an animal in space as
well. After that, they never succeed in
sending their first human to the moon. After
the cold war, the Russian Astronauts tried
to send their astronauts to the moon, but
having a lack of resources and technology,
they didn't achieve this prosperity.
However, under the leadership of Vladimir
Putin, Russia again advanced their space
capabilities. They established Roscosmos
space center, Kalina space program and
GLONASS navigation system. Additionally,
they sent many new satellites into space.
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Since 2018 the Russian military force in
space have been closely linked with China
in a bit to undermine the US space security
and threat in its infrastructure. A more
likely scenario is that Russia and China will
continue to develop their relationship with
initiative such as their plan to build
International Lunar Station on the surface
and or in orbit of the moon by 2035.
Without China, Russia would not be able to
afford to build its own base on the moon.
Tomorrow’s World

It will not all be Noble future of humanity
material. There's money to be made in space
and people are out to get it. The commercial
opportunities are many, space flight for
ordinary people becomes normal and space
hotels is not be far behind. Want your ashes
scattered in lower orbit? There will be a
Galactic Funeral Service for that.

The most important thing we need on the
moon is oxygen. Though, scientists can also
form artificial oxygen. Regolith is a
substance which can be found on the moon
in huge quantities. Bake Regolith at a very
high heat in a container, add hydrogen gas
plus a pinch of scientific knowledge, than
water vapor forms which can be separated
into oxygen and hydrogen. And... breathe:
“Spreading out may be the only thing that
saves us from ourselves. I am convinced
that humans need to leave Earth.” Stephen
Hawking

Space Wars

Some Astro-political writers argue that
warfare should be frame as a fight for
celestial lines of communication and trade
that go with them so they will contest the
orbital lanes in space.

“The orbital Lance as a cosmic coastline
given the land power can project power out

into space.” Dr: Bleddyn Bowen. “In the
near term any space conflict is likely to stem
from the tensions in the region involving
China, Taiwan, India, Japan and the USA.”
Professor Everett Dolman.

If space wars are occurring, that would be
like,
orbiting platform

satellite space stations and other
could be
weapons. Hacking and disrupting of enemy
space-based communication and navigation

used as

system. Space debris would hinder enemy
spacecraft movement and communication
and so much more.

Lastly, states will take similar views of their
commercial enterprises in space the -flag
will follow the trade.

The writer graduated with in International
Relations from Federal Urdu University of Arts,
Sciences and Technology, Karachi.

Reach him at : Bhattisahab54@gmail.com
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BY Dr. DANIAL HAIDER

WAR IN MIDDLE EAST & CHALLENGES FOR US

HEGEMONY

he Middle East has been a
region plagued by conflict and
instability for decades, with
numerous wars and conflicts shaping the

region's history and influencing global
politics. One of the key factors contributing
to the wars in the Middle East is the
struggle for power and influence among

various ethnic, religious, and political
groups.
The Arab-Israeli Conflict: This

long-standing conflict has been a source of
tension and instability in the region since
the mid-20th century. It involves disputes

over territory, borders, and the rights of
Palestinian refugees. Israel, a close ally of
the United States, has been engaged in
multiple wars with its Arab neighbors,
including the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, the
Six-Day War in 1967, the Yom Kippur War
in 1973, and the Lebanon War in 1982. These
conflicts have often drawn in other regional
powers had significant
implications for US foreign policy.

and have

The (1980-1988):  This
prolonged conflict between Iran and Iraq
resulted in massive casualties and economic

Iran-Iraq War

devastation for both countries. The war
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began with Iraq's invasion of Iran, and
despite initial Iraqi advances, the war
eventually reached a stalemate. The US,
although
support to Iraq during the conflict. The

officially —neutral, provided
Iran-Iraq War challenged US hegemony by
destabilizing the region and empowering
Iran, which has often been at odds with US

interests in the Middle East.

The Syrian Civil War: The ongoing conflict

in Syria has resulted in a massive

humanitarian crisis, with millions of
refugees fleeing the country. The war
involves a complex array of factions,
the

opposition groups, Islamist militants, and

including Syrian  government,
foreign powers such as Russia, Iran, and
Turkey. The US has provided limited
support to opposition groups but has
struggled to exert its influence effectively in
the face of competing powers. The Syrian
Civil War has challenged US hegemony by
creating a power vacuum that has been

filled by rival regional powers.

The Yemen Civil War : This conflict involves
a power struggle between the Yemeni
government, supported by a Saudi-led
coalition, and the Houthi rebels, who are
aligned with Iran. The US has provided
support to the Saudi-led coalition, but the
has

humanitarian crisis and has been criticized

war resulted in a devastating
for contributing to civilian casualties. The
Yemen Civil War has challenged US
hegemony by empowering
highlighting the limitations of US influence

Iran and

in the region. However, these wars have

created Challenges for the USA hegemony
because of following reasons.

One of the significant challenges for US
hegemony in the Middle East has been the
rise of extremist groups, often fueled by the
power vacuums created by wars and
conflicts in the region. The most notable
example is the emergence of the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). The
withdrawal of US troops in 2011 left a
security vacuum, which allowed ISIS to
seize large swaths of territory in Iraq and
Syria. ISIS established a self-proclaimed
caliphate, imposing a brutal interpretation
of Islamic law and carrying out horrific acts
of violence, including beheadings, mass
executions, and enslavement of minorities.
ISIS posed a direct threat to US interests in
the region, targeting US personnel and
carrying out terrorist attacks worldwide. It
also gained significant financial resources
by controlling oil fields and extorting local
populations. The group's ability to attract
foreign fighters and
in  Western

inspire lone-wolf
further
heightened concerns in the US and among

attacks countries
its allies. The battle against ISIS required a
significant commitment of US military
resources and the formation of international
coalitions, underscoring the complexities of
countering extremist groups in the region.

Moreover, the Middle East is marked by
intense rivalries between countries, often
driven by and

religious, ideological,

geopolitical factors. One of the most
significant rivalries is between Saudi Arabia
and Iran, which compete for regional
influence and have supported opposing
factions in various conflicts. Saudi Arabia, a
and Iran, a

Sunni-majority  country,
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Shia-majority country, have long been
locked in a struggle for dominance, with
each seeking to advance its interests and
secure its position. For example, in the
Syrian Civil War, Saudi Arabia supported
various rebel groups opposing the regime of
Bashar al-Assad, while Iran provided
crucial military and financial support to the
Assad regime. Similarly, in Yemen, Saudi
Arabia leads a coalition fighting the Houthi
rebels, whom they accuse of being backed
by Iran. This rivalry complicates US efforts
to maintain stability and promote its
interests in the region. The US has
historically been a close ally of Saudi
Arabia, but the dynamics of the
Saudi-Iranian rivalry have at times
constrained US policy options and drawn
criticism for its perceived alignment with
Saudi interests.

Furthermore, the Middle East is a critical
source of oil for the global economy, and
conflicts in the region have often disrupted
oil supplies, impacting the US and its allies.
For decades, ensuring a stable supply of oil
has been a central pillar of US policy in the
Middle East. The strategic
importance was highlighted during the 1973

region's

oil crisis, when Arab countries imposed an
oil embargo on the US and its allies in
response to their support for Israel in the
Yom Kippur War. This led to a significant
increase in oil prices and economic turmoil
in the affected countries. the turmoil in
Libya and the civil war in Syria, both
significant oil producers, have contributed
to fluctuations in global oil prices. The US,
despite its increasing energy independence
due to shale oil production, still maintains a
strong interest in the stability of oil-rich

countries in the region. Disruptions in oil
supplies or price volatility can have

significant economic and geopolitical
implications, influencing US foreign policy
decisions and interventions in the Middle

East.

Additionally, the financial and human costs
of US military interventions in the Middle
East have been significant, leading to
debates within the US about the wisdom of
continued involvement in the region. Since
the 2001 invasion of Afghanistan, the US
has spent trillions of dollars on military
operations in the Middle East, with the costs
of reconstruction, nation-building, and
veteran care adding to the financial burden.
These expenses have contributed to debates

about the opportunity cost of such
interventions and the potential for
redirecting resources towards domestic

priorities. The human toll has also been
of US
members have lost their lives, and many

substantial. Thousands service
more have returned home with physical
and psychological wounds. The prolonged
engagements in Iraq and Afghanistan, in
particular, have led to concerns about
"intervention fatigue" among the American
public. These factors have influenced public
opinion and shaped political debates about
the role of the US in the Middle East, with
growing skepticism about the effectiveness
and benefits of military interventions.

In conclusion, wars in the Middle East have
had profound impacts on the region and the
world, shaping the political landscape and
challenging US hegemony. The struggle for
power and influence among various groups,
coupled with regional rivalries and external
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interventions, has contributed to a cycle of
conflict and instability. As the Middle East
continues to grapple with ongoing conflicts,
the challenges to US hegemony are likely to
persist, requiring a nuanced and adaptable
approach to foreign policy.

The writer is a Faculty of Veterinary and
Animal Sciences at Pir Mehr Ali Shah Arid
Agriculture University

Reach him at: consultdanial@gmail.com
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BY WAHAB UDDIN SIDDIQUI

SATELLITE WAR: COMPETITION BETWEEN CHINA,

RUSSIA AND THE U.S

uring the Cold War, the US and
Soviet Union engaged in a
space race, with significant
milestones such as Sputnik 1 launch in 1957,
Apollo 11's Moon landing in 1969, and the
first human spaceflight with Yuri Gagarin in
1961. Both nations developed military space
technologies, reconnaissance

satellites and

including
anti-satellite =~ weapons.
Cooperation took the place of rivalry when
the Cold War ended, resulting in joint
endeavors like the International Space
Station and changing the focus of space
exploration to benign endeavors.
Although space weapons seem straight out
of science fiction books or movies like

Superman II and GoldenEye, military

analysts have long cautioned that in a world
where technology is becoming more and

more important, space will probably
become the next front in conflict.
Robots, artificial intelligence (AlI), and

autonomous weaponry are all anticipated in
future warfare. The competition to rule
space, however, is another important factor
that has evolved. Combat systems on Earth
can benefit from several features that
satellites in orbit offer, including command
and control, GPS guidance for soldiers and

weapons, and observation of enemy
movements. Their destruction or
disablement may have multiplicative

repercussions on the ground.
Russia and China are attempting to
challenge the US's dominance in the satellite
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arena by developing advanced anti-satellite
capabilities and expanding their space
program. They aim to disrupt US satellite
communications, intelligence, and
This  strategic

competition highlights the importance of

navigation  systems.
space supremacy in modern warfare and
raises concerns about potential conflicts in
the increasingly contested outer space
domain.

The US, China,
and Russia are
already able to
launch  global
satellite attacks.
In principle,
though, they are
unable to
employ nuclear

weapons there.

The 1967 Outer
Space Treaty,
which prohibits
from

any

nations
launching
objects carrying nuclear weapons or any
other kinds of weapons of mass destruction"
into orbit, was signed by China, Russia and
the US.

The US House Intelligence Committee
chairman, Michael R. Turner, has warned of
a '"serious national security threat" from
Russian space technology. The information
was shared with the Intelligence Committee
and Congress. President Joe Biden has
directed National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan to brief lawmakers. Dmitry Peskov,
a spokesman for the Kremlin, brushed
down the threat, branding it a "malicious

fabrication" and a ploy to get US senators to
support Ukraine's increased funding against
Russia.

It is a proven fact that the ruler of the space
realm will control the future world
economy. China is predicted to surpass the
US as the leading space power by 2032,
according to a 2022 State of the Space
Industrial Base conference study. Russia's
anti-satellite warfare

-~ program includes electronic

warfare tools and
- ground-based  lasers  to
. disable GPS and

- satellite-enabled ~ weapons
. systems. China has a large
J arsenal of ground-based
counter-space weapons,

including  missiles and

electronic warfare
§ equipment. President Joe
Biden retracted anti-satellite
The

: Space Force was established

testing in response.

by President Trump to
protect space. China's space
industry has grown
with 433  space-related
enterprises in 2022 and 67 launches in 2023.
China's
international

significantly,

dominance could influence

telecommunications, space
exploration, strategic space technology, and

satellite applications.

Several techniques, including as co-orbital
anti-satellite (ASAT) systems, robotic arm
destabilization, powerful lasers, and
microwaves, have been tested by nations to
take down enemy satellites. Aircraft and
satellite-based lasers are discussed in
military literature, and China has employed

ground-based lasers to blind US optical
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surveillance satellites. Russia's actions

coincide with Ukraine's use of star link
satellites to elude their attempts to take

down communication infrastructure.
Information from commercial satellite
photography =~ and  Western  covert

intelligence is supplied to Ukraine by star
link. against
anti-satellite weapons, such as directed
energy and ASAT missiles, is provided by

Resilience conventional

the Star link system. But a nuclear explosion
in orbit wouldn't distinguish between
friendly and hostile satellites, and the
Russians run the risk of taking down their
own satellites as well as those of nations
that aren't fighting the war.

Reversing the embargo and concentrating
on missile defense, electronic warfare, and
"killer satellites," the US is reorienting its
priorities from 2022's unilateral ban to
offensive and anti-satellite capabilities. This
could increase corporate sector support for
the Space Force. Additionally, a prosperous
space industry relies on labor, with the core
sector workforce increasing by 20% in 2016.
Maintaining American leadership in space
may primarily depend on investing in the
training of the upcoming generation of
space workers.

As per the BBC report, Space has become a
significant focus for militaries worldwide,
according to Matthew Koenig, a former
and
Congressional

defense and intelligence official

the
Commission on the Strategic Posture of the
United States. Koenig asserts that the

commissioner on

commercialization  of
with
focusing on securing it. He believes that the

space is
countries

just
beginning, worldwide
ideal space for travel, business, and living in
space is a safe, secure domain.

The writer is a M.phil student at Federal Urdu
University of Arts, Sciences, and Technology
Reach him at: wahabsiddiqui.ir@fuuast.edu.pk.
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BY FIZZA BATOOL

REBIRTH OF IRAN DIPLOMATIC TIE

he friendly relationship

between Pakistan and Iran is

rooted in historical, cultural,
and strategic ties that have shaped their
bilateral interactions over the years. Here's
an overview of the key aspects contributing
to the

Pakistan and Iran. Pakistan and Iran share

friendly relationship between

deep historical and cultural connections,
dating back shared
linguistic, religious, and ethnic links. Both

centuries through

countries  have  significant =~ Muslim
populations and are predominantly
Muslim-majority — nations, fostering a

common cultural identity and affinity.

In the early years following the Iranian
Revolution of 1979, Pakistan maintained
neutral relations with Iran despite regional
tensions. Trade between Pakistan and Iran
was limited due to the Iran-Iraq War
(1980-1988),
stability and economic activities. After the

which disrupted regional
Iran-Iraq War, Pakistan and Iran sought to

strengthen  economic ties, including
cooperation in energy and trade. However,
international sanctions on Iran, particularly
in the 1990s and early 2000s, restricted
formal trade channels between the two
countries. In 2001, Pakistan and Iran signed
the Iran-Pakistan-India (IPI) gas pipeline
agreement, aiming to transport natural gas
Despite this

agreement, progress on the pipeline project

from Iran to Pakistan.
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was slow due to international pressure and
between
through
informal channels, especially in border

sanctions against Iran. Trade

Pakistan and Iran continued
areas and through barter trade. The signing
of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) in 2015 provided some relief from
international sanctions on Iran, enabling an
increase in trade and economic cooperation
with  Pakistan. Both countries have
expressed in expanding trade

relations, particularly in energy, agriculture,

interest

and infrastructure sectors. Challenges
remain, including issues related to border
security, smuggling, and compliance with
international sanctions. Energy: Iran is a
significant supplier of oil and gas to
Pakistan, with potential for further
cooperation in energy infrastructure
development. Agriculture: Both countries
have opportunities for collaboration in
agricultural trade, including the exchange
of commodities such as rice, fruits, and
vegetables. Infrastructure: Projects such as
the gas

transportation aim to

Iran-Pakistan and

links
connectivity and trade between the two

pipeline
enhance

nations. Geopolitical Factors: Pakistan's
relations with Saudi Arabia and the United
States have at times influenced its trade ties
with
security issues and regional conflicts have

Iran. Security Concerns: Border

impacted trade flows and economic

cooperation. Economic Diversification: Both
countries seek to diversify their trade

relations to reduce dependence on
traditional partners and explore new
opportunities. Pakistan and Iran have

experienced fluctuations in trade ties from
1979 to 2024 due to regional dynamics,
international sanctions, and Dbilateral

cooperation efforts. Despite challenges, both
nations have sought to strengthen economic
relations and explore new avenues for trade
and investment.

Despite occasional differences on regional
issues, Pakistan and Iran have maintained
strategic cooperation on various fronts,
including security, counterterrorism, and
regional stability. Both countries have
collaborated within multilateral forums
the

Cooperation

such as Organization of Islamic
(OIC) and  Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) to address
common challenges and promote mutual
interests’ Economic cooperation between
Pakistan and Iran has focused on trade,
energy, and infrastructure development.
Trade relations have included the exchange
of goods such as agricultural products,
textiles, and minerals, while efforts have
been made to enhance economic ties
through joint ventures and investment
opportunities. Energy cooperation has been
a significant aspect of Pak-Iran relations,
with discussions around projects like the
Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline (also known as
the Peace Pipeline) aimed at addressing
Pakistan's energy needs. Both countries
have explored opportunities for mutual
benefit in the energy sector, including oil
and gas exploration and trade. Cultural
exchanges, educational collaborations, and
tourism initiatives have contributed to
strengthening ties between the peoples of
Pakistan and Iran. People-to-people
contacts, including religious pilgrimages
and academic exchanges, have facilitated
greater understanding

between the two nations.

and goodwill
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Visit of President Ebrahim Raisi:In April
2024, Ebrahim Raisi
visited Pakistan, marking his first official

Iranian President

trip abroad since taking office in August
2021.President Raisi's visit underscored the

importance both countries place on
enhancing diplomatic ties and
strengthening cooperation across various
sectors.

Agreements and Discussions: During

President Raisi's visit, Pakistan and Iran
discussed a range of bilateral issues,
including trade, economic cooperation,
security, and regional stability. Several
Memoranda of

agreements and

Understanding (MoUs) were signed to
promote cooperation in areas such as trade
facilitation, border management, and

energy collaboration.

Focus on Economic Cooperation: The visit
emphasized the potential for expanding
economic relations between Pakistan and
Iran, with a focus on boosting trade and
investment flows. Both countries explored
opportunities to enhance connectivity
through infrastructure projects and promote

regional trade initiatives.

Regional and Security Dimensions:
their

commitment to enhancing regional security

Pakistan ~and Iran reiterated
and stability, particularly in the context of
shared challenges such as terrorism and
included
the

situation in Afghanistan and efforts to

extremism. Discussions also

regional developments, including

promote peace and stability in the region.

People-to-People Contacts: President Raisi's
highlighted the
promoting  cultural

visit importance of

exchanges  and
people-to-people contacts between Pakistan
and Iran. Both countries expressed a desire
to strengthen educational and cultural ties
and

to foster greater understanding

cooperation between their peoples.

Diplomatic Implications: The visit of
President Raisi signaled a renewed
commitment by both countries to elevate
their diplomatic relations and engage in
constructive dialogue on key regional and
international It underscored the
significance  of high-level

engagements in strengthening bilateral ties

issues.
sustained

and promoting mutual interests. Overall,
the visit of Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
to Pakistan in April 2024 reflects a positive
Pak-Iran
demonstrating a shared commitment to

trajectory in relations,
deepening
common challenges for the benefit of both
the The
agreements and discussions during this visit

cooperation and addressing

nations and wider region.
pave the way for enhanced collaboration
and closer diplomatic ties between Pakistan

and Iran in the years ahead.

The writer has completed her A Levels at Alpha
College

Reach her at: naquifizzall05@gmail.com.
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BY M. KASHIF KHAN

AGRICULTURAL REFORMS & FUTURE OF

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY IN PAKISTAN

INTRODUCTION:

he most important sector in
Pakistan is agriculture, and this
is true on a global scale as well.
The agricultural sector provides sustenance
and plays a crucial role in shaping
economies, ensuring food security, and
maintaining environmental sustainability.
With growing concerns of nations for
self-reliance, its

importance puts agricultural reforms on the

advancement and

top of the list. On an international scale, the
agricultural sector faces many challenges,
including the disruptions caused by climate

change and social and economic

discrepancies. ~ Countries are making

reforms within the agricultural framework
to modernize this system for enhancing
productivity and sustainable
agriculture. In such a global scenario,

ensuring

Pakistan emerges as a country of immense
importance because of its agrarian-centric
economy and its vast agricultural potential.

Current State of Agricultural Reforms: A
recent report by the Pakistan Business
Council, 'The State of Pakistan's Agriculture
2023, highlights many
agriculture growth is hanging in balance:

areas where
technology, water management, quality of
seeds, financing, animal diseases, and feed.
This would consequently necessitate a
transformation from the traditional ways of
those inclined to

farming to more
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technology. The report suggests that in
addition to the urgent modifications needed
in the Seed Act, the private sector should be
invited for investment, which could result
in important work for the country and
drastically enhance the yield of crops,
changing the status of the country from a
food importer to a food
Furthermore, land under cultivation for
fruits and vegetables should be drastically

exporter.

increased, and a very solid linkage between
the processors and the growers should be
developed with focused investment in
modern agri-technology. These steps will
increase agricultural exports and ensure
sustainable growth.

The Future of the Agricultural Industry:
"The agricultural sector in Pakistan is going
to be the main sector; it will fill the gap of
the deficit
balance-of-payment crisis if these reforms

current account and
are planned properly," said Salim Raza,
former Governor of the State Bank of
Pakistan. The future of agriculture in
Pakistan the  proper

implementations of these reforms. Future

depends on

development areas have been identified to
involve the replacement of field crops with
horticulture crops for export, precision land
leveling to save water, and setting up strong
horticulture organizations. Training on
horticulture science and building up robust
post-harvest technologies are also a must to

increase export capabilities.

Challenges and Way Forward: Despite a
bright future, there are quite a few problems
that have to be tackled. The irrigation
system often gets accused of being
supply-driven rather than demand-driven,

leading to huge losses of water. Climate

change is another likely factor that is going
to seriously affect water resources. All these
will have to be coped with under a
well-thought-out set of reforms. These
should include legal and regulatory reforms
that
technological enhancement, and sustainable

promote private investment,
practices. It is the government's call to

implement and «create a conducive
environment for growth and innovation in

the agricultural sector.

Sustainable Practices and Environmental
Considerations: Sustainability needs to be
incorporated as an essential element in the
policy reformation of agriculture in the
country. The sector has to embrace those
practices that are eco-friendly and have the
potential of sustaining the productivity of
the with
balance. In other words, the country has to

sector continued ecological
practice conservation agriculture to a high
degree of enhancing biodiversity while
minimizing erosion. The approach involves
of the soil,

maintenance of the cover of the soil, and

the minimal disturbance

crop rotation. Another critical area in
sustainable agriculture in Pakistan is water.
Good water management practices are also
necessary for a country's dependence on the
Indus Basin for irrigation. Technologies that
promote water economy, such as drip
irrigation, can have wastage considerably
reduced and water use efficiency greatly
increased.

Innovation and Technology Integration:
More fundamentally, technologies put into
the mix help in realizing the basic potentials
of Pakistan's agriculture. Precision farming,
with the use of satellite images and GIS
technologies, can ensure maximum resource
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use toward improvement in crop yield.
Meanwhile, introduction of mobile apps for
farmers will bring real-time information on
weather, market prices, and best practices
the  hands better
decision-making. Biotechnology also offers
a promising way the
agricultural challenges faced by Pakistan.
instance, that
drought-tolerant and pest-resistant enhance

right in for

forward for

For GM varieties are
productivity and, at the same time, reduce

the use of chemical pesticides, hence

accruing economic and environmental
advantages.
Economic Policies and Market

Development: Economic policies play a
crucial role in shaping the future of
agriculture in Pakistan. Government
policies have to be framed in a manner
which facilitates innovation, allows foreign
investments, and increases exports in
agriculture. Several key measures will be
taken to stimulate growth in the sector, such
as the establishment of agricultural free
zones, tax holidays for agri-tech start-ups,
and the provision of credit to smallholder
farmers. It must address the development of
markets for agricultural produce within and
outside of Pakistan. It means enhancing the
supply chain infrastructure and quality
standards, and then selling the produce of
global An

improvement of value chains from farm to

Pakistan  in markets.
fork can put Pakistani agricultural products
well on the global spectrum.

Education and  Capacity
in education and capacity
the
agricultural sector of Pakistan. Research on

the

Building:
Investment

building is a key to bettering

agriculture ~ from agricultural

universities and research institutions shall
have to be resourced for -cutting-edge

research  with the development of
interventions suited to the peculiar
challenges of Pakistan. The training

program for modern farming techniques,
pest ~management, and post-harvest
handling of the produce, if conducted, may
actually prove to be a boost in farmer
productivity and quality.

The
process of agricultural reform can be sped

Collaboration and Partnerships:
up by making proper cooperation between
government and the private sector, and also
with the aid of international organizations.
The public-private partnership is going to
build the infrastructure required for a
robust agricultural sector, including the
construction of cold storage and logistics
networks. The technical knowledge, along
with finance and best practice from around
the globe, will be brought by international
organizations. By involving them, Pakistan
can adapt to the innovative solutions and
become a part of the global agriculture
community.

CONCLUSION:

The future of the agriculture sector in
Pakistan lies within this comprehensive
reformation process. If Pakistan sustains
itself on the aspects of sustainability,
technology, economic policies, market
development, education, collaboration, etc.,
it will be successfully transformed into a
modern, efficient, and  competitive
agricultural industry. It will also further the
economy and provide food security and
prosperity to the people. However, the road

to an agriculture-led transformation is not
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easy. It requires a collective effort by all
stakeholders. With a clear vision and firm
commitment, Pakistan can blaze a future in
which not only its agriculture but also its
economy is a source of pride.

The writer graduated with an M.Sc. in
Environmental Studies from the University of
Karachi

Reach him at : kashifkhan.edu@gmail.com.
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BY FARZANA ATTAULLAH

IS DEMOCRACY FALLING IN INDIA?

ndia, the world’s biggest vote-based
system, is confronting an emergency
that
establishments. The majority of rules that

compromises its actual
have kept the country intact for nearly
seventy years are by and large efficiently
dissolved.

India’s majority ruling governments were
rarely exceptionally excellent; it slipped two
spots to the 53rd position in the 2020
vote-based system’s worldwide positioning.
As per the financial expert knowledge unit,
India has

majority rule government.” No nation is a

moved into an “imperfect

better model of our worldwide majority
rule downturn than India.

During Modi’s residency, key vote-based
organisations have remained officially set

up,
supporting majority rules have

while standards and work on

considerably =~ weakened. However, a
vote-based system of guard dogs concurs
that today India dwells someplace in a
lower area between a full majority rule
government and full despotism. In 2021,
Opportunity House dropped India’s rating
from free to mostly free (the last class isn’t
free). Obviously, the Indian government has
responded with the charge of Western
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predisposition, India’s
vote-based minimise as “deluding and
lost.” In spite of the fact that India’s

vote-based

referring to

slide is genuine, it isn’t

irreversible.

"A VOTE BASED SYSTEM IN INDIA IS
JUST TOP-DRESSING ON INDIAN SOIL,
WHICH 1S BASICALLY UNDEMOCRATIC.

Ongoing fights against China’s
zero-coronavirus system, Iran’s ethical
quality police, and India’s homestead

regulations have all featured the potential
outcomes of mass contradiction. The Indian
Public Congress was once such a party, yet
its grassroots linkages vanished in 1969
when Indira Gandhi split the party and cut
off the grassroots-party framework in her
bid to unify power. In any case, the
the
developing
popularity-based deficiency from its origins

important commitment to

comprehension of India’s
in 1947 and its section into imperialism.

The ongoing government has shown a
rising bigotry for disagreeing voices.
Pundits, activists, and resistance pioneers
face badgering, capture, and even brutality.
The space with the

complimentary discourse

expectation of
and tranquil
dissent is contracting, subverting the crucial

right to articulate one’s thoughts.

The media, the legitimate leader, and the
chosen commission— the three mainstays of

a democratic government—are under

uncommon assault. The choice party is
surrendering its independence and equity
to merge power and command over the
structure. The public power focuses on the
requirements of the larger part over the
privileges and interests of minorities in its
techniques and activities.

This majoritarianism has started a flood of
intolerable violations, lynching, and general
savagery, which has
environment of dread and frailty. India’s

delivered an

standard texture is being compromised by
the nation’s rising strict politicization. The
state’s underwriting of a specific religion or
reasoning trades off the consecrated
commitments of decency and opportunity
tracked down in religion.

The which the
government controlled the constituent cycle

manner in Indian

breakdown of a
The
decision-making party has been enduring

likewise showed the
democratic framework.
an onslaught for controlling electronic
democratic

gadgets,
cooperation, and participating in ceaseless

smothering public

representative duplicity. This subverts the
essential standards of a vote-based majority
rule system, which depend on unprejudiced
that
individuals” desires are met. The worldwide

and free choices to guarantee
local area has paid heed to India’s falling
fame, with a few associations and nations
communicating worry about the condition
of political open doors and social equality in
the country. India should track down critical
answers to these issues, reestablish the
freedom of foundations that depend on
prominence, and guarantee that all

privileges are equal.
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In conclusion, the breakdown of
ubiquity-based associations and values in
India is an obvious sign that even the
biggest democratic government on the
planet is helpless to address this peculiarity.
Majoritarianism, the strong obliteration of
rules considering unmistakable quality, and
the quietness of going against sentiments
have all contributed to the hazardous
situation. To get and support India’s
vote-based foundations, Indians, ordinary
society  affiliations, and the overall
neighbourhood get together. The destiny of
our nation depends upon its ability to pivot
this example and restore the autonomy of
vote-based social events, ensuring that the
opportunities of every single occupant are
gotten and the appraisals of
underrepresented groups are perceived. The
larger part oversees the system in India,
which is still in an unstable situation, and
the entire world is aware of it.

The writer is an undergraduate student in the
Political Science Department at the University
of Turbat
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BY RABIA FATIMA

PAKISTAN'S WATER CRISIS: UNDERSTANDING THE

CHALLENGES, IMPACT, AND PATH TO SOLUTIONS.

akistan's water crisis is not just
a contemporary challenge; it's a
convergence  of  historical,
environmental, and socio-economic factors.
Rapid population growth, urbanisation,
industrialization, and climate change have
collectively strained the country's water
resources. This article aims to dissect the
intricate layers of Pakistan's water crisis,
shedding light on its genesis, implications,
and viable pathways to resolution.

MAIN CHALLENGES:

Population Growth and Urbanisation: The
exponential rise in Pakistan's population,
coupled with

rapid wurbanisation, has

exponentially increased water demand
across various sectors. Urban expansion
encroaches upon water resources, while a
growing populace intensifies pressure on

already limited supplies.

Inefficient Water Management: Outdated
and inefficient water management practices
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exacerbate the crisis. From inadequate
irrigation systems to inefficient distribution
networks, Pakistan's water management
infrastructure is ill-equipped to handle

current demands.

Environmental Degradation: Environmental
degradation further compounds the crisis.
Deforestation, soil erosion, and pollution
not only degrade water quality but also
diminish water availability. This
degradation undermines the resilience of
ecosystems and exacerbates water scarcity.

Climate Change: The impacts of climate
change are acutely felt in Pakistan's water
sector. Altered precipitation patterns, glacial
melt, and extreme weather events disrupt
hydrological cycles, leading to erratic water
availability. These climate-induced shifts

exacerbate  existing ~ water  scarcity
challenges.
IMPACTS:
Socio-Economic: The socio-economic
ramifications of the water «crisis are

profound. Agricultural productivity, a
cornerstone of Pakistan's economy, is under
threat due to water scarcity. This threatens
food

exacerbates

security, rural livelihoods, and

poverty and inequality.

Moreover, water scarcity exacerbates social

tensions and undermines community

well-being.

Health impact: Inadequate access to clean

water and sanitation services poses

significant health risks. Waterborne diseases
proliferate in water-stressed regions, further
healthcare and

burdening systems

perpetuating a
ill-health.

cycle of poverty and

Environment : Environmental degradation
perpetuates the water crisis in a vicious
cycle. Depletion of aquifers, pollution of
water bodies, and loss of biodiversity not
only diminish water quality but also
compromise the resilience of ecosystems.
This, in turn, exacerbates water scarcity and
perpetuates environmental degradation.

SOLUTIONS:

Policy Reforms: Meaningful policy reforms
are essential to address Pakistan's water
This
governance structures, ensuring equitable
resource allocation, and enforcing stringent

crisis. entails overhauling water

quality standards. Additionally, policies
should sustainable
management

incentivize water

practices and discourage

wasteful consumption.

Infrastructure Investment: Strategic

investments in water infrastructure are
crucial for enhancing storage capacity,
improving distribution networks, and
supporting agricultural productivity. This
includes the construction of reservoirs,
dams, and irrigation systems tailored to the
country's unique geographical and climatic

conditions.

Conservation: Water conservation must be
prioritized at all levels. From promoting
efficient irrigation techniques to
implementing rainwater harvesting and
wastewater reuse systems, conservation
measures can significantly reduce water

wastage and enhance water productivity.

78



Politico Yista

Volume 7", April To June 2024

Community Engagement: Public awareness
campaigns, education initiatives, and
community engagement programs are
pivotal in fostering a culture of water
conservation. Empowering communities to
take ownership of their water resources and
adopt sustainable practices is essential for
long-term resilience.

Technological ~ Innovation: = Embracing
technological ~innovation is key to
addressing Pakistan's water crisis. This
includes  investing in  water-efficient
technologies, such as drip irrigation systems
and desalination plants, as well as
leveraging data analytics and remote
sensing technologies for improved water
management.

Pakistan's water crisis is a multifaceted
challenge that demands holistic solutions.
By prioritizing policy reforms,
infrastructure investments, conservation
efforts, community engagement, and
technological innovation, Pakistan can chart
a course towards water security and
sustainable development. Collaboration
between government, civil society, the
private sector, and international partners is
essential in addressing the complexities of
the water crisis and securing a better future
for all.

The writer is a noted writer featured in Jang, 92
News, and Express. Her debut book, 'Purana
Calendar' (2023), is a beloved children's story
collection. She also contributes to Malaysia's
Bulletin Magazine.
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BY RABIA SARFRAZ

PUNJABI IDENTITY: LINGUISTIC, CULTURAL, AND

STIGMA

-
he stigma attached to Punjabi
identity including the erosion of

language, culture, and history cannot be
understood without understanding the
perpetuated colonial bias, internalized by
the inner domains of Punjabis. Colonization
created a permanent rupture between
conscious past and future generations of
Punjab, which effected Punjabi social fabric.
These systemic colonial ruptures extended
into  further  discrimination  against
marginalized castes and women especially

how they are perceived in an indigenized,

neo-colonial, and industrial

patriarchal,

milieus.

RELEGATED CULTURAL IDENTITY OF
WOMEN

The theory of gender performativity by
Judith Butler provides an insight into the
intersection ~ between social attitudes
towards women (Butler, 1990) and the
Punjabi language and identity developed in
colonial and modern Punjab, which may
influence the experiences of Punjabi women
This

in urban centers. association is

intricately linked to the social judgement of
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individuals in an environment where
English and Urdu are highly esteemed as
languages of power, knowledge, and status
symbols. The social acceptability of women
in traditional and contemporary societies
tends to be subpar, contingent upon their
adherence to prevailing norms (Anderson’s,
2006; Sultana, 2010). For women, speaking
Punjabi, a language infamously
characterised by humour and informality,
carries an additional burden of misogyny.
When a woman speaks Punjabi, it is
indicative of her perceived illiteracy,
impoliteness, or social immodesty (Trudgill,
1974). Young women often face ridicule for
speaking Punjabi in wurbanised public
spaces. The suitability associated with
speaking Punjabi is lower for women than
for men, as society tends to expect women
to embody delicacy and fragility, which the
stigma of Punjabi does not offer. In the
survey conducted in urban Lahore,
university-literate young women speaking
Punjabi were often perceived as ignorant.
They expressed the fear of being viewed as
unprofessional for communicating in
Punjabi. This perception discourages girls
from speaking Punjabi outside of specific

environments.

Consequently, more men engage in Punjabi

compared to women. Speaking Punjabi in

public is seen as an embodiment of
masculinity and virility, leading to some
individuals scrutinising women who speak
Punjabi in public with disapproving and
astonished gazes. Conversing in Urdu with
strangers is perceived as formal and
modest, in contrast to speaking Punjabi,
which may convey a message of informality
for women. Women are often belittled for
merely communicating in Punjabi. A few
female participants shared that there was a
strict rule in their families not to converse in

Punjabi with outsiders, particularly men.

Women's choices towards considered

prestigious forms of language(s) may
emerge from their desire to practice higher
cultural standards and relay these esteemed
norms to their children, so the induced
insecurities are avoided. Additionally,
women use various symbolic means to
enhance their social status in a critical
environment to employ accepted standards
as expected of (Eckert &

Mcconnell-Ginet, 1992). On the other hand,

them

men are rather free of such scrutiny and
tend to utilise stigmatised language forms
that carry a form of '"covert esteem"
manifesting in said masculinity.
Furthermore, women usually show a higher
sense of progressive values compared to

men to better adjust to the changing system
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(Labov, 2006). In social spheres, children
conversing in Punjabi is assumed to be bad
parenting. One of the reasons is that women
tend to conceal their Punjabi identity more
than men, as their parenting as the first and
essential care provider is judged more than

that of the fathers.

PUNJABI CULTURE
THROUGH ARTIFACTS

EXPRESSED

To understand a culture, one must look at
how people communicate through cultural
attire, fabric,

clothing, pieces  of

headdresses, and traditional tattoos in
connection with their history and region.
have

Punjabi ~ women

exemplified this. (Shukla, 2005) Colonisers

historically

do not only occupy physical resources but
also destroy spiritual spheres. (Nieto, 2007)
In the everyday life of a Punjabi woman, the
wearing of glass bangles (choorian),
earrings (jhumkay), or balian used to be
common. (Chopra, 1976) However, these are
now considered inappropriate for modest or
professional appearance, partly due to
colonial disdain. (Kortright, 2011) In many
professional settings, Euro-centric jewellery
like pearls or studs is appreciated.
Additionally, religious people view bangles
or earrings as improper, associating their
and sound with

image immodesty.

Consequently, present-day Punjabi women

often choose not to incorporate these
accessories into their daily lives to avoid
being called racist names or to invite
criticism, despite them being integral to

their cultural heritage for centuries.

Cultural ~ markers  associated  with
lower-class groups are often represented in
the lowest socio-economic strata or
neglected rural communities. Traditional
jewels like Nathli, Jhumka, Choorian, and
Paranda were stigmatised in the past but
have now become fashion statements,
signalling a cultural revival. However,
women are often judged if they wear
cultural artefacts (choorian, paranda, and
jhumkay) and rarely wear them, limited to
festive occasions. (Singh, 2012) Traditional
Punjabi dressing, once mocked for its
vibrant colours, has become a symbol of
identity reclamation. (Choudhry, 2020) In
religious factions, local culture pertaining to
women is criticized. (Haidar et al.,, 2021)
The changes are attributed not only to
religious reasons but also to the impact of
modern non-native Euro-centric trends
(Bhandari, 2019), in which certain colours,
artefacts, and clothing cuts are rioritized.
Phulkari is replaced with lawn prints,
which not only marks a shift from the
vocational industry but also pulls away the

essence of traditional female expression via
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embroidery. Women's clothing and patterns
of using lexicons have drastically changed
in Punjab to cope with changing times and
avoid stigma (Rugh, 1986), which is a
consequence of the overall waning of

Punjabi identity.
CONCLUSION

Culture contains more than the behaviors
and living values of a community; its
artifacts share an extensive glimpse of life.
The linguistic intimidation and
condescending nature of culture make it
challenging for women to organically
interact with their external environment
and retain their identity. The stereotyping of
Punjabi women in mainstream and organic
spaces is one of the factors contributing to
the relegation and erasure of both Punjabi
heritage and language. It is equally
significant for women to identify with their
ethnic and national identity to participate

uniquely in national life.

The writer is an M.Phil student in Political
Science from Government College University,

Lahore,

Reach her at: rabiasarfraz388@gmail.com.
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Q BY SYED UMAIR JALAL

NON-ZERO-SUM GAME: AN ANALYSIS OF CHINESE
ADMINISTRATION AND TALIBAN 2.0
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Taliban spokesperson, as an envoy to

he Chinese government Beijing after more than two years of
organized an official ceremony negotiations. This marks the first instance of
in Beijing on January 30, 2024, such recognition by Xi's government since
where a group of foreign diplomats formed the organisation took control of Afghanistan
a queue to deliver their credentials to in 2021. Since the United States pulled its
President Xi Jinping. Among the 309 troops out of Afghanistan in 2021, China
diplomats, the Afghan Taliban envoy was has been slowly establishing its position
also  there.  China  has  officially there through investments and new
acknowledged Bilal Karimi, a former projects. This event led to the collapse of the
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Western-backed  Afghan  government,
thereby facilitating the Taliban's return to
power. But when news spread on January
30 that Beijing officially supported the
Taliban, the Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs quickly issued a statement, making
it clear that the acceptance of diplomatic
credentials did not mean that Beijing
officially recognised Afghanistan's current
leaders. But in actuality, it was too late.
Some people say that Beijing's move was
already a big political win for the Taliban,
whose government has been having a hard
time getting recognised around the world.
Since it took over, the group has stayed out
of touch with the rest of the world, mostly
because it limits women's rights and
freedoms. The Afghan economy has been
hurt by the penalties that the West imposed
on the Taliban. The question arises here:
why did China recognise Karimi as the
Taliban's representative in Beijing, and what
does this mean for the Taliban? The answer

remains very simple: China has a profound

interest in Afghanistan.

China has increased its engagement with
the Taliban's leaders at a time when they are
being marginalised worldwide. A multitude
of Chinese firms engaged in multiple

business agreements with the Taliban

leadership in 2023. A noteworthy

contractual arrangement pertained to a
25-year-long, multimillion-dollar deal for
the extraction of oil. The agreement entailed
an estimated investment value of $150
million in the first year, with the possibility
of scaling up to $540 million over the
following three years. In the late 1990s,
when the Chinese government faced
criticism, they established contact with the
Taliban, demonstrating their familiarity
with the group. They have subsequently
sustained a collaborative association with
the Taliban as an insurgency organisation.
The long-standing pragmatic relationship
between Beijing and the Taliban may be due
to multiple factors, with security being the
The

China to

most prominent among them.

geographical proximity of
Afghanistan renders its security reliant on
the Taliban. Isolating or provocating them is
not economically feasible, and there is
certainly no inclination to do so based on
their values. Beijing is not the only body
actively seeking a practical partnership with
the Taliban. There are other nations as well
that hold a similar perspective to China,
advocating for active engagement with the
Taliban rather than maintaining a state of
isolation. The reception of the Taliban
ambassador by China demonstrates China's
increasing propensity to adopt a proactive

stance in the field of international relations.
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During the first Taliban rule in Afghanistan
in 1996, some bordering nations took a firm
stance against it. However, the purchase in
2021 has led to the emergence of "realism
and opportunity" as the main influential
factors in geopolitics. At present, it is
evident that the Taliban holds the dominant
position in the given context. Although the
Taliban is not well-liked and enforces tough
rules, it successfully suppresses both
civilian and military opposition to them.
Currently, the United States has clearly said
that it does not have any compelling
interests,

geopolitical willingness,  or

inclination to spend resources on
Afghanistan. China is notable for being the
first country to officially recognise a Taliban
envoy. In addition, several other countries,
including Russia, Iran, Turkey, and India,
have made efforts to develop diplomatic
ties with the Taliban. In addition to
humanitarian activities, these endeavours
the recommencement of

in Kabul. The

also involve

diplomatic operations
International Crisis Group (ICG) conducted
a study that reveals similar participation
trends in the Taliban's engagements with
surrounding nations. Based on the research,
it is strongly believed that the optimal
strategy for protecting their respective
interests the

nations' and mitigating

Taliban's activities in the future is engaging

in thoughtful deliberation with Kabul rather
than opting for isolation. The international
community will not adopt a passive stance
in anticipation of a shift in Western mood
that coincides with the Taliban. The ICG
report cites a regional diplomat who

confirms their current presence on the

frontlines.

Besides the Chinese interest in Afghanistan,
what does the latter gain from it? The
Western nations'

animosity, primarily

manifested through the imposition of
sanctions, has had substantial consequences
for Afghanistan, a nation severely
dependent on external assistance. By the
year 2024, there will be a notable incidence
of unemployment and starvation, resulting
in approximately 23.7 million individuals
requiring humanitarian assistance.
According to data gathered by multiple
international agencies, around 13 million
individuals, constituting approximately 30
percent of the country's population, are
facing  substantial = food  insecurity.
Forecasters predict the projected value will
rise to $15.8 million by March. The
International Labour Organisation's 2022
assessment unveiled a notable decrease of
35 percent in Afghanistan's gross domestic
product (GDP) subsequent to the Taliban's

acquisition of control. The decrease has
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resulted in a significant reduction of more
than 90,000 jobs since 2021, leading to a
widespread state of unemployment. Given
the  prevailing crisis, the Taliban
endeavoured to seek assistance and allies.
According to  Mukhopadhyaya, the
ex-Indian diplomat, it can now depend on a
substantial force to provide it with some
degree of support. "According to Ibraheem
Bahiss, an analyst affiliated with the
International Crisis Group (ICG), it is
argued that the Taliban would have
endeavoured to cultivate strong diplomatic
relations with influential global powers
such as the United States and China, as well
as regional powers like Russia, Pakistan,
and India, owing to a variety of factors. The
lack of cooperation from the United States
has resulted in the increased prominence of
China over the Taliban. Bahiss says that the
Taliban might face problems if they build
better ties with China because they might
give in to China's pressure, which has
happened in other countries, much to their
dismay. "Currently, both parties appear to
be open to engaging in that activity." The
ICG expert said that it's possible that the
Taliban will be cautious in how much they
interact with Beijing because they don't
want to be recognised. The Taliban are
trying to be careful about improving their

relationship with China right now. They

probably did this because they know that as
they become more like Beijing, regional
powers like Russia and India might not
want to improve their relations with Kabul.
Unfortunately for the Taliban, this means
they only have a few foreign allies, which is
something they want to avoid. "China has
become a significant catalyst for the region's
efforts to connect with and become involved
with the Taliban," said Bahiss. The things
listed above seem to have led to a cycle in
which the Taliban are becoming more and
more alone, which makes them look for
help from China instead of the political
muscle that the US used to provide.

The writer is a lecturer in Department of
Political Science at Rawalpindi Women
University,

Reach him at: syed.jalal@f.rwu.edu.pk
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BY NISAR AHMED MAGSI

PAKISTAN IS NOT A FAILED STATE BUT A STATE OF FAILING

GOOD GOVERNANCE

o begin with this overwhelming

discourse, let the term “Failed
State” be defined in much befitting manner
which will address the following two
questions 1) What is a failed state? 2)Which

state should be referred as a Failed state?

So the failed state can be defined from three
salient aspects a) a state where government
has become incapable of its functioning and
discharging its responsibilities as per the

constitution of the state b) the state has

"

failed militarily in defending territorial
boarders of the state c) the state has
completely failed to maintain law and order,
provision of justice, education and basic
facilities to its masses, a state which faces
such circumstances is referred as a failed
state.Nothing of the above-mentioned
factors can truly be applied on Pakistan
which manifests that Pakistan is not a failed

state but a state of lacking good governance.

Pakistan is a sovereign state being governed

in the light of its constitution. The organs of
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the state of Pakistan function

democratically, every new government
comes through an electoral process which is
the biggest democratic exercise. Similarly,
the parliament also runs on democratic
path, its members are directly elected by the
people, legislation is performed according
to its due process, the judiciary is there to
resort the unconstitutional happenings by
any sector, the executive branch is also
the

endeavoring to implement

governmental policies.

Furthermore, it is the democratic set-up of
the state which enables Pakistan to keep its
diversity under one umbrella, the state
which is home to different and varying
cultures, they are largely different in their
outlooks, traditions, beliefs and approaches
which becomes extremely difficult for state
such an

to administer and govern

immensely diversified ethnic country.
However, Pakistan has been keeping all the
diversity under the wumbrella of its
Federation, a failed state cannot administer
such vast diversity which manifests

Pakistan not to be a failed state.

Moreover, Pakistan has a slowly moving
economy which has always managed to
avoid collapse and default despite being
tied to the strict conditions of International

Monetary Fund (IMF), the import and

export activities keep running in the face of
slow production. During globally spread
pandemic of Covid-19 Pakistan was one of
the least effected and fast recovering
developing nations in a time when even the
major economies of world stumbled, in
short Pakistan is a developing nation facing
multiple challenges but it has always

managed to resort misfortune.

In addition to that, Pakistan has played

major role  both  regionally and
internationally, it was a frontline state
against terrorism. United States was
supplemented by Pakistan in war against
terrorists in Afghanistan, the Doha Accord
between United States and Taliban came to
a conclusively end because of Pakistani
intervention. Pakistan would never perform
in these arenas if it would have been a failed
state. The problem with this multiethnic
and multicultural nation lies in the form of
Failing Good Governance. There is no
denying the fact that Pakistan has not been
up to the mark in terms of governance, it is
unfortunate for the nation that failing
governance  persists even today.The
implementation of rule of law has always
been weaker in Pakistan, Accountability
and Transparency are still a distant dream
for Pakistan. The presence of Mafias,

regular law breakers and freely roaming
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criminals show the utterly vulnerable state
of rule of law in Pakistan, the poor and
lower class of the country hardly receives
fair justice moreover, the judicial process is
extremely slow and inefficient in which
powerful people whether with political or
non-political affiliation easily get away with

their crimes.

Another indicator of poor governance is the
slow legislative process, which is the key
determinant of quality governance. The
Treasury and opposition benches hardly
come to any consensus; furthermore, the
policies made by a government are rejected
by the new incoming government, which
really disrupts the course of governance.
Legislation is the fuel of governance, and
unfortunately, governance does not receive
its fuel adequately. Coming forward to the
disappointing political culture of Pakistan,
where the representatives are either feudal
lords or business tycoons, whereas the
country is majorly dominated by the lower
middle class, there remains a wide gap
between the rulers and ruling entities, and
representatives of the people remain aloof
from their needs and interests. Furthermore,
power politics instead of welfare and
service-oriented politics adds fuel to the
fire. Furthermore, the functionality of local
also

government in  Pakistan s

unsatisfactory; well-functioning local
government is a prerequisite for a successful
federal system as it devolves powers to the
lowest ranks of governance.The story of
failing governance does not stop here;
another indication of bad governance is the
presence of patriarchy in Pakistan. The
patriarchal forces have subjugated the
freedom and rights of women. Surprisingly,
half of the population of Pakistan consists of
women, so the subjugation of women
means the subjugation of basic human
rights by half of the citizens of Pakistan,

which is such a big failure of governance

that a large portion of the population is still

insecure within its own territorial
boundaries.
Provision of services, red tape, and

insufficient economic opportunities for the
masses are also adding to the basket of
complexities in Pakistan. As a result,
educational institutions are not sufficient in
numbers to enroll children, and existing
institutions lack the infrastructure and basic
facilities, resulting in 25 million children
being out of school in Pakistan, according to
a recent United Nations Sustainable
Development Report. Similarly, the health
services are also unsatisfactory, such as the

lack of trained staff at health center’s and

the high costs of health facilities. Moreover,
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the red tape is also causing problems in
governance; the bureaucratic model of the
country is elitist and hierarchical; even a
minute problem takes months to be solved.
Furthermore, nepotism is also another evil
in the bureaucratic structure of Pakistan. In
addition to this, the lower number of
factories and industries is widening the gap
in job creation and causing unemployment.
Developing a business in Pakistan is a very
hard nut to crack.Nevertheless, the state of
Pakistan has the potential to conquer the
failing aspects of governance; there is a
need to embark upon prudent and cunning
policies; there is a need to strengthen the
rule of law; there is accountability; and
there is transparency. It is quite possible to
achieve the needed tasks by empowering
the law enforcement agencies. More
importantly, the police department should
be made people-friendly, and undue
political intervention should be wiped away
from civil institutions.In the same manner,
constitutional supremacy should prevail;
the constitution has defined the powers and
authorities of every single institution in
Pakistan, which should be acted upon, and
constitutional violations should be met with
iron hands by legislation. More importantly,
the judiciary should be freed from the

interference of extrajudicial elements or

forces.Similarly, the constitutional powers of

local government should be devolved in
such a way that the bureaucracy cannot
intervene in the local government’s
mandate, which can decrease the burden of
the overburdened bureaucracy as well as
save time and make civil affairs processes
quicker.To be conclusive, Pakistan is a
developing nation with a democratic set-up
that has been subject to continuous
disruptions through military rules for more
than half its half-life. A democratic state
slowly makes progress. It took centuries for
the United Kingdom to strengthen
democracy and governance. However, the
temporary world is in a postmodern era in
which resources, ideas, and models have
taken various shapes, which can boost the
democratic process, and Pakistan needs to
tap on these resources. In its 75 years,
Pakistan has achieved various landmarks
that suggest that it is capable of becoming a
well-established democratic country. In a
nutshell, prudent, mature, and wise policies
are needed to be implemented to turn

failing governance into good governance.

The writer is an undergraduate student in the
Department of Political Science at FUUAST,

Karachi.

Reach him at: nisarahmedmagsi786@gmail.com
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TECHNOLOGY

BY SHAZIA BATOOL

TWEETING UNDER SURVEILLANCE: DIGITAL

SECURITY AND THE INFLUENCE OF TWITTER IN THE ARAB

SPRING UPRISING

ocial media plays a vital role in
shaping individuals' perspectives,

and the Arab Spring stands as a series of

pro-democratic movements that exemplify

this evolution in human history. In the

record of history, the Arab Spring stands as
a testament to the power of digital
communication  in  shaping  social
movements.A  watershed moment in

contemporary history, heralded a wave of
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pro-democracy movements that cascaded
across the Middle East and North Africa
starting in late 2010. Sparked by the
self-immolation of Tunisian street vendor
Mohamed Bouazizi in protest against
government corruption and harassment, the
uprising quickly snowballed into a
region-wide wave of dissent.Twitter, in
particular, emerged as a vital tool for
coordination, mobilization, and
dissemination of information during these
However,

uprisings. alongside its

revolutionary  potential, Twitter also

brought to light profound concerns about
digital security and the pervasive influence

of surveillance.

The ability to rapidly disseminate

information and organize protests in

real-time enabled activists to mobilize large

numbers  of and challenge

people

authoritarian regimes. Twitter, with its

immediacy and accessibility, became the
virtual town square where ideas were
aired, and

exchanged, grievances

movements galvanized.Yet, as activists
embraced Twitter as a tool for liberation,

they also found themselves under constant

surveillance. Authoritarian regimes,
alarmed by the potential for dissent to
spread unchecked, ramped wup their
monitoring of online activity. Governments
employed sophisticated surveillance
techniques to track and identify activists,
leading to arrests, harassment, and even

violence.

Digital security became a pressing concern
for those involved in the Arab Spring
uprisings. The very platform that facilitated
their organizing also exposed them to risks
of surveillance, hacking, and censorship.
Activists had to navigate a precarious
landscape where every tweet could
potentially be monitored and used against
them. As a result, they turned to encryption
tools, virtual private networks (VPNs), and
measures  to their

other safeguard

communications and  protect  their

identities.The influence of Twitter in the
Arab Spring uprisings also sparked debates
about the ethics of surveillance and the
balance between security and freedom of

expression. While some argued that

surveillance was necessary to maintain

stability and prevent chaos, others
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condemned it as a violation of basic human
rights. The revelations of mass surveillance
by government agencies, such as the NSA's
PRISM program, further fueled these
debates and raised questions about the
limits of state power in the digital age.In
hindsight, the Arab Spring serves as a
cautionary tale about the double-edged
sword of digital communication. While
Twitter and other social media platforms
can amplify voices and catalyze social
change, they also expose users to
unprecedented levels of surveillance and
control. The legacy of the Arab Spring
reminds us of the importance of vigilance in
safeguarding digital rights and resisting
efforts to curtail freedom of expression in
the

name of security.

"TWITTER WAS THE DRUMBEAT OF
FREEDOM DURING THE ARAB SPRING."

- WAEL GHONIM

As we navigate an increasingly digitized
world, the lessons of the Arab Spring

remain relevant. It is incumbent upon us to

uphold the principles of privacy, security,
and free speech in the face of growing
threats to digital rights. Only by remaining
vigilant and resilient can we ensure that the
promise of the digital age is realized for all,
free from the shadow of surveillance.One of
the most notable aspects of Twitter's
influence during the Arab Spring was its
ability to amplify the voices of ordinary

citizens. Through the use of hashtags and

retweets, individuals were able to share
their experiences, grievances, and
aspirations with a global audience,

garnering attention and support for their
cause. This global solidarity not only

provided moral encouragement to

protesters but also exerted pressure on

authoritarian  regimes by  drawing

international scrutiny to their actions.

Moreover, Twitter served as a tool for

citizen journalism, enabling ordinary

citizens to document and report on events
as they unfolded on the ground. Through
the videos, and

sharing of photos,

eyewitness accounts, individuals were able
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to provide real-time updates and insights
into the situation, often circumventing

government censorship and control.

Furthermore, the decentralized nature of
Twitter made it susceptible to manipulation
by malicious actors, who spread false
information and sowed discord within the
protest movements.Despite these
challenges, Twitter ultimately played a
regimes. Its influence highlighted the power
of digital communication in driving social
change, while also underscoring the
complexities and risks associated with
online activism in the face of state
repression and manipulation's
transformative role in the Arab Spring,
empowering individuals, amplifying their

voices, and challenging authoritarianism.

The writer is an undergraduate student of
International Relations from Federal Urdu
University of Arts ,Science and Technology

Islamabad

Reach her at: batoolshazia0555@gmail.com
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BIOGRAPHY

BY SHAFIQ UN NISA

MAO ZEDONG

EARLY LIFE

n the winter, on December 26, 1893, a

bay was born for the change in his

country named Mao Zedong in a
Buddhist couple Mao Yichang and Wen
Qimie in Shaoshan, Hunan province of
China. He had two brothers, Zemin and
Zetan, and an adopted sister named Zejian.
Due to his father’s brutal behaviour, he was
not close to his father, who was a rich
peasant. Hence, at the age of seventeen, an
arranged marriage was managed by his
father for him. He totally refused to accept
Luo Yixiu as his wife. It was quite strange in
that era. Due to social pressure, she died at
the age of
twenty. He wed again in 1920 with Yang
Kaihui, daughter of Yang Changji.

ADULT LIFE

By the age of thirteen, he had completed his
primary education. He acquired a basic
knowledge of Wujing. His interest in history
is admirable. He was a voracious reader. He
was inspired by the struggles and changes
of America, George
Washington, the French dictator,
Napoleon Bonaparte. He became a teacher

of the president
and

in 1911 at a primary school level in
the
sentiments were at their peak. He was
inspired by the Xinhaj Revolution, which
was led by Sun. Hence, Mao attached
himself as a private soldier in the rebel

Changsha,  where revolutionary

army but did not participate in fighting.
Soon, he left it. He was a true searcher of
knowledge, and for that, he experienced
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many  educational  institutes:  soap
production school, law school, economic
school, and the government-run Change
Middle School. He used to spend most of

his time in the library.

POLITICAL STRUGGLE

Owing to his knowledge seek, his mentality
was shaped politically, especially with the
eruption of famine in Changsha. Mao
strongly backed up the demonstrators. This
event completely indulged him in politics.
In 1915, he became the secretary of the
student society. He was admired by the
Dazhao
because he wrote many articles in New

earlier Chinese Communist Li

Youth about the Russian Revolution. His
papers helped Marxism in Chinese society.
In 1917, he also published his first article in
New Youth.

Due to the violent environment around the
world, he noticed the First World War
thoroughly. In May, at Tiananmen, students
alleged crimes against the government
during the Japanese invasion. Mao played a
vital role in that protest. When he started
teaching at Xiuye, he established the
Hunanese Student Association. Then he
published a weekly magazine, Xiang River
banned by the
government, but he continues it. After that,
he, with the help of his teacher, merged the
KMT with the Student Association. It helps
the
Hunan

Review. Which was

people become aware. Hence,

movement for autonomy in
Province emerged and succeeded in it. The
continued struggle brought fruit when
delegators, Mao,
convoyed at the first session of the National

Congress of the CCP in 1921.

thirteen including

He carried out the wishes of the Chairman
of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).
Later, he became the leader of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) until his death. He
also established the People's Republic of
China (PRC).

CIVIL WAR (1927-1949)

After the death of Sun Yet Sen in 1925,
Chang Kia Shek became the president of the
KMT. He was totally opposite to the sun.
Due to the rivalries between Mao and
Chang policies, Mao introduced his new
party, called the CCP. Due to this, a civil war
erupted in the country. The CCP established
an army known as the Red Army with the
help of peasants and workers. Therefore,
civil war was declared, and after losing
numerous lives, Mao started a long march
(1934-35). At the same time, in 1937, Japan
invaded Nanking. Hence, for the first time
in history, the two rival armies shook hands
with each other to defeat the Japanese. In
the same scenario, the Second World War
broke out in 1939. At the end of the wazr, the
Japanese were defeated in 1945, and civil
war started again between the two parties
and ended with the victory of the CCP in
1949. Mao established his government.
Chang runs away to Taiwan. However, the
of China
Taiwan its part, but Taiwan declares itself an

People’s Republic considers

independent state.

MAO REGIME

His work for women, education, health, and
improving lifestyles is admirable. Therefore,
he was the most prominent personality of

his era. However, during the land reform,
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numerous lives of landlords were lost due
to Mao policies. Everything became under
the control of the state. He urged peasants
to produce only for the government, which
caused famine, due to which millions of
people died. But he played a vital role in

highlighting peasant rights, especially

before the Wang Jingwei government.

His work for women, education, health, and
improving lifestyles is admirable. Therefore,
he was the most prominent personality of
his era. However, during the land reform,
numerous lives of landlords were lost due
to Mao policies. Everything became under
the control of the state. He urged peasants
to produce only for the government, which
caused famine. Due to which millions of
people die. But he played a vital role in
highlighting peasant rights, especially
before the Wang Jingwei government.He
also introduced a five-year plan in 1953. He
tried to improve the industrial conditions
but failed because the quality of the steel
was not good. The totally controlled
government did not let the country develop
because there was no opportunity to say a
single word against Mao. A cultural
revolution erupted in the country. He was a
communist, but he could not achieve true
fruit from it. But undoubtedly, Mao brought
the

and

schools,

the
especially for women’s rights. In which his
wife also helped him a lot.

in mines,
merchants,

reforms gentry,

military, church,

Regardless of his debatable personality, he
is the most influential person in China.

Indeed, the Chinese consider him a leader.
Due to his ideologies, struggles, tactics,
bravery, and valuable personality, he is not
only remembering his own nation but all
over the world.

The writer, having graduated from Karachi
University with a Master of Arts degree,
Reach her at: shafiqunnisa57@gmail.com.
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BY AFNAN AHMED

INTRODUCTION

luminary in the annals of
Pakistani politics, Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto , emerges as a
towering figure whose life story is
emblematic of the nation's tumultuous
and

journey. Born into privilege

prominence on January 5, 1928, in

Larkana, Sindh, Bhutto's trajectory
traversed the corridors of power,
academia, and activism. His early

education at Bombay's Cathedral and
John Connon School,
scholarly pursuits at the University of
and Oxford

University, laid the foundation for a

followed by

California, Berkeley,

remarkable odyssey marked by
intellectual acumen and political fervor.
Bhutto's

coincided with the nation's formative years,

entry into Pakistani politics
and his rapid ascent through the ranks of
government signaled the emergence of a
new breed of leaders intent on reshaping
the destiny of their young nation. As
Pakistan grappled with the challenges of
Bhutto's

impassioned

nation-building, charismatic

persona, oratory,  and
unyielding commitment to the principles of
democracy and social justice endeared him
to the masses and ignited a wave of hope
and optimism across the country. However,
Bhutto's political journey was fraught with

perils and pitfalls as he navigated the

[ ZULFIOAR ALI BHUTTO

waters

treacherous of power politics,
confronting adversaries both within and
outside the hallowed halls of governance.
His tenure as Prime Minister, though
marked by transformative reforms and
visionary initiatives, was marred by
controversy and dissent, culminating in a
tragic denouement that reverberated across
the globe. Yet, even in death, Bhutto's legacy
endures, a beacon of inspiration for
generations to come and a testament to the
enduring spirit of resilience and fortitude

that defines the Pakistani nation.

RISE TO POWER
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Bhutto's into Pakistani

coincided with the country's turbulent

entry politics
formative years. He joined the government
of Pakistan's first Prime Minister, Liaquat
Ali Khan, as a young bureaucrat, quickly
distinguishing himself with his intellect and
ambition. Bhutto's rise through the ranks
was meteoric,

propelled by a rare

charm, and

strategic vision. By the late 1950s, he had

combination of acumen,
become a trusted confidant of President
Ayub Khan, serving in key ministerial
positions and playing a pivotal role in
shaping Pakistan's foreign policy. However,
Bhutto's vision for Pakistan diverged from
Ayub Khan's authoritarian regime, leading
to his resignation from the government in
1966 and the subsequent formation of the
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) in 1967. The
PPP emerged as a potent force, mobilizing
support across diverse social and ethnic
groups under Bhutto's dynamic leadership.

PRIME MINISTERSHIP

Bhutto's ascension to the premiership in
December 1971 heralded a new era in
Pakistani politics. His tenure as Prime
Minister was characterized by a bold and
ambitious agenda aimed at transforming
Pakistan into a modern, progressive nation.
Bhutto
economic

initiated sweeping social and
reforms, nationalizing key
industries to assert state control over the
commanding heights of the economy. Land
reforms were introduced to empower
farmers and alleviate rural poverty, while
ambitious infrastructure projects aimed to
modernize Pakistan's transportation and
energy sectors. Bhutto's foreign policy was
equally assertive, as he sought to position

Pakistan as a leader of the Muslim world

and a bulwark against regional hegemony.
His decision to pursue a nuclear weapons
program, culminating in the successful
detonation of a nuclear device in 1974,
remains one of the defining moments of his
premiership.

DOWNFALL AND LEGACY

Despite his achievements, Bhutto's tenure as
Prime Minister was marred by allegations
of authoritarianism, corruption, and human
rights abuses. His confrontational style and
tendency towards centralized control
alienated segments of Pakistani society,
leading to widespread unrest and political
dissent. The 1977 general elections were
mired in controversy, with opposition
parties accusing Bhutto and the PPP of
electoral fraud. Mass protests erupted
across the country, culminating in a military
coup led
Zia-ul-Haq. Bhutto was arrested, tried on

by General Muhammad
charges of conspiracy to commit murder,
and controversially sentenced to death. His
1979, sparked
international condemnation and plunged

execution on April 4,

Pakistan into a protracted period of political
instability.

LEGACY

Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto's legacy remains deeply
divisive in Pakistan. To his supporters, he is
revered as a visionary leader who
championed the rights of the common
people and stood up to foreign pressures.
Bhutto's populist rhetoric and progressive
policies endeared him to millions of
Pakistanis, particularly the marginalized
and dispossessed. However, critics point to
his economic

authoritarian tendencies,
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mismanagement, and controversial
decision-making as evidence of a flawed
leadership style. Bhutto's execution, widely
regarded as a miscarriage of justice, has
only served to burnish his image as a
martyr and symbol of resistance against
tyranny.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Zulfigar Ali Bhutto's life and
legacy encapsulate the complexities of
Pakistan's political journey. His rise from
privilege to power, his bold experiments
with socialism and nationalism, and his
tragic downfall at the hands of a military
dictatorship embody the triumphs and
tragedies of a nation in search of its identity.
Whether revered as a hero or reviled as a
villain, Bhutto's imprint on Pakistan's
history is indelible, ensuring his place
among the most significant figures in the
nation's biography.

The writer graduated from Benazir Bhutto
Shaheed Lyari University

Reach him at: afnanahmedas@gmail.com.
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BY SANJAY KUMAR

THE TYRANT OF UGANDA: IDI AMIN'S STORY

di Amin, the former dictator of
Uganda, is
brutality, terror, and chaos. His
reign, which lasted from 1971 to 1979,
was marked by senseless violence,

synonymous with

economic destruction, and human
rights abuses on a massive scale.

Amin’s story is a tragic reminder of the

dangers of unchecked powers,
corruption, and the devastating
consequences of a leader’s
megalomania.

Idi Amin was born on May 17, 1925, on
an Eid occasion in Koboko, a small
town in northern Uganda. He belongs
to the Kakwa tribe and grew up in a
polygamous family. Idi’s early life was
marked by a lack of moral education. In
the beginning, in starting he worked in
a brick factory, but he eventually joined
the British Colonial Army as a cook in
1948. Later, he was appointed a soldier in
the Kings African Rifles. He was

the first commissioned army officer in
Uganda. He rose through the
becoming a lieutenant-soldier by the time
Uganda gained independence in 1962. Idi

ranks,

Amin’s rapid promotions and his boxing
skills made him a celebrated figure. From
1951 to 1960, he was known as a boxer, and
he even became the heavyweight boxing
champion of Uganda. In the 1970s, he
became a celebrity. He became famous for

being able to do anything at any time, like
‘swimming in a full army uniform.”

1962, gained
independence from Britain, after four years,

In when  Uganda
he was appointed as the Chief of Army Staff
of Uganda. Idi Amin had a long-standing
ambition to seize power. When he was
appointed Chief of Staff, he began to use all
his tactics, and on January 25, 1971, he
finally seized power while President Milton
Obote attending  a
Commonwealth conference in Singapore.

When Obote returned, the Ugandan army

was away
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had already taken control of the airport, and
the capital city of Kampala was fully under
military control. After seizing power, he
addressed the nation on the radio, saying;:
'Milton Obote's government had become a
severe and

The this
government not only have expensive cars

victim  of corruption

embezzlement. ministers of
and properties but also fleets of planes,
while the people of Uganda are deprived of
even basic amenities”.

In the early days of his rule, Idi Amin was a
supporter of Britain. However, he later
developed differences with the British
government. In 1972, he expelled Asians
living in Uganda from the country. He
claimed that 'Asians living in Uganda have
taken control of the country's economy'. He
not only expelled Asians but also severed
trade relations with Britain, and he even
Idi
Amin's eight-year rule was marked by

awarded himself the Victoria Cross.

numerous crises. In June 1976, Palestinian
militants hijacked an Israeli plane and
landed it at Entebbe Airport in Uganda. Idi
Amin took responsibility for negotiating
with the hijackers, but before negotiations
could progress, Israeli forces launched a
raid, rescuing the hostages and crew. A day
later, a 75-year-old British-Israeli woman,
Dora Bloch, who was a dual citizen of
Britain and Israel, went missing. She was
accused of being taken away and murdered
by Ugandan forces. This incident took a
dangerous turn, leading Britain to sever
diplomatic ties with Uganda.

Idi Amin was also infamous for keeping the
chopped heads of his many opponents in
cold storage, and he would often take them
out to gaze at them. Not only politicians but
also many military officers became targets

of his wrath, some of whom fled to
neighbouring Tanzania, where they sought
refuge. With the help of the Tanzanian army,
they launched a massive attack and seized
power on April 11, 1979, forcing Idi Amin to
flee the country. Before his opponents
seized power, he had already sent his wives
and children abroad. The Western media
used to call Idi Amin the 'Butcher of Africa'.
Idi Amin fled Uganda and sought political
asylum in Saudi Arabia, but before that, he
spent some years in Libya and Iraq. Later,
he settled in Saudi Arabia, where he lived in
a villa in the upscale Al-Hamra. Under
Saudi Arabia's political asylum law, Idi
Amin received a monthly stipend, which
was never publicly disclosed. However, his
children were seen working in various jobs
in Saudi Arabia, from menial to white-collar
positions. Idi Amin had five wives and 33
children.

Idi Amin was indeed a peculiar and
eccentric figure who always remained in the
spotlight due to his bizarre statements and
actions. In 1974, he even suggested to the
United Nations that they should move their
headquarters to Kampala, Uganda, claiming
that it was the centre of the world and also a
neutral country. On another occasion, he
made a remark about Julius Nyerere, the
President of Tanzania, saying, "If he were a
woman, I would marry him.”

During his exile in Saudi Arabia, Idi Amin
lived a relatively quiet life, and the Saudi
press never interviewed him. However, a
few years before his death, Uganda's
"Sunday Vision" published an interview
with him in which he said, "I don't regret
anything; I'm proud that I didn't loot my
country's money like other African leaders,
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and I'm still sending funds to support the
education of orphaned children in Uganda."
When Idi Amin died, the then-President of
Uganda, Godfrey Binaisa, commented, "I
can't cry for him, but I have sympathy for
his family. I have sent a condolence message
to his widow." However, he did not allow
Idi Amin's body to be buried in Uganda.

Idi Amin's participation in the 1974 Islamic
Summit Conference in Lahore, Pakistan, is a
fascinating story. He arrived in Pakistan
with a 26-member delegation, and his
participation in the conference was marked
by a series of intriguing events. The leader
of the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) and
then-Provincial Minister of Punjab, Rana
Shaukat Mahmood, has written a detailed
and engaging account of Idi Amin's visit
and his experiences during the conference
in his book "Ingilab aur Rad-e-Ingilab Ki
Kahani." He writes, "My meeting with
Uganda's President Idi Amin at the Islamic
Summit Conference was not without its
interesting moments. He not only caused
trouble for everyone due to his habits but

also entertained wus." The conference
organisers had prepared a list of delegates
and their accompanying persons in

advance, and it was confirmed that each
head of state would be accompanied by
their spouse so that arrangements could be
made for their accommodation and other
necessities. Moreover, Begum Nusrat
Bhutto, the wife of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, was
also expected to receive the visiting first
ladies and extend hospitality to them. But
Idi Amin proved to be above all
conventions and protocols. I still remember
that Idi Amin arrived in Pakistan on his
130-C plane, which was painted in a khaki

colour and had a lot of dust and dirt on it.
When Idi Amin landed in Pakistan, I, along
with Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, went to receive
him at the airport. The plane's door was
relatively small, and it was clear that it was
a cargo plane, designed for a specific
purpose. Despite the small door, a very tall
and robust person emerged with great
difficulty, and with a lot of effort, he finally
came out. As he stood before us, his
towering figure, at least 6 feet 8 inches tall,
was imposing. And to our surprise, a row of
women followed him out of the plane,
leaving Bhutto Sahab and us in a state of
confusion, wondering what on earth was
going on! Because there was no prior
confirmation or even a mention of Idi Amin
bringing any women with him. That's why
Begum Nusrat Bhutto was not present to
receive them. She was suddenly informed
about the arrival of Idi Amin's wives and
children, and she quickly came out of her
room, hurrying to the scene.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto is a wise and capable
person. If he wanted to come to Uganda, I
would be willing to make him the Prime
Minister of Uganda, so that the people of
Uganda could benefit from his intelligence."
These words were spoken by Idi Amin in

1977, after General Zia-ul-Haq had
overthrown  Zulfikar  Ali ~ Bhutto's
government.

Idi Amin died on August 16, 2003, in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, due to high blood
buried in Ruwais

pressure. He was

Cemetery in Jeddah.

The writer is an Undergraduate Student of
International Relations at FUUAST, Karachi.
Reach him at:ladwanisanjay2@gmail.com
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DEPARTMENT’S GRAND EVENT:

INAUGURATION CEREMONY OF THE

RUSSIAN LANGUAGE CENTER AT FUUAST

e L | SR S A SR |

he inauguration ceremony of
the Russian Language center
took place on the 26 of March

2024. It took place in the Seminar Hall of
Molvi Abdul Haq Campus.

CHIEF GUEST AND GUESTS OF THE
EVENT

Prof.Dr.Zabta
(Vice-Chancellor)
University of Art,

Khan Shinwari
Federal Urdu
Science and

Technology ,Karachi
Andrey Viktorovich ~ Fedorov
(Consul General) Russian

Federation, Karachi

e M.Asif Khan Member of Provincial
Assembly, Sindh

e Faisal Edhi (Chairman) Edhi
Foundation

PROGRAM DETAILS :

e The ceremony commenced with the
arrival of guests and dignitaries,
followed by the national anthems of
the Russian Federation and the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

e After that, the recitation of the Holy

Quran took place, followed by a
brief introduction to the programme
by Dr. Faisal Javaid.
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Mr. Andrey Viktorovich Fedorov, the
Consul General of the Russian
Federation in Karachi, delivered a

speech, highlighting the importance
o f language and cultural exchange

between Russia and Pakistan.

The Chief Guest, Prof. Dr. Zabta
Khan Shinwari, Vice Chancellor of
the Federal Urdu University of Arts,
Science, and Technology, Karachi,
addressed the audience,

emphasizing the significance of the

Russian  Language Centre in

promoting linguistic and cultural

diversity. He also expressed his
gratitude to the Russian Federation
for their support in establishing the

center.
Dr. Mamnoon Ahmad Khan
delivered the vote of thanks,

acknowledging the efforts of the
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organizers and the guests for
making the event a success.
OBJECTIVES :
e The opening of the Russian

language center at the Federal Urdu
University of Arts, Science, and
Technology, Abdul Haq Campus, in
Karachi marks a critical turning
point in the academic and cultural
exchange between Pakistan and
Russia.

e The Russian cultural center seeks
to advance both language and
culture while offering academics
and students a forum for
cross-cultural communication.

e All students and scholars are
eligible for a free Russian language
course at the language center,
ranging from  beginning to
advanced level.

e To promote a cultural connection
and foster connections between
the Russian language learning and
research community and Pakistani
scholars, the language center holds
academic conferences, language
exchange  programmes,  and
cultural activities.

e The university’s establishment of the

Centre

Russian Language

demonstrates its dedication to
linguistic and cultural diversity.

e The language center has opened up
a new platform for academic and
cultural exchange between Russia

and Pakistan.

HIGHLIGHT :

The inauguration of the Russian Language
Centre, which marks a significant milestone
in the academic collaboration between
Russia and Pakistan. The center aims to
promote the Russian language and culture,
and provide a platform for students and
scholars to engage in linguistic and cultural
exchange.The programme concluded with a
group photo and
guests.

the departure of the

Organising Team :

Nuzat Tariq Usman (Moderator)
Abdul Samad

Erum Naz

Abdul Rehman

Sanjay Kumar

Hamza Bhutto

Anees

Ali Ain
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Worked voluntarily :

Nayaz Hashmi, Taha Javed, Ayesha Farhad,
Taba Sagheer, M. Yousef, Zoha, Noreen,
Paras, Shariq Ahmed, Jamshad, Naveed,
Jamshed saif ali, Usman sheikh, Ashar ali,
Jamal ud din, Agqsa, Javeria, Ponam,
Shahbaz, Rimsha, M Huzaifa, Hassan ul
haq, Tabbasum, Areesha, Rameen rafi.
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4 UNDERGRADUATE POSTER CONFERENCE

FROM PETER TO PUTIN: AN ASTONISHING JOURNEY FROM
PRO-WESTERNIZATION TO ANTI-WESTERNIZATION 2.0

3RD UNDERGRADUATE
POSTER CONFERENCE

:An Aslonism!\g
om Pro- Westevnizanon to
“ Journely\rft‘;-Westernization 2.0

] éwfp

B e A
A L ’,\"‘ié ’

peter to putin

he ceremony of the 3rd

Undergraduate Poster
Conference took place on the
06th of June 2024 at Russian Centre for

Science and Culture Karachi.

CHIEF GUEST AND GUESTS OF THE
EVENT:

e Associate Prof Dr Shahid Igbal:
(Dean and Incharge) Federal Urdu
University of Arts, Science and

ISWITH YO!

Toe oo gty

Technology,
Karachi.

Mr. Ruslan Prokhorov: (Director)
Russian Centre for Science and

Abdul-Haq Campus

Culture Karachi.
Dr Umair: (Assistant Professor) IBA
Karachi.

Dr Ali: (Assistant  Professor)
University of Karachi.

Dr. Shuja ud din (Assistant
Professor) FUUAST
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PROGRAM DETAILS:

The programme was moderated by
Miss Erum Naz
Charge).

The  programme began on its

(Conference In

scheduled time with the recitation of
the Holy Quran, followed by the
National anthems of the Islamic
Pakistan and the
Russian Federation.

Republic  of

Dr.Faisal Javaid, Conference
Convener, delivered a welcome
remarks and highlighting the

objectives and importance of the
Poster conference.

Mr.Ruslan  Prokhorov,
Russian Culture Centre delivered his

Director

insightful remarks and show his
hope for both states future friendly
ties.

The Chief Guest Prof Dr.Shahid
Igbal, Dean and In charge of the
Federal Urdu University of Arts
Science and Technology Abdul-Haq
Campus Karachi, addressed the
audience, emphasizing the
significance of the Russian history
which is hidden to the entire world
and  appreciated the  poster
presenter’s researches and entire
organizing teams efforts. He also
expressed his gratitude to the
Russian Centre of Science and
Culture for their collaboration and
support in
conference.
Dr. Muhammad Arif Khan,

Conference Coordinator delivered

organizing the

the vote of thanks, acknowledging
the efforts of the organizers and the

guests for making this event
successful.

In the first session, eight
presentations were covered by

different students on the imperial
Russian history including current
Russian President Putin’s Arsenal
and warfare tactics and nuclear
deterrence strategies towards West.

In the
presentations were placed over the

Second session, nine
audience by different Federal Urdu
University including
Federation students just after the tea
break.

The audience and guest enjoyed an

Russian

extravagant lunch at the end of
presentations.

The certificate distributed among the
conference participants and the
organizing team members.
Mr.Ruslan Prokhorov acknowledged
the efforts of all the organising
committee and the participants to
made it a successful conference and
restated his commitment for future
cooperation to promote academic
and cultural activities in Pakistan.

Dr Faisal
concluding remarks and appreciated

Javaid delivered his
the  researcher’s efforts and
organising team for this memorable
event in the Russo-Pak relations. He
had shown deeply gratitude to all
the guests and audience for their
valuable presence.

The programme concluded with a
group photo and the departure of
the guests.
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CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES:

o The conference aims to enhance
skills in the field of
research and communications.

student’s

e To demonstrate Russian history
which is hidden to the world.

e The Russian cultural center seeks to
advance both the new ideas and
culture while offering academics and
students a forum for cross-cultural
research and expression.

e To promote a cultural and academic
ties fostering connection between
the Russian Culture Centre and

Pakistani scholars and research
community.
e The department of International

Relations shows its dedication
towards the students to provide a
forum for research and expression

along its diversity.

HIGHLIGHTS:

The  successful  conduct of  3rd
Undergraduate Poster Conference marks
another significant milestone in the

academic collaboration between Russia and
Pakistan just after the establishment of
Russian Language Centre in Federal Urdu
University Abdul Haq Campus Karachi.
The conference aims to promote a research
environment along the display of hidden
part of the Russian history and provide a
platform for research students and scholars
to engage in research base activities.

POSTER PRESENTERS FROM
DIFFERENT UNIVERSITIES OF RUSSIA

e Abdul Samad, MA IR: Far Eastern
Federal University

e Nuzhat Tariqp, MA IR: Far Eastern
Federal University

e Maryam Anwar, MA IR: Far Eastern
Federal University

e Qurtuba Aslam, MIGIMO, Russian
Federation MA Public Policy

e Muhammad Umar Farooq, MA-IR
TSU, Russian Federation

SERFS: AN ENTANSEE
s FATE 0F nevema nee

POSTERPRESENTERS FROM  THE
DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS, FEDERAL URDU
UNIVERSITY OF ARTS SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY, KARACHI.

Sanjay Kumar
Abdul Rehman
Abdul Basit
Sheriyar Siddiqui
Aabiya Batool
Arooba Khan
Anumta Noor
Taba Sagheer
Anees Hussian
Hafiz Muhammad Yousuf
Shafiq un Nisa

Erum Naz
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Shehryar Siddique

Hafiz Muhammad Yousuf
Taba Sagheer

Anees Qambrani

Anumta Noor

Sanjay Kumar

Abdul Basit

THE REVOLUTION OF 1905: POLITICAL UNREST
'AND S

Bl MHVEMENTS

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE:

e Dr Faisal Javaid (Conference
Convener)

e Dr Muhammad  Arif Khan

(Conference Coordinator)

Nuzhat Tariq (Conference Assistant)

Erum Naz (Conference In-charge)

Abdul Rehman (Focal Person)

Arooba Khan

Aabiya Batool
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THE SIMULATION ON FORMULATION OF FOREIGN POLICY

he Department of International
Relations at FUUAST organized
a foreign policy simulation on June 4, 2024,
at Lincoln Corner PACC, under the
supervision of Dr. Faisal Javaid and Dr.
Muhammad Arif Khan. This simulation was

part of the Foreign Policy Analysis course,
taught by Dr. Faisal Javaid.

The simulation involved three teams, each
consisting  of thirty  students,
representing the United States, China, and

over

Iran. The teams debated and formulated
foreign policy on specific case studies. The
USA team focused on the withdrawal of
troops from Afghanistan, the China team
discussed the recognition of Taiwan after
Nancy Pelosi's visit, and the Iran team
addressed the response to the Israeli attack
on the Iranian Embassy in Syria.

The simulation began with the recitation of
the Holy Quran and opening remarks by Dr.
Faisal Javaid and Dr. Muhammad Arif
Khan. Students presented their arguments
and counterarguments, supported by
logical and factual analysis. The Dean of
Arts and In charge Campus FUUAST Abdul

haq Campus, Prof. Dr. Shahid Igbal,
commended the students and faculty
members for promoting collaborative

learning and teamwork. Dr. Syed Shuja
Uddin, a faculty member of the Department
of International Relations, also attended and
appreciated the students' efforts.

The simulation concluded with closing

remarks by Dr.  Faisal  Javaid,
acknowledging the teams' hard work and
dedication to understanding  the

complexities of foreign policy formulation.
Overall, the simulation provided a valuable
the

allowing them to apply theoretical concepts

learning experience for students,

to real-world scenarios.
THE JUDGES OF THE SIMULATION:

e Dr. Faisal Javaid, Assistant Professor
e Dr. Muhammad Arif Khan, Assistant
Professor

CHIEF GUEST OF THE SIMULATION:

e Prof. Dr. Shahid Igbal, Dean of Arts
and In Charge Campus FUUAST

OBJECTIVES OF THE EVENT:
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formation of foreign policy on June 4, 2024, SHarcr;Z:l]'Szl'lttgh h
at Lincoln Corner PACC. The simulation Ye A =ha
Qirat Khan

had a number of objectives. By highlighting

. L X . Nimra Akram
the factors impacting international relations

Sarah Ejaz
M. Shahneel

decision-making processes, it primarily
aimed to improve students' understanding
of the difficulties involved in developing TEAMS IN THE SIMULATION:
foreign policies for different nations.
Additionally, by encouraging students to
assess current international events and their
consequences and by fostering a deeper
participation through discussions and
strategy creation, the simulation aimed to
strengthen students' analytical and critical
thinking skills.

Another important goal was to encourage
cooperation and collaborative learning.

Students were able to collaborate in groups

to recreate the policy-making process and TEAM USA:

gain crucial communication and e Leader Hamza Bhutto

cooperation skills that are necessary for e Co-Leader: Nimra Akram
international diplomacy because to the

simulation. In  addition, by using Case Study: US troops withdrawal from
role-playing, the exercise aimed to resemble Afghanistan

the dynamics of actual diplomacy and KEY ACTORS:

negotiations to give students a forum for

diplomatic ~ discussion and  dispute President
resolution. National Security Advisor
) . ) Members of Congress
The simulation's focus on current topics was
. : . State Department
one of its main features. In order to obtain a
Secretary of State

deeper understanding of the geopolitical

) ) Under Secretary of Political Affairs
and strategic factors behind these events,

- Members of the State Department
students discussed and addressed current
) i i Defence Department
international issues, such as the US
. . ) Secretary of Defence
withdrawal from Afghanistan, Taiwan's
o . . o Under Secretary of Defence
recognition following Nancy Pelosi's visit,
, . Members of the Defence Department
and Iran's response to the Israeli attack on . )
Representatives from Media

Afghan Stakeholders

its embassy in Syria.
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The Simulation started with the opening
all stakeholders
presenting their arguments of the situation.

statements from key
The Department of Defence and Afghan
Stakeholders were in the favour of extended
Presence  of American troops in
Afghanistan, while the Department of State,
Congress the
representatives from media were supporters
of the withdrawal of US troops from
Afghanistan. After Listening to the

Arguments, the President and the National

Members of and

Security Advisor came to the decision that
the troops stationed in Afghanistan should
be withdrawn.

TEAM IRAN:

e Leader: Syed Ali Ain Shah
Co-Leader: Sarah Ejaz
Case Study: Iran's response to the
Israeli attack on its embassy in Syria

KEY ACTORS:

Supreme Leader
President

Foreign Minister
Assembly of Experts

National Security Council

e National and International Media
Advisors
Army Chief

e IRGC Chief

The Iranian simulation started with the
all
stakeholders presenting their arguments of

opening  statements  from key
the situation. The Supreme Leader, The
President, The Army chief and the IRGC
Chief advocated for immediate military
The

Minister was also in support of action but

response against Israel. Foreign
he was more inclined towards diplomatic
ways and was trying to convince the
President and the Supreme Leader to gather
proof to present the case to the international
community. The Assembly of Experts were
not advocating for any particular action but
were focusing on logically thought-out
actions. The Media on the other hand was
presenting its point that we understand the
national perspective and public anger but
while doing do we can be pushed more
deep into the sanctions. In the end, the
Supreme Leader advised that Iran will not
be sitting idle and will be retaliating on the
attack and this

supported by the President, implementing a

Israeli decision was

plan of action.

TEAM CHINA:
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e Leader: Qirat Khan
Co-Leader: M. Shahneel

e Case Study: Taiwan's recognition
following Nancy Pelosi's visit

KEY ACTORS:

President

Premier

Defence Minister
Foreign Minister
State-Owned Enterprises
Media

State Council

The simulation started with the opening
statements from all key stakeholders
presenting their arguments of the situation.
The Premier and the Defence Minister was
in the favour of the military action to
integrate Taiwan into China. The Foreign
Minister, the State-Owned Enterprises, State
Council and the Media advised the
President =~ on  peaceful  diplomatic
negotiations, suggesting the ideologies of
Mao Zedong. After this, the President
decided that military action in the region
will not only harm the economy of China
but will disrupt trade routes harming global

economy.
CONCLUSION OF THE EVENT:

The foreign policy simulation held by the
Department of International Relations at
FUUAST on June 4th, 2024, was a
significant success. Students enhanced their
understanding of foreign policy
complexities and developed critical
thinking skills by engaging with real-world
scenarios. The event fostered teamwork and
provided practical experience in diplomatic

negotiations and  conflict resolution.
Supervised by esteemed faculty, the
simulation enriched students' academic
learning and equipped them with essential
skills for future careers in international
relations, making a lasting impact on all
participants.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SIMULATION:
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POETRY SECTION

Ll

THE LABORER’'S TALE

Work is what we do each day,
Building homes and roads, come what may.

With our hands, we craft and mold,
From dawn til dusk,our stories unfold.

We're tired and sore, yet strong and bright,
No time to rest, from day to night.
Proud of the things we build and do,

We toil in the sun, rain, and snow too.

To make a living and see it grow,
our hands may tire,our pace be slow.

But we keep going,forevermore,

Noreen Basheer

IR Final Year

Federal Urdu University

Arts Science and Technology
Noreenbasheer30@gmail.com
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The Politico vista Magazine is very appreciable in its base. The Politico Vista Magazine is
the work of bilingual students and the truest and deepest result of the teaching of
highly qualified teachers. The Politico Vista Magazine is a clear reflection of Fuuast
(University which came in front of ordinary stone to diamond only by their teachers and
different informative works of students: from concerned issues to broad views towards
international affairs.

THE POLITICO VISTA VISIONARY

There is a vision of truth in the Politico Vista
It is a deep work perspiration of strong team

How did the truest bilingual students achieve fame?
To make a shadow of reality of the teacher to frame

The vision of Politico Vista is the full bonding of all
To tell the readers, how real the rational never falls

The one is loved by others, to hold the clear path to inform
The concept to show, how to know by the direction to form

The department of love and the formation of true change
The support is placed to deal with clear views of strange

To touch the boundary of knowing, just come here to it
Thus, the truth is caught in the shape of truly real work in it

To come to know the reality llttle to blgger, diligence in the magazine
It is full of informed know in.the body of Politico Vista magazine

NAME: WAHEED KHAN
Fy DEPARTMENT: ENGLISH
#i 5. SEMESTER:7th
ﬁ% m{#ﬁ' | EMAIL:waheedkhan32482060@gmail.com
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POLITICO’S BINOCULAR

(|

BY SANJAY KUMAR

NARENDRA MODI'S ASCENDANCY IN INDIAN
POLITICS: A TALE OF TWO TERMS AND A THIRD

arendra Modi's political career

spans over four decades, rising
from a humble beginning to
the
Minister of India for three consecutive

becoming longest-serving ~ Prime
terms. His journey is marked by significant
achievements, controversies, and a distinct
approach to regional relations. Modi's entry
into politics was started by his involvement

with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), a right-wing Hindu nationalist
organization, and then the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). He quickly rose through the
ranks, becoming the General Secretary of
the BJP in 1998. In 2001, he was appointed
the Chief Minister of Gujarat, a position he
held until 2014. His tenure in Gujarat was
economic

characterized by significant
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growth and development, which earned
him a reputation as an effective leader.
However, his role in the 2002 Gujarat riots,
which resulted in the deaths of over 1,000
people, mostly Muslims, has been a subject
of controversy and debate.

Modi's charismatic leadership and promises

of economic development and good
governance propelled him to the national
stage. In the 2014 general elections, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won a landslide
victory, and Modi

Minister. Modi's first term as Prime Minister

became the Prime
was marked by significant achievements,
including the implementation of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) and the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission). He
the Ayushman Bharat
healthcare scheme, which provided health

also launched
insurance to millions of Indians. However,
his term was also apparent in some
controversies, including the demonetization
of high-denomination
which led to widespread
economic disruption, and the suppression

currency notes,
chaos and
of dissent and press freedom concerns.
Modi's popularity endured in the 2019
general elections, and the BJP secured an
even larger mandate in the elections. Modi's
second term has been marked by continued
economic growth and development, as well

as significant controversies. The
government invested heavily in
infrastructure ~ development,  including

roads, railways, and airports, and expanded
various social welfare schemes, including
the Ayushman Bharat healthcare scheme.
His government's decision to revoke Article
370, which granted special status to Jammu
and Kashmir, and the implementation of the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), which

sparked protests and
discrimination against Muslims, have been
widely criticized. The handling of the 2020
Delhi riots, which resulted in the deaths of

over 50 people, has also been a subject of

allegations  of

controversy. The government's farm laws
sparked protests from farmers, who feared
losing their land and livelihoods, and also
faced their
tendencies and centralization of power.

criticism for authoritarian

Modi's approach to foreign relations has
been distinct, with a focus on strengthening
ties with neighboring countries and major
world powers. In 2014, when he became
Prime Minister, he invited all SAARC
to his swearing-in
Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif also

leaders ceremony.
attended this ceremony, but Modi's tenure
was marked by a complex relationship with
Pakistan, with tensions escalating over
Kashmir and cross-border terrorism. The
Balakot airstrike in 2019 was a significant
turning point, demonstrating India's
willingness to take military action against
Pakistan-based terror groups. With China,
Modi has adopted a more nuanced
approach, seeking to balance economic
cooperation with strategic competition. The
Doklam standoff in 2017 and the ongoing
border disputes have tested India's resolve.
Regionally, Modi has sought to strengthen
ties with neighboring countries, particularly
through the "Neighborhood First" policy,
which
relationships with its neighbors. Through

aimed to revitalize India's
this, he visited all neighboring countries
except Pakistan. Modi's regional policy has
aimed to project India as a responsible and
dominant power in the region, while also
seeking to address the country's security

and economic interests. While there have
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been significant successes, challenges
remain, particularly in relation to Pakistan

and China.

India's 2024 general election marked a
significant milestone as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi secured a historic third
term in office. However, the election results
showed a shift in the political landscape,
with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) failing
to achieve an absolute majority. Instead, the
BJP has formed a coalition government with
other political parties through the NDA
alliance, which may impact Modi's ability to
implement his policy agenda. Despite the
reduced majority, Modi's continuation in
office is expected to ensure policy continuity
and a focus on economic growth. However,
the election results also highlighted the
need for greater focus, as the BJP faced
stronger challenges than anticipated. On the
domestic front, Modi may need to walk
carefully to keep his coalition together,
which could impact policy decisions. In
terms of international relations, Modi's
image in the global arena is unlikely to
significantly, but his ability to
negotiate with world leaders may be

suffer

affected by his reduced mandate. Overall,
Modi's third term is likely to be marked by
a more cautious approach to domestic and
international issues. As Modi embarks on

his third term, he faces significant
challenges, but his ability to address these
challenges and navigate the complex

geopolitical landscape of the region will be
crucial to his legacy and India's future.

The writer is an Undergraduate Student of
International Relations at FUUAST, Karachi.
Reach him at:ladwanisanjay2@gmail.com
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BOOK REVIEW

N \

BY JASHANPREET RANDHAWA

THE RISE OF MODERN CHINA BY IMMANUEL C.Y.Hsu

Immanucel

his book is Immanuel C.Y.
Hsu's The Rise of Modern
China (2000). Oxford University
Press, Inc.,, New York. Hardcover, ISBN
0195125045. This book be
illuminating read for students seeking to
deeper China’s
background, from the year 1600 up to the

can an

delve into historical

present day. The author’s sixth edition

offers a comprehensive overview of

Chinese history, presented with
minimal bias and supported by reliable
references. The author’s writing style is
engaging and insightful, providing a
vivid and detailed account of the key
events and milestones that have shaped
China’s rich cultural heritage. Whether
you are a student of history or simply
curious about China’s past, this book is
an invaluable resource that provides a
fascinating insight into one of the
oldest diverse

It aims to answer the

world’s and most
civilisations.
question of when modern China
actually began by  elaborately
discussing whether it was the 16™ or
19™ century. While one school of
thought regards the period of the
opium war (1839-42) as the departure
China, school
emphasises the transition from the Ming to
the Qing dynasty (1644), where the arrival

of traditional another

of European scholars and missionaries
brought modernism to China. The author
confirms that the second school is a more
plausible argument, despite the first school
having stronger claims. By adopting an
eclectic notion, the author opines that the
major developments of 19"-century China
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can be best studied through the lenses of the
16t century, which provides the crucial
background required to understand the
modern growth of China. Despite its
academic nature, Hsu's writing style
remains engaging and clear, making the
material approachable even for those with

limited prior knowledge of China.

I had the opportunity to review the second
part of a book that covers the rise of the
Chinese people’s republic post-1949. The
book is an excellent piece of work, covering
various aspects of China’s history in detail.
The authors have done a commendable job
of presenting the book’s content in an
organised and easy-to-follow manner. The
book comprises 17 chapters that follow a
chronological order Mao’s
experiments with the country to Jiang

from

Zemin and the return of Hong Kong and
Macao to China. The authors have balanced
the chapters well, and the timeline runs
smoothly through them. This allows readers
to gain a clear understanding of what was
happening in the country at a particular
time and location and the government’s
response to it. The initial chapter of the
book provides an in-depth analysis of Mao’s
character through his policies during his
years of service. It also discusses the
party

economic

government structure, line,

administrative structure,
development, and social and psychological
control of Mao’s reign. The book clearly
shows the interlinking of domestic politics
and international decisions. The authors
have presented their views on Mao’s reign
and his associates in a balanced manner.
However, while explaining events, this

book doesn’t cover in depth all the events

and periods, and somewhere the breadth of
the book dominates the depth.

The book has brilliant maps, data, and
official portraits of high-ranking leaders and
officials, making it easy for readers to
visualise and interpret the meanings. The
authors have also covered the role of Mao's
fourth wife, Jiang Qing, and her quest for
power, providing new insights into China’s
history. The author presents a nuanced
Mao’s leadership,
his unparalleled
revolutionary accomplishments while also

perspective
acknowledging

on

identifying areas where he fell short as a
nation-builder,
Teng's reign. This view was displayed as

certainly before starting

“As a revolutionary, Mao had few peers. As
a nation-builder, he was unequal to the task
(p. 768). The third section of the book covers
China after Mao, which is primarily focused
on the political upheavals that China’s
high-ranking officials suffered after Mao’s
death. The authors have discussed the rise
of Teng Hsiao-ping to power and his
influence on the party with his new vision
The last
written chapters show the reforms that Teng

of “Economics in Command.”

took to make China stand on its feet, but as
compared to the prior section, the author
relatively more analytical with Mao’s year
of leadership than Teng Hsiao-ping.

The book has a descriptive approach while
presenting history and simply states the
aspects their
impacts through facts and figures, rather

important historical and
than providing an analytical summary. For

example, the authors have brilliantly
explained the impact of the open-door
policy on China’s economy through data

collected from the Bureau of Statistics in
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1987-1992, including exports from China
and the trade deficit of the USA with China.
The very last chapter collectively portrays
the return of Hong Kong and Macao to
China and serves as a summary of the
whole book. The author lucidly explains the
roadmap that China covered from 1800 to
1997 and provides the important historical
events that led to China’s development.
Overall, the book is an excellent resource for
anyone interested in China’s history and
development. While not without its
limitations, the book’s strengths far
outweigh them, making it an essential read
for anyone who wants to have a bird’s-eye
view of the rise of modern China.

The writer is currently enrolled in Master of
Arts of politics with specialization in
international studies at Jawaharlal Nehru
University. Along with it, she has been working
as junior research associate at Christ deemed to
be university, Bangalore.

Reach her at: Jashanpreetr21@gmail.com
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BY AAMIR NAZIR

he Art of War by Sun Tzu is a
classic Leaders

manuscript.

frequently make reference to it.
It's actually one of the most important
leadership books ever written.Its lessons are
applicable to almost every setting where
conflict, tension, or rivalry may arise,
including business, sports, your personal
life, and parenthood. This handbook was
written 2,500 years ago. When Chinese
general Sun Tzu was active in the fifth
century BCE, China was experiencing
numerous wars during the period, and at
that time Sun Tzu was emerging victorious.
In this book, Sun Tzu discusses war,
although its concepts are mainly centred on
non-violent alternatives to actual war, such
as temporary capitulation. The book's core

thesis is that you should "pick your wars"
and that it's preferable to win a war without
engaging in any combat at all.

Soft power was mastered by Sun Tzu. In
other words, he attempted to win battles
without actually engaging in war. He
believes that making a whole new set of
rules is one way to prevent war.

Sun Tzu believed that if warfare was
necessary, he should prioritise winning easy
wars. He further writes that insider
information is the most effective approach
to winning easy wars. Sun Tzu advocated
for psychological warfare and surveillance
tactics. He prioritises the spying because,
while taking action against your enemy, it's
important to "know the enemy." If you
know your enemy, you must act quickly”.

Further, Sun Tzu writes that "the essence of
war is speed." Taking advantage of the
enemy's lack of preparation by attacking
him in areas where he hasn't taken any
safety measures and by using unexpected
routes. To put it another way, timing and
quickness are essential for success. Make
sure to move quickly and to enter the game
in an unexpected direction. You have to be
ready for something like that.You must be
able to move quickly in order to initiate an
attack. Your rival's attention is diverted by
recent significant changes, so take
advantage of this opportunity!
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The most important lesson from this book
is that not all conflicts have to result in
battles. It would be smarter to learn about
your rivals, think creatively, and start your
own instead of going to fight at all. I
recommend this book because it teaches us
how we can make decisions in any situation
and how to overcome them.

The writer is an undergraduate student of
international Relations from Federal Urdu
University Of Arts Science and Technology
,Karachi

Reach him at: nazeerahmedmashori@gmail.com
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BY SYED ALI AIN SHAH

PAKISIANSE
OLIC 1947-201

FIPTIL LRI T

bl

bl

Introduction:

akistan’s Foreign ~ Policy

1947-2009: This book provides

an in-depth overview of
Pakistan's diplomatic initiatives from the
beginning till the end of the first decade of
the twenty-first century. As an experienced
diplomat himself, Sattar offers this well
researched study with an insider's point.
The book analyses the complex variables
that have influenced Pakistan's foreign
policy environment over time, from its

PAKISTAN’S FOREIGN POLICY 1947-2009 CONCISE

important alliances with global powers to
its ~ complicated  relationship = with
neighboring India. With skill, Sattar covers
the socioeconomic, political, and security
obstacles that have impacted Pakistan's
foreign policy, offering readers insightful
information on the country's changing place
in the world community.

The book's methodology, which is both
detailed and short, is one of its most
important characteristics. Years of
diplomatic ~ history are  expertly
condensed by Sattar into an argument
that is easy to read and understand for
both academics and average readers. His
clear writing manner and insightful
remarks also provide the historical tale
in more depth and inspire readers to
think deeply about the topic at hand.
Review:

The beginning of Pakistan's Foreign Policy"
author probably starts off by looking at the
initial years after Pakistan gained its
independence and how the country's
foreign policy developed in the years that
accompanied partition. This book sheds
light on Pakistan's early diplomatic
attempts, the difficulties it encountered as a
young mnation, and the geopolitical
environment of the period. 1947-1958 In
this passage, Sattar probably talks about the
early years of Pakistan's foreign policy, first
under Liaquat Ali Khan as prime minister
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and then under Ayub Khan as the country's
first military dictator. In the initial
discussion, Sattar went into detail about
Pakistan's attempts to manage regional
dynamics, form alliances to protect its
interests, and establish its identity on the
international scene.

Sattar certainly examines Pakistan's foreign
policy from 1958 to 1969, when Ayub Khan
was president, a time of heightened Cold
War tensions and disturbances in the region.
In this era, the author commented on
Pakistan's cooperation with the US, its ties
to other nations like Afghanistan and India,
and its involvement in territorial disputes
like the Indo-Pakistani Wars. 1971~ 1977 "
Pakistan's foreign policy strategy saw
substantial changes while Bhutto was prime
minister. Sattar could examine Bhutto's
approach to addressing the aftermath of the
Bangladesh Freedom Movement and its
consequences for Pakistan's foreign policy,
his focus on self-reliance (dubbed "Islamic
socialism"), and his attempts to fortify
connections with Muslim nations.

1977-1988 Pakistan's foreign policy was
marked by an enhanced Cold War rivalry
under Zia-Ul-Haq's military dictatorship,
especially because of its engagement in the
Afghan-Soviet War. Sattar went into
Pakistan's front-line status in the war, its
strengthening relations with Saudi Arabia
and the US, and the implications for peace
in the region. Sattar probably provides
readers with a broad overview of Pakistan's
foreign policy development through these
first few decades, highlighting significant
turning points, difficulties, and the
interactions between local and global forces
influencing the country's foreign course.
1988-1999 This era will probably look at
Pakistan's foreign policy posture after

General Zia-Ul-Haq passed away. Sattar can
examine the changes in foreign policy
priorities and the handoff from military to
civilian administration under Benazir
Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif. He might talk
about Pakistan's efforts to manage tensions
in the region, especially its relationships
with Afghanistan and India, as well as its
place in the larger geopolitical picture that
emerged after the end of the Cold War.
South Asia's nuclearization This era
concentrated on the diplomatic tactics,
geopolitical calculations, and international
consequences of Pakistan's pursuit of
nuclear weapons, given its capacity for
nuclear weapons and the circumstances
leading up to its nuclearization. Sattar
might go over Pakistan's struggles with
sanctions and diplomatic isolation, as well
as the effects of nuclearization on
international relations and regional stability.

An important development in South Asian
geopolitics was the 1999 Kargil dispute
involving India and Pakistan. The causes,
course, and effects of the conflict, as well as
how it has affected Pakistan's foreign policy,
notably with India and the world at large,
may be closely examined by Sattar. He also
evaluates  how  nuclear  deterrence
influenced the course of the conflict and
how it was resolved. Pakistan finds itself at
the forefront of the worldwide war on terror
after the 9/11 attacks. Pakistan's reaction to
the shifting geopolitical environment is
probably covered in this chapter. Topics
covered include its partnership with the US
in the war on terror, its assistance in the
US-led intervention in Afghanistan, and the
challenges Pakistan faces both at home and
abroad as a result of its engagement in the
conflict. =~ Pakistan  noticed  multiple
challenges as the twenty-first century
began, from economic instability and
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regional conflicts to terrorism and
extremism. Sattar can evaluate how
Pakistan's foreign policy changed to deal
with these issues, such as its initiatives to
fight terrorism, strengthen ties with its
neighbors, and raise its  stature
internationally in the face of evolving
power dynamics. Sattar might go into detail
about the consequences of Pakistan's 9/11
alliance with the United States. He might
look at the effects of this alignment on
Pakistan's interactions with non-state actors
and extremist elements inside its borders, as
well as on In addition to Pakistan's
relationships with other major regional
actors, like China and Russia, Sattar can also
examine the internal issues Pakistan has
encountered as a result of its involvement.

Further author probably centers around
Pakistan's conciliatory drives pointed
toward settling provincial struggles,
especially its endeavors in regards to the
Kashmir issue with India and the
compromise cycle in Afghanistan. Sattar
assesses the viability of Pakistan's discretion
in moderating pressures and cultivating
harmony, while additionally tending to the
snags and difficulties experienced in these
undertakings. Besides, he might investigate
the role of outsider intercession and global
mediation in working with compromise
endeavors. Given the meaning of monetary
contemplations in molding international
strategy, this part might feature Pakistan's
endeavors to upgrade financial discretion
and advance provincial mix drives. Sattar
might talk about Pakistan's support in
provincial discussions like SAARC (South
Asian Relationship  for  Territorial
Participation) and its quest for economic
deals and monetary organizations with
adjoining nations, and then some. He may
likewise survey the difficulties and open

doors introduced by globalization and the
monetary  relationship for Pakistan's
international strategy goals.

Sattar also looks at Pakistan's relationship
with developing countries like China and its
strategic ramifications as the global power
balances change. Sattar had examined how
regional geopolitics are affected by the
strengthening ties between China and
Pakistan, particularly the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). In addition, he
might look into Pakistan's relations with
other rising countries like Iran, Turkey, and
Russia and how such relationships affect
Pakistan's foreign policy outlook as
alliances and alignments shift. The ongoing
difficulties and new prospects facing
Pakistan's foreign policy in the twenty-first
century. He talked about the political,
economic, and security issues that continue
to affect Pakistan's relations with the
outside world, as well as the opportunities
for stability in the area and international
participation. addition, Sattar has
suggestions for negotiating the intricacies of
modern  geopolitics and  promoting
Pakistan's interests abroad. how democratic
shifts affect Pakistan's foreign policy
coherence and continuity. Sattar had to look
into how Pakistan's external connections,
especially its interactions with important
friends and enemies, were impacted by
changes in domestic politics and leadership.
He also evaluated how democratic
institutions influence the formulation of
foreign policy and preserve institutional
memory within Pakistan's diplomatic
establishment.

In

With the continuing danger of illegal
intimidation and radicalism, this section
probably investigates Pakistan's endeavors
to counter psychological oppression and
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upgrade provincial security collaboration.
Sattar breaks down Pakistan's organizations
with  adjoining  nations, worldwide
associations, and alliances in fighting
psychological warfare, as well as the
difficulties and intricacies associated with
tending to transnational security dangers.
Moreover, he assesses the adequacy of
Pakistan's counterterrorism methodologies
and the ramifications for its international
strategy goals. Pakistan's commitment to
philanthropic strategy and its utilization of
delicate ability to propel its international
strategy goals. Sattar had examined
Pakistan's commitments to worldwide
peacekeeping missions, catastrophe aid
ventures, and improvement help programs
and their effect on Pakistan's worldwide
picture and impact.

Besides, he might evaluate the role of social
strategy, public tact, and
individual-to-individual trade in molding
the view of Pakistan abroad and
encouraging worldwide altruism. Pakistan's
status as an atomically furnished state, this
part probably inspects its way to deal with
atomic limitation and arms control.

Sattar might examine Pakistan's adherence
to worldwide limitation systems, its atomic
regulation, and its endeavors to advance
demilitarization and atomic security drives.
He likewise breaks down Pakistan's
commitment with multilateral discussions
and reciprocal discourse pointed toward
tending to atomic expansion chances and
improving key security in South Asia, and
then some.

Sattar presented a look back at the region's
circumstances and made predictions on
how Pakistan's foreign policy would
develop in the future. He considered the
ways in which Pakistan's security and

strategic interests have been impacted by
the shifting geopolitical conditions in South
Asia, the Middle East, and beyond.
Furthermore, he investigated possible
situations and courses of action for Pakistan
to handle new difficulties and grasp chances
in the international arena. opportunities and
difficulties that Pakistan's foreign policy
faced in the new millennium. Sattar
examines how major occurrences like the
9/11 attacks, the American-led war in
Afghanistan, and the ensuing fight against
terrorism  have  affected  Pakistan's
diplomatic ties. During this time, he also
evaluates Pakistan's responses to changing
global power dynamics, new security
concerns, and  regional instability.
Throughout the time span covered by the
book, Sattar examines Pakistan's diplomatic

activities and bilateral relations with
significant nations and regions. He
examines Pakistan's interactions with

established allies like the US, China, and
Saudi Arabia, in addition to its initiatives to
expand the range of its diplomatic alliances
and fortify connections with rising
countries. Additionally, he evaluates how
Pakistan's foreign policy agenda is shaped
by visits from senior officials and bilateral
discussions. Pakistan's international
economic relations efforts and commercial
contacts during the time under review are
noteworthy, particularly

in light of the increasing significance of
economic factors in determining foreign
policy. In his analysis of Pakistan's foreign
policy, Sattar looks at the country's
commitment to trade agreements and
commercial alliances, its participation in
regional and global economic forums, and
the opportunities and problems posed by
globalization and economic
interdependence. In the last chapter, Sattar
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considers how Pakistan's foreign policy
vision is still shaped by strategic demands
and security difficulties. He can evaluate
Pakistan's attempts to improve its security
capabilities and handle both internal and
external security issues, as well as the
changing security risks brought on by
terrorism, extremism, and regional conflicts.
Furthermore, he investigated how defense
cooperation agreements, military alliances,
and strategic partnerships protect Pakistan's
interests and advance regional stability.

CONCLUSION:

Pakistan's International Strategy 1947-2009"
gives a complete examination of Pakistan's
discretionary methodologies and unfamiliar
relations from its commencement to the
beginning of the 21st century. The book
explores many years of international
movements, interior elements, and outside
challenges that have molded Pakistan's way
to deal with foreign relations. One of the
focal topics investigated in the book is
Pakistan's journey for security and sway in
the midst of local and worldwide power
elements. From its initial years, Pakistan
looked to set up a good foundation for itself
as a player in the worldwide field, offsetting
its relations with significant powers like the
US, China, and the Soviet Union.

The book digs into Pakistan's commitment
to its nearby neighbors, especially India and
Afghanistan, featuring the intricacies of
these connections set apart by regional
questions, security concerns, and different
key interests. It additionally looks at
Pakistan's job in local gatherings like the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) and its endeavors to
advance financial participation and
steadiness in the area.

Pakistan's Foreign Policy 1947-2009" reveals
insight into Pakistan's contribution to key
worldwide issues like the Cold War, the
Afghan War, atomic proliferation, and the
worldwide conflict over fear. It assesses the
triumphs and disappointments of Pakistan's
international strategy drives, including its
atomic program, and endeavors to
intervene in provincial contentions.

In its decision, the book probably thinks
about the development of Pakistan's
international strategy over sixty years,
evaluating its accomplishments, difficulties,
and future possibilities. It might likewise
offer bits of knowledge into the variables
impacting Pakistan's international strategy
navigation, including homegrown
governmental issues, security objectives,

financial interests, and philosophical
contemplations.
Generally speaking, "Pakistan's

International Strategy 1947-2009" gives a
nuanced comprehension of the intricacies
and elements of Pakistan's communications
with the worldwide local area, offering
significant ~ bits of knowledge for
policymakers, researchers, and anyone with
any interest in the international affairs of
South Asia.

The writer is an undergraduate student in

International Relations from Federal Urdu

University of Arts, Science and Technology
Karachi,
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BY MS.KHUSHBOO FARID KHAN GHOURI

DARKWORLD: A BOOK ON THE DEEP DARK WEB

DARKWORLD

A Book on the Desp Dark Web

&

he highly anticipated and
groundbreaking book on the
dark web, titled "Darkworld: A
Book on the Deep Dark Web" by Dr. Atif Ali
and M. Qasim, has been launched and is
available online and in markets worldwide.
Experts have hailed the publication as a
value-added contribution, offering insights
into the unexplored depths of the digital
world. They also commended the author for
effectively addressing an untouched and
daunting topic related to security and
privacy, not only at the individual level but

also concerning hardcore national security
issues—the most vulnerable and least
discussed issues in our society.

The book contains new knowledge and is
replete with unique information about the
activities and threats posed by the deep,
dark web network to matters of national
and state security. The author meticulously
explains  this information, intricately
defining every basic term and leaving no
page short of data.

In chapter 5, the author explains in detail
about cyberterrorism, cyberwarfare, using
the dark web for cybercrime, and the
weapons industry operating in the deep
dark web. It elucidates how these activities
pose real security threats to state and
national security issues.

The book deeply explores into the issues
and crimes of the dark web, revealing the
secret digital setup not only in Pakistan but
around the world. The intellectuals and
authors who initially brought this to light
were later proven correct as time revealed
its existence as a hidden reality permeating
society. The author chose an untouched
topic, and his book has been rated as the
fifth-best by its publisher, Taylor and
Francis.

Moreover, chapter 12 of the the book
emphasizes  the  pivotal role of
state-of-the-art intelligence-gathering
systems in the cybersecurity sphere. It
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extensively discusses renowned platforms
like Silobreaker, Terbium Laboratories,
Massive, Recorded Future, AlienVault,
Webhose, and RepKnight. These systems,
equipped with advanced algorithms and
extensive networks, scrub the depths of the
dark web and other parts of the internet to
gather, analyze, and provide actionable
threat intelligence. Their contributions to
the field are invaluable, and this book
ensures they receive the recognition they
rightfully deserve.

This book addressed pertinent issues
deserving readers' attention. In chapter 13
author illuminates the latest trends,
discovering advanced mitigation strategies
crucial in today's digital age. The book
offers a comprehensive exploration of the
multifaceted activities occurring in this
secret digital realm, spanning from illicit
underground transactions to legitimate,
thriving business ventures.

Chapter 15 it provides a holistic and
comprehensive perspective on the critical
security concerns and threats to the security
and intelligence agencies, stemming from
the dark web. It stands as an invaluable
resource, especially for cybersecurity
professionals entrusted with protecting
digital assets. Numerous experts in the field
rely on the dark web as a pivotal
information source. They actively monitor
forums, blogs, and concealed websites
where hackers, cybercriminals, and other
malicious actors discuss and boast about
their latest exploits, share hacking tools, and
even disclose potential future targets.

One of the standout attributes of this book
is its provision of crucial threat intelligence.
It explores deep into the intricacies of
emerging risks, offering readers a clearer
insight into the constantly evolving cyber

threat landscape. This knowledge plays a
pivotal role in empowering cybersecurity
professionals to fortify their defenses and
make well-informed decisions.

At its core, ' DARKWORLD' discovers into
the complex 'dark market,' discovering the
sinister underbelly of the dark web and its
surprising potential. Prepare to explore the
latest trends and cutting-edge strategies,
from illicit transactions to thriving
businesses flourishing in this covert realm.
By incorporating diverse perspectives on
security and dark web threats,
'DARKWORLD' becomes an indispensable
resource for anyone seeking to unravel the
mysteries of this enigmatic domain.

In Chapter 16 and 17, the author
investigates into the intriguing paradox of
the dark web. While serving as a hub for
nefarious activities and cyber threats, it also
stands as a beacon for freedom of speech,
whistleblowers, and individuals striving for
digital anonymity in an increasingly
monitored world. The book touches upon
the ethical dilemmas confronted by
cybersecurity professionals: the delicate
balance between surveillance for security
and preserving individual privacy. It
emphasizes the significance of
comprehending the intricacies of the dark
web, not solely to counter threats but also to
appreciate its role in the broader digital
ecosystem.

Throughout the book, real-life case studies
are interspersed, offering tangible examples
of the dark web's impact on businesses,
governments, and individuals. These stories
underscore the urgency and significance of
staying informed and proactive in the face
of continuously  expanding  digital
challenges. The book serves as a clarion call
for digital vigilance, awareness, and the
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perpetual pursuit of knowledge in the realm
of cybersecurity.

Dr. Atif Ali, a Postdoc in Al and the author
of "The Darkworld," presents his second
publication on cybersecurity, aimed at
raising awareness about cyberspace security
among the general public. This book offers
detailed insights into cyberspace crimes,
commonly known as digital crimes. Dr. Ali
regards this as an extensive long journey
and a struggle that incorporates valuable
inputs from numerous contributors.

In addition to his work on "The Darkworld,"
Dr. Atif is actively writing about blockchain
intelligence and various other significant
issues concerning cyberspace and beyond.
His motivation behind these research
pursuits and writings stems from the
Zainab case, which stirred him to
investigate the prevalence of digital crime in
Pakistan by exposing the dark web's
realities.

It's worth noting that the author, Dr. Atif
Ali, has written 60 research papers and
received around 40 awards in recognition of
his intellectual proficiency.

Three more books by the author are
currently in  progress. = This  book
'DARKWORLD' will aid armed forces,
intelligence, and law enforcement agencies
in understanding the dark web.

Dr. Atif Ali, the primary author of
"DARKWORLD," is a globally recognized IT
professional with a career spanning over 15
years, starting in 2008. Holding the position
of Postdoctoral Researcher in Artificial
Intelligence at RMC|MMU Cyberjaya
Malaysia, Dr. Ali's expertise encompasses
various domains, including Artificial

Intelligence, Cyber Security, and Software
Engineering. His illustrious career is
marked by significant contributions to the
field, further augmented by his seminal
book "Defence-in-Depth (cyber security),"
now a cornerstone of academic curricula in
254 universities throughout Pakistan.

"DARKWORLD" is a  remarkable
publication promising to be a seminal work
in cybersecurity. Prepare to embark on a
journey into the depths of the digital
underworld and emerge armed with
knowledge and insights that will shape the
future of online security.

The book serves as a resource for both
professionals and intelligence agencies,
enabling them to fulfill their covert
objectives. He sheds light on concepts such
as red rooms, human trafficking, drug
smuggling, and numerous other criminal
activities that occur within this digital
space.

In summary, this book is ideal for security
agencies, professionals, counter-terrorism
experts, and policymakers alike. It offers
invaluable insights that enhance
understanding and fortify strategies. By
shedding light on the nuances of the 'dark
market,' the book provides readers with a
detailed understanding of the dark web,
encompassing both its sinister underbelly
and unexpected potential.

https:/ /www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mo
no/10.1201/9781003404330/ dark-world-atif
-ali-muhammad-qasim

https:/ /www.amazon.ca/Dark-World-Book
-Deep-Web/dp/1032518898
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'A) Adolf Hitler
B) Fr.
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D) Lon Nol
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COUNTRYWIDE AFFAIRS:

ationwide riots on this
‘dark day’ last year
triggered a months-long
political crisis that saw ex-PM Imran
Khan jailed, and a crackdown on his

party.
Date:9 may 2024 | Source: Al Jazeera

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s

www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/202

an-khans-arrest-may-9-violence-in-p

akistan

Leading business leaders have
presented a couple of proposals to
find solutions to the problems
arising in the wake of a sudden
implementation of the Axle Load
Regime (ALR) of the National

Highway Safety Ordinance (NHSO)
2000.

Date:1 april 2024 |Source: The

tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
193/1

In the global fight against climate
change, it has become abundantly
clear that public funds are
insufficient to finance the NDCs of

developing nations.

Date: 1 April 2024 |Source: the
tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/storv /2461
190/1

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-P)
Governor Haji Ghulam Ali has
offered his good offices to political
parties in the province to reach a
consensus ahead of April 2 Senate
elections and get their candidates
elected to the upper house of the
parliament unopposed.

Date:2 April 24 | Source: the tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
222/1

Pakistan and Japan pledged to
enhance trade relations and
collaboration during a meeting
WADA

Mitsuhiro and Federal Minister for

between Ambassador
Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan. They
discussed ways to strengthen trade
relations and mutual trust between
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Japan and Pakistan, as per a press
Mitsuhiro
congratulated Khan on his recent

release issued here.
portfolio, expressing a commitment
to enhancing bilateral ties.

Date: 2 April 2024 |Source: the
tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/storv /2461

331/1

President Asif Ali Zardari called for
an early finalisation of the Transit
Trade Agreement with Turkmenistan
to further boost bilateral cooperation
between the two brotherly countries.
During a meeting with the
Ambassador of Turkmenistan to
Pakistan, Atadjan Movlamov,
President Zardari highlighted that
the agreement, once signed, would
help expand trade, promote regional
connectivity, and enhance economic
activities in the region.

Date :2 April 2024 |Source : the
tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
329/1

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur has
directed the authorities concerned to
reserve a separate room for the
treatment of transgender community
at District Headquarter (DHQ)
hospitals across the province.

Date:2  April
Tribune

2024 |Source: the

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
313/1

The National Electric = Power
Regulatory Authority (Nepra) has
observed that the Quetta Electric
(Qesco) had
increased the circular debt by 96%
this year and if it was included in
the amount of Rs236 billion it
sought, the loss became even greater.

Supply Company

Date:3  April
tribune

2024 |Source: the

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
466/1

As almost 26 districts of the country
swelter in the oppressive heat that
has gripped the country since May
21, the climate change ministry said
on Thursday the first wave will last
until May 30, followed by two more
separate heatwaves in June, blaming
unsustainable environmental
practices and deforestation for the

extreme weather conditions.
Date:23 may 24 | Source: dawn

https:/ /www.dawn.com/news/183
5326

Aseefa Bhutto-Zardari, daughter of
bhutto takes oath as
member of Pakistan parliament was

Benazir

elected to the National Assembly
unopposed and succeeded her father
in the NA-207 Shaheed Benazirabad
constituency.

Date:16 April 24 | Source:New18
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https:/ /www.news18.com/world/a
seefa-bhutto-zardari-daughter-of-be

nazir-bhutto-takes-oath-as-member-
of-pakistan-parliament-8853731.html

143


https://www.news18.com/world/aseefa-bhutto-zardari-daughter-of-benazir-bhutto-takes-oath-as-member-of-pakistan-parliament-8853731.html
https://www.news18.com/world/aseefa-bhutto-zardari-daughter-of-benazir-bhutto-takes-oath-as-member-of-pakistan-parliament-8853731.html
https://www.news18.com/world/aseefa-bhutto-zardari-daughter-of-benazir-bhutto-takes-oath-as-member-of-pakistan-parliament-8853731.html
https://www.news18.com/world/aseefa-bhutto-zardari-daughter-of-benazir-bhutto-takes-oath-as-member-of-pakistan-parliament-8853731.html

Politico Yista

Volume 7", April To June 2024

WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS

> Nationwide riots on this ‘dark day’

last year triggered a months-long
political crisis that saw ex-PM Imran
Khan jailed, and a crackdown on his

party.
Date:9 may 2024 | Source: Al Jazeera

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/

www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/202
4/5/9/ timeline-a-;gear-of-ex-pm-imr

an-khans-arrest-may-9-violence-in-p

akistan

Leading business leaders have
presented a couple of proposals to
find solutions to the problems
arising in the wake of a sudden
implementation of the Axle Load
Regime (ALR) of the National
Highway Safety Ordinance (NHSO)

2000.

Date:1 april 2024 |Source: The

tribune

h -/ /tribun m
193/1

In the global fight against climate
change, it has become abundantly
clear that public funds are
insufficient to finance the NDCs of

developing nations.

Date: 1 April 2024 |Source: the
tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
190/1

> Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (K-P)
Governor Haji Ghulam Ali has
offered his good offices to political
parties in the province to reach a
consensus ahead of April 2 Senate
elections and get their candidates
elected to the upper house of the
parliament unopposed.

Date:2 April 24 | Source: the tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
222/1

Pakistan and Japan pledged to
enhance trade relations and
collaboration during a meeting
WADA

Mitsuhiro and Federal Minister for

between Ambassador
Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan. They
discussed ways to strengthen trade
relations and mutual trust between
Japan and Pakistan, as per a press
Mitsuhiro
congratulated Khan on his recent

release issued here.
portfolio, expressing a commitment
to enhancing bilateral ties.

Date: 2 April 2024 |Source: the
tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/storv /2461

331/1

President Asif Ali Zardari called for
an early finalisation of the Transit
Trade Agreement with Turkmenistan
to further boost bilateral cooperation
between the two brotherly countries.
During a meeting with the
Ambassador of Turkmenistan to
Pakistan, Atadjan Movlamov,
President Zardari highlighted that
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the agreement, once signed, would
help expand trade, promote regional
connectivity, and enhance economic
activities in the region.

Date :2 April 2024 |Source : the
tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
329/1

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur has
directed the authorities concerned to
reserve a separate room for the
treatment of transgender community
at District Headquarter (DHQ)
hospitals across the province.

Date:2  April
Tribune

2024 |Source: the

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
313/1

The National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (Nepra) has
observed that the Quetta Electric

(Qesco) had
increased the circular debt by 96%

Supply Company

this year and if it was included in
the amount of Rs236 billion it
sought, the loss became even greater.

Date:3  April
tribune

2024 |Source: the

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2461
466/1

> As almost 26 districts of the country

swelter in the oppressive heat that
has gripped the country since May
21, the climate change ministry said
on Thursday the first wave will last
until May 30, followed by two more
separate heatwaves in June, blaming
unsustainable environmental
practices and deforestation for the
extreme weather conditions.

Date:23 may 24 | Source: dawn

https:/ /www.dawn.com/news /183
5326

Aseefa Bhutto-Zardari, daughter of
bhutto takes oath as
member of Pakistan parliament was

Benazir

elected to the National Assembly
unopposed and succeeded her father
in the NA-207 Shaheed Benazirabad

constituency.
Date:16 April 24 | Source:New18

https:/ /www.news18.com/world/a

seefa-bhutto-zardari-daughter-of-be
nazir-bhutto-takes-oath-as-member-
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PROGRESS IN-FOCUS

WORKSHOP AT LIAQUAT MEMORIAL LIBRARY LINCOLN

CORNER

e
-_——

tudents from the department of
International Relations (FUUAST)
participated in a workshop that was
held on 28th and 29th of May 2024, which
was about the global issue of climate
change,the workshop was hosted by the
renowned journalist of Geo Tv “Miss
Uneeba Wagqar”,students from different
universities and journalists also participated

in workshop.

Later on the participants of the workshop
got the appreciation certificates from the
hosts and it was concluded in a debate that

we all should come forward and push
ourselves to advocate and aware the people
threat of
Change " through networking.

about this serious “Climate

REPORTED BY:
Muhammad Hasan Ul Haq

Federal Urdu University of Arts and
Sciences , Department of International
Relations
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PUBLICATION OF ABSTRACT BOOKLET OF THE SECOND

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE ‘NEW WORLD
ORDER’ WAS HELD ON JUNE 11-12 IN POLAND.

Patroni:

Q0 P @ =G

Miedzynarodowa Konferencja

,Nowy porzadek
miedzynarodowy:
in statu nascendi”

Olsztyn, 11-12.06.2024

Patroni medialni:

tuk

ooooooo

e are thrilled to announce that
the abstract booklet for the
2nd International Scientific
Conference 2024, titled “New World Order:
In Statu Nascendi,” has been published. The
conference has been scheduled for June 11
and 12, 2024, at the University of Warmia
Poland. This
organized by

and Mazury,
conference

glamorous
the
Department of International Relations at
Federal Urdu University of Art Science And

was

Technology, Karachi, in collaboration with
the Institute of Political Science at the
University of It's a favorit accomplishment
for the faculty members of Department of
to host four

International Relations

international conferences and second jointly

with the Polish partners. The abstract
booklet all the scheduled
programs, such as presentations, offering a

includes

glimpse into the exciting research and
discussions we can look forward to at the
conference.

Of course, these kinds of activities are
indicative of the academic excellence of the
Department of International Relations at
Federal Urdu University Of Art Science
And Technology, Karachi, and University of
Warmia and Mazury, Poland.

We have high regard for having Prof. Dr.
Zabta Shinwari as part of this conference

2% nternational Scientific Conference 2024, Olsztyn, Poland

2ND International Scientific Conference:

CONFERENCE ABSTRACT
BOOKLET

Prepared by
Dr. Magdalena Kumelska-Koniecko &
Dr. Faisal Javaid

Jointly Organized by
Institute of Political Science
University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn, Poland
and
Department of International Relations
Federal Urdu U

niversity of Arts, Science and Technology in Karachi, Pakistan
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THE POWER OF NON-VIOLENCE: INSIGHTS FROM GANDHI AND

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

THEME :

he conference centered on "The

Power of Non-Violence: A Study
of Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr."
exploring the philosophies and strategies of
these two iconic leaders and their enduring
impact on social justice movements.

INITIATING THE EVENT:

The event was expertly initiated by Madam
Rizwana Jabeen from the Department of
International Relations. She moderated the
discussion, encouraging audience
participation and ensuring a dynamic and
engaging dialogue. Her efforts facilitated a
smooth flow of conversation and prompted
attendees to reflect on the modern relevance

of non-violent movements.

OBJECTIVES :

1. To delve into the principles and
effectiveness of non-violent
resistance as championed by Gandhi
and Martin Luther King Jr.

2. To provide a platform for discussing
the
movements in contemporary society.

3. To encourage a deeper

understanding and appreciation of

relevance of non-violent

peaceful resistance in the pursuit of
justice and social change.

SPEAKER OF THE EVENT:
The keynote speaker was Professor Syed
Sikander Mehdi, the former chairperson of
the Department of International Relations at
Karachi University. His presentation was
thought-provoking and insightful, offering
a thorough examination of the strategies
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CHIEF GUEST :

The event was graced by the presence
of Professor Syed Sikander Mehdi,
whose  extensive expertise and
experience provided valuable insights
into the discussion on non-violence.

CONCLUSION OF THE EVENT :

The conference concluded with a
powerful reminder of the importance

of non-violent resistance in achieving
social ~ justice. = Attendees  were
encouraged to learn more about the
legacies of Gandhi and Martin Luther
King, Jr, and to consider how the
principles of non-violence can be
applied to current challenges. The
event reinforced the idea that
peaceful resistance remains a potent
tool for creating positive change in
today’s complex world.

This event served not only as a tribute
to two monumental figures in the
history of non-violence but also as a call to
action for current and future generations to
embrace non-violent approaches in their
efforts to address social injustices.
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WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE RESEARCH

PAPER OF OUR FACULTY MEMBER DR. FAISAL JAVAID HAS BEEN

PUBLISHED.

OBOR
WORKING PAPERS

Issue 2, 2023

Published by
One Belt One Road
Research Institute
Hong Kong Chu Hai College

he Department of International
Relations at FUUAST is pleased
to announce the publication of

the research paper by Dr. Faisal Javaid. His
research paper is titled "Unlocking
Economic Horizons: A Critical Examination
of CPEC’s Impact on Regional Connectivity
Initiatives in Landlocked Countries.”

His work is featured in the OBOR Working
Paper series by the One Belt, One Road
Research Institute, Hong Chu Hai College,
Hong Kong.

& ARG ST

=

The entire department of
International Relations at FUUAST
has kudos for this
achievement and is optimistic for his

remarkable

future successes.
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expectations, and they
expended their skillsets.

Fromm Theory to Practice:
Unveil Research Techniques with J

senior Researchers
Lﬂ‘g@ 2nd May2024,
11:00 AM

THE GUEST SPEAKERS OF
THE WORKSHOP WERE.

THE SPEAKERS e Dr. Khurram Alwi
(Deputy Director QEC,
FUUAST)

e Dr. Rani Erum

Dr. Khurram Alwi Dr. Rani Erum Dr. Syed Shahabuddin
Deputy Director QEC, Incharge. Departrment of Incharge, Deparrment of
FUUAST Political Science, International Relarions.

How to write FUUAST FUUAST
synopsis How to write Pattern & ( InCharge’ Department of
research Selection of Political Science, FUUAST)
article Research
Journal
e Dr Syed
ORGANIZED BY: .
DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Shahabuddin (Incharge,

FEDERAL URDU UNIVERSITY, KARACHI

Department of International
Relations, FUUAST)

he Department of International

Relations at the Federal Urdu

University of Art, Science, and
Technology, Karachi, took great initiative by
conducting a one-day research workshop.
The workshop was scheduled for May 2nd
at the seminar hall at the Abdul Haq
campus. The workshop aimed to target the
needs of students to enhance a
comprehensive grasp  of  research
methodologies and techniques to improve
their academic and research skills.

In the workshop, the well-qualified mentors
guided the students through advanced
research methods. The participation and
enthusiasm of the students exceeded
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DR. FAISAL JAVAID PRESENTED HIS PAPER AT THE NATIONAL
CONFERENCE.

= '-, r b 1] e
E 4 ‘!"‘ﬁ"qji.'. :

AW aY '-_" r

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2

Ul’fa ?rospects of Regional
2ctivity Through Dialogue in
Global and Strategic P spectives
nesday, 5th of 121 R

tional (RFI) ond The Areal _z

Eurasian Aspirations and its Strategic Reach
e are pleased to announce that towards South Asia: Implications for
Dr. Faisal Javaid, Faculty Regional Connectivity”.

member of Department of
International Relations at Federal Urdu
University of Art Science And Technology,
Karachi, presented his paper at the national
conference on Wednesday 5™ June 2024 at
National Institute of Management Karachi.

The conference was organised by Area
Study Centre for Europe, University of
Karachi in collaboration with Rabita Forum
International.

The theme of the conference was “Future
Prospects of Regional Connectivity through
Dialogue in South Asia: Global and
Strategic Perspectives” and Dr. Faisal
Javaid’s paper was titled as “Russia’s
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MOSCOW POLYTECH DISCUSSES PROSPECTS OF Al

IMPLEMENTATION

n April 18, 2024, the Faculty of
Economics and Management at
Moscow Polytechnic University
hosted an international scientific conference
titled "Artificial Intelligence in the Context of
Global Challenges: Technological Horizons and
Prospects,” in partnership with the Institute of
Scientific Communications. The conference
provided a significant platform for exchanging
knowledge and strategies at the intersection of

science and technology.

Popkova
delivered a profound of the
socio-humanitarian aspects of Al, emphasizing

Gennadyevna
analysis

Professor  Elena

ethical and social dimensions and their impact
on quality of life in Russia and Uzbekistan.
Tatyana Ivanovna Kuzmina highlighted Al's
potential in transforming the economic
landscape of African countries, while Professor
Tijani Forgor Alhassan from Ghana discussed

Al's role in sustainable economic development
in developing countries.

Dr. Faisal Javaid and Muhammad Faisal Sadiq
from the Federal Urdu University of Arts,
Sciences, and Technology in Karachi presented
innovative ideas on Al applications in complex
global contexts. Their research underscored Al's
transformative  potential in  social and
technological systems.

A student session showcased Al's impact on
various professional fields, with presentations
from students like Ivan Isaichkin, Dmitry
Kuzevanov, and Dmitry Kostin sparking
significant interest and discussion. The best
works from the conference will be published in
an international scientific book indexed in the

Scopus database.

The event's success was largely due to the efforts
of Anton Vladimirovich Nazarenko, Anna
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Viktorovna Shkalenko, and Elena Eduardovna
Alenina, whose contributions were instrumental
in organizing and moderating the conference.

Dr. Faisal Javaid had the privilege to present a
paper alongside Mr. Faisal Sadiq at this

conference, making it a remarkable and
enriching experience.
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CELEBRATING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE: DR. FAISAL JAVAID'S

PRESENTATION AT IV MOSCOW ECONOMIC FORUM 2024.

e are thrilled to announce a

proud moment for the Federal

Urdu University of Arts,
Science, and Technology. Dr. Faisal Javaid, a
distinguished =~ professor  from  our
International Relations department, recently
presented a groundbreaking paper at the IV
Moscow Economic Forum 2024. Held at the
Moscow Polytechnic University on May
16th, 2024, the forum focused on "New

Solutions and New Reality."

Dr. Faisal Javaid's paper, titled "Russian
Labor Market in New Reality: Role of
Economic Diplomacy in Developing
Human Resources on Money Transfers in
Pakistan," co-authored with Dr. Muhammad
Arif Khan, explored the vital intersections
labor market

of economic diplomacy,

dynamics, and human resource
development, with a particular focus on
Their

highlighted the critical role of economic

Pakistan. insightful presentation
diplomacy in enhancing the labor market
and human resource capabilities in the

context of Pakistan's economic landscape.

Engaging with esteemed colleagues and
exploring innovative solutions at such a
prestigious international forum was an
enriching experience for Dr. Faisal Javaid.
His contribution underscores the high
caliber of scholarship at our university and
our commitment to addressing global
challenges. We extend our
heartfelt congratulations to Dr. Faisal Javaid

economic

and Dr. Muhammad Arif Khan for their
remarkable achievements.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS FUUAST STUDENTS
CELEBRATED RUSSIAN VICTORY DAY AT THE RUSSIAN
FRIENDSHIP HOUSE.

t’s an honour for us that our

university was invited to the Russian
Victory Day Celebration at the
Russian Friendship House Karachi.
International Relations students Sanjay
Kumar, Abiya Batool, Anumta Noor,
Arooba Khan, Abdul Basit, and Hafiz
Muhammad Yousuf represented FUUAST
in the victory day celebrations.

It is an honour that Sanjay Kumar, our
final-year BS student, presented an
insightful statement to mark this
momentous occasion. It was a true
testament to his talent, enthusiasm,
dedications, and hardworking on the
international rostrum.
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DR. AMIR AHMED FAROOQUI, HAS ACHIEVED A

MONUMENTAL MILESTONE IN THE FIELD OF GENOCIDE

STUDIES.

he Department of International
Relations at Federal Urdu
University Karachi is beaming
with pride as one of its esteemed faculty

members, Dr. Amir Ahmed Farooqui, has
achieved a monumental milestone in the
field of genocide studies.

Dr. Farooqui's groundbreaking research
paper, "Using Rumors Instrumentally for
Violence: A Comparative Study of Sectarian,
Communal, and Political Violence in
Pakistan", was not only selected for
presentation at the INoGS 9th International
Conference on "Genocide and Survivor
Communities" : Agency, Resistance,
Recognition " held from June 23-26 2024, at
the University of Southern California, Los
Angeles, United States but he also earned a
coveted spot in the top 1% of submissions.

This remarkable achievement is a testament
to the department's unwavering

commitment to academic excellence,
innovative research, and intellectual rigor.
The department is thrilled to have Dr.
Farooqui as a part of its team and celebrates
his success as a reflection of its own
dedication to fostering a culture of scholarly
distinction.

As the sole representative from Pakistan
among 37 countries, Dr. Farooqui's work
has not only brought honor to the
department but also showcased the
country's intellectual prowess on the global
stage. The department takes immense pride
in Dr. Farooqui's accomplishment and looks
forward to continued excellence in research
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CONGRATULATIONS DR. FAISAL JAVAID

he tireless efforts and dedication
to academic excellence have

yielded yet another remarkable
achievement! Receiving a certificate of
appreciation from Prof. Dr. Zabta Shinwari,
Vice-Chancellor of FUUAST, for
successfully organizing the 2nd
International Scientific Conference 2024 in
Poland is a testament to your unwavering
commitment to your field.

Your ability to bring together scholars and
experts from around the world to share
knowledge and ideas is truly commendable.
Your contributions to the Department of
International Relations at FUUAST are
invaluable, and this recognition is
well-deserved.

May this achievement inspire you to
continue pushing boundaries, exploring
new ideas, and inspiring others to strive for
excellence. You are a shining example of
academic leadership and a role model for
your peers.

158



Politico Yista

Volume 7", April To June 2024

CHRONICLES:

PEOPLE WHO WANTED TO RULE

ntroduction: ~ Throughout history,

many individuals have sought power

and control over others. Some did so
for the sake of their country, while others
pursued power for personal gain. Some
used peaceful means to achieve their
visions, while others resorted to force and
violence. From ancient emperors to
modern-day dictators, they have left their
mark on the world. In this essay, I will share
the stories of those who wanted to rule and
examine their legacies, assessing whether
they brought peace or war during their eras.
These figures include statesmen, politicians,
generals, rulers,

among others.

and military officers,

Julius Caesar: Julius Caesar was born in 100
BCE and died in 44 BCE. He was a Roman

general and statesman, known for

transforming the Roman Republic into the
Roman Empire. He ruled Rome from 49
BCE until his assassination in 44 BCE.
Caesar declared himself dictator for life in
49 BCE. He rose to power through his
military strategies and was renowned for
his strategic thinking and military genius.
During his era, he expanded Rome by
conquering much of Gaul (modern-day
France). He centralized power by reducing
the Senate's influence and implemented
reforms such as the Julian calendar. He is
well-known for his military strategy and the
expansion of the Roman Republic, but
criticized for the centralization of power
and brutality. His death led to the end of the
Roman Republic and the rise of the Roman
Empire under his adopted son, Augustus.
Caesar's impact on Western civilization is
still felt today.

Genghis Khan: Genghis Khan, whose real
name was Temujin, was born in 1162 CE. He
was a Mongol emperor and warlord who
united the nomadic tribes of the Mongolian
plateau and began a series of military
campaigns. He declared himself the leader
of the Mongols in 1206 CE and ruled the
Mongol Empire until his death in 1227 CE.

During his reign, he established a
decentralized, tribal-based administrative
system and conquered territories in

northern China, Central Asia, and Eastern
Europe. Genghis Khan was a skilled
military leader, known for his ability to
defeat his He

enemies. encouraged
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meritocracy, trade, and religious tolerance.
While he is celebrated for his administrative
and military strategies, he is also notorious
for his massacres and brutal conquests.
Despite this, his loyalty to the Mongol
Empire has led him to be regarded as a
significant conqueror.

Adolf Hitler: Adolf Hitler was born in 1889
CE and died in 1945 CE. He was a German
politician and the leader of the Nazi Party.
Hitler came to power in the 1920s and ruled
Germany from 1933 until his suicide in
1945. During his reign, he implemented
policies  of  anti-Semitism, territorial
expansion, and racism, establishing the
Gestapo, SS, and concentration camps. His
Holocaust led to the murder of six million
Jews and the deaths of millions of others
during World War II. Hitler's rule was
marked by totalitarianism, nationalism, and
propaganda. He controlled the people of
Germany and
propaganda
anti-Semite and racist, believing in the
superiority of the Aryan race. He is

through manipulation

and was an extreme

remembered as a brutal ruler responsible
for the deaths of millions and his extremist,
hateful ideologies.

Joseph Stalin: Joseph Stalin was born in
1878 CE and died in 1953 CE. He was a
politician the
Communist Party. Stalin ruled the Soviet
Union from 1922 until his death in 1953. He
rose to power through purges and political
he
implemented policies of collectivization,

Soviet and leader of

maneuvering. During his era,
industrialization, and central planning. He
maintained power through a strong police

force and propaganda machine, carrying

out a totalitarian regime. Stalin's rule was
characterized by economic control and
political repression. He is known for his
leadership during World War II and his
industrialization efforts, but also for his
brutality, including purges, forced labor
camps, suppression of dissent, executions,
starvation, and torture, which led to the
deaths of millions.

Idi Amin: Idi Amin was born in 1928 CE
and died in 2003 CE. He was a Ugandan
military officer and politician who ruled
Uganda from 1971 to 1979 CE. He
implemented  policies of  economic
nationalism and isolationism, ordering mass
and torture.

forced labor,

Approximately 300,000 people were killed,

killings,

and countless others were tortured during
his presidency. Amin led Uganda to
economic collapse by expelling foreigners,
including many Asians, which contributed
to economic mismanagement. He insulted
the United States, Great Britain, and other
leaders, mismanaged the economy, and
engaged in political repression and human
rights abuses. He is known as a brutal ruler
for his extreme nepotism, corruption, and
the deaths of between 100,000 to 500,000
people during his rule.
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PEARLS OF POLITICO WISDOM

Rafael Trujillo: "He who does not know |
decelve does not know how to rule."

-6 Zlne El Abidine Ben Ali: "There is no freedom
rﬁ!l'lﬂespo ﬁbllty to p:otect it." .

DNC
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ALUMNI’S CORNER

THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

CONGRATULATES ALUMNA QURTABA ASLAM ON HER

TRIUMPH.

CONGERERATULA'TION

ANVIBASSADOR
.o

PAKISTAN
YYOUTH
PARLIIVIENT
SAARC

W e are exceedingly pleased to

announce that our alumna,
Qurtaba Aslam, has been selected as a
youth ambassador to the South Asian
Association for Regional
(SAARC) Youth Parliament.

Corporations

This is an esteemed honour and testament
to Qurtaba’s
qualities, and fervour for regional concerns.

commitment, leadership

The SAARC Youth Parliament is a pivotal
platform for juvenile leaders from South
Asia to discuss and collaborate on

important affairs. Qurtaba will have a
marvellous opportunity to represent
Pakistan and exposure to other young
intellects who are shaping the future of our

region.

We have no doubt that Qurtaba Aslam will
shine in this position and make us all
proud.
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ONE DAY INTER-UNIVERSITIES YOUNG SCHOLARS RESEARCH

CONFERENCE 2024 CONDUCTED AT DHA SUFFA UNIVERSITY.

he conference was held on May 2,
2024, and was attended by young
researchers of BS, MPhil, and PhD from
eight different universities.

The aim of the Young Scholars Research
Conference is to develop and provide a
sustainable platform for minds to share
their knowledge, methods, and ideas and
also support other academic curricula.

It's an immense and proud movement for
FUUAST that three of the participants
belong to FUUAST.

Mr. Abdul Samad, Mr. Faisal Sadiq, and
Maryam Anwar attended and presented
their research papers at the conference as
representatives of FUUAST.

It's an absolute pleasure that our students
are participating in these kinds of
educational activities; it’s also an indication
of the quality of education that our
university is providing us.

The whole university sophomore and
faculty members kudos to them for their
remarkable performances.
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POLICY BRIEF

BY JAKUB CZUBAK

COMPETITION FOR UKRAINE

MOTIVES OF RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN THE

he conflict in Ukraine began in

T

Crimea by the Russian Federation, and in

2014 with the annexation of

2022 it escalated into a full-scale war.
Although the clash takes place primarily on
Ukrainian territory and directly involves
two countries, in fact it is one of the most
significant geopolitical events in
contemporary Europe. It shows a clash of
two worlds - on the one hand, Russia,
which wants to regain influence in the areas
of the former Soviet Union, and on the other
side, the West, i.e. the United States and the
European Union, which are trying to

support democracy and stability in the

region. An analysis of the motives of both
blocs reveals the historical, strategic and
economic reasons why not only armed but
also political fighting is taking place on the
territory of Ukraine.

Western motives

The eastern policy of the European Union,
which decided to sign an association
agreement with Ukraine, was the direct
cause of the outbreak of the conflict. The
document included assumptions aimed at
expanding the relationship between the EU
and Ukraine, establishing a deep free trade
zone on its territory and introducing a
significant part of EU law. This turn of
events meant that Ukraine adopted the
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Western geopolitical option. This decision
would have profound significance both for
it and for the Russian Federation, which
wants to maintain and expand its influence
in this area.

The text of the agreement was initialed in
2012, and the official signing was to take
place in November 2013 in Vilnius. A few
days before this event, the Ukrainian
government withdrew from this step, which
resulted in long-lasting and massive
protests by opponents of President Viktor
Yanukovych and supporters of the state's
pro-European policy. It seems that the
European Union was unreasonable in
demanding that Ukraine take its side
without taking into account the country's
division and other deep problems. The EU,
wanting to introduce a deep free trade zone,
has not planned any aid or financial
protection. The Association Agreement did
not provide for Ukraine's accession to the
EU member states in the near future. Its aim
was to strengthen economic and democratic
reforms in this country, and thus bring it
under Western influence. It is therefore
becoming visible that, to a large extent,
Western motives - often ill-considered and
chaotic policies - contributed to the crisis in
Ukraine. One of the Western countries that
most criticized the Russian Federation's
interference in Ukraine's internal policy is
Poland. The situation in the foreign policy
of this country is clear - a strong and
independent Ukraine with a pro-Western
policy is a weak Russia and incapable of
pursuing imperial policy. From 2022, most
NATO member states have adopted a
similar approach. Treating the Russian
Federation as one of the greatest security
threats results in a policy of "rejecting" it

from its borders. Ukraine and other
countries neighboring NATO to the east,
pursuing a pro-Western policy,

constitute an extremely important buffer

may

belt for the alliance separating it from
Russia.

From an economic point of view, the West's
motives in the dispute over Ukraine are
clear - it is a country with great economic
that
financial benefits to companies from Europe

potential can provide significant

and  America through trade and
investments. Ukraine has large resources of
natural resources such as coal, iron,
manganese, natural gas and uranium. The
country is also one of the largest grain
producers in the world. These and many
other factors make it a country of great

importance for the EU and the USA.
Russia's motives

In the Russian approach, Ukraine is seen as
part of Russia. This is partly due to
historical ties - the times of Kievan Rus, etc.
Moreover, Russian culture, language and
traditions have always been present in
Ukraine. Any attempts by the West to link
Ukraine with the European Union were
perceived as an attempt to weaken Russia
and expand NATO's influence in the region.
Following the events of 2013, Moscow took
action by supporting the secession of the
Crimean peninsula. This annexed area is an
important strategic point, especially for the
Black Sea Fleet. This event initiated further
attempts to '"trimify" Ukraine of lands,
especially those inhabited largely by the
Russian-speaking population. The next
stage, as we know, was the outbreak of a
full-scale war in February 2022.
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From a geopolitical point of view, Russia is
trying to defend
superpower. With Ukraine in its influence,

its position as a
firstly, it is easier for it to maintain its
dominance in the region and exert influence
on other countries in military, economic and
political matters,
it removes the threat to the

and secondly, in its
opinion,
sovereignty of its borders and interests that
comes from NATO.

Additionally, as mentioned earlier, Ukraine
is rich in numerous natural resources
important for the economy of the Russian
Federation, and was also a very important
trading partner, the loss of which hit the

Russian economy.

To sum up, the conflict in Ukraine reflects
the clash of two geopolitical visions: the
Russian one, which seeks to maintain and
strengthen its regional and global position,
and the Western one, which supports
democracy and stability in the region. For
Russia, control over Ukraine is a way to
secure its borders and interests, while for
the West it is an important element of the
strategy of stopping Russia's expansion.
Undoubtedly, this problem will not be
solved in the near future, and its permanent
end will require a deep understanding and
consideration of the motives of both sides.
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BRIEF RFPORT: UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

PASSES LANDMARK RESOLUTION

GRANTING EXPANDED RIGHTS TO

PALESTINE

T,

I
i

it

y a large majority, the UN
General Assembly decided on
May 10, 2024, to give Palestine

B

new "rights and privileges" and urged the
Security Council to reevaluate Palestine's

application to join the UN as its 194th
member.

With 25 abstentions, the global body voted
143-9 in favor of the resolution submitted
by the Arab and Palestinian organizations.
Along with Israel, Argentina, Czechia,
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Hungary, Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, and
Papua New Guinea, the United States voted
against it. With many nations expressing
indignation at the rising death toll in Gaza
and fears of a massive Israeli offensive in
Rafah, a southern city where around 1.3
million Palestinians have sought refuge, the
vote underscored the broad support for
Palestine's full membership in the UN.The
resolution's primary provisions are several
important that highlight the
importance of this time:

ones

Voting Resyp-

INFAVOUR 143

AAnst 9

ABSTENTION 25

Palestine's Right to Self-Determination is
Reaffirmed: The resolution highlights the
Palestinian people's independence to choose
their

political status independently of

outside influence and upholds their
unalienable right to self-determination. The
pursuit of Palestinian statehood and
sovereignty is greatly aided by this

reaffirmation. Demand for an End to the

Israeli Occupation: The resolution's main

demand is for the illegitimate Israeli
occupation of Palestinian territory to end
immediately. The resolution emphasizes the
urgent need for a fair and long-lasting
resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
by denouncing any unilateral acts that
change the demographic makeup, character,

and status of the occupied territories.

Support for a Negotiated Two-State
The the
support of the international community for

Solution: resolution restates

the
sovereign state in Palestine alongside Israel,
based on pre-1967 boundaries. This support

creation of an independent and

emphasizes how critical it is to address the

justifiable demands for security and

self-determination held by Israelis and
Palestinians alike.
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Declaration of East Jerusalem as the
Capital of Palestine: The resolution, which
reaffirms the city's historical, religious, and
cultural significance to the Palestinian
people, is noteworthy for its recognition of
East Jerusalem as the capital of Palestine.
This
turning point in the quest for Palestinian
statehood and the settlement of Jerusalem's

acknowledgment marks a critical

status.It also showed that sympathy for the
Palestinians was expanding. On October 27,
a resolution proposing a humanitarian
cease-fire in Gaza was adopted by the
General Assembly with a vote of 120 in
favor and 45 against. That occurred only a
few weeks after Israel began its military
campaign in retaliation for the 1,200-person
Hamas attack on southern Israel on October
The resolution passed on Friday grants
Palestine additional rights and advantages,
but it also reiterates that it is still an
observer state that is not a member of the
United Nations and is not entitled to vote in
the General Assembly or at any of its
conventions. Furthermore, the US has made
it clear that until direct talks with Israel
settle important problems like security,
borders, and Jerusalem's future and result in
a two-state solution, it will not allow the US
to grant the Palestinians membership or
statehood.

According to U.S. deputy ambassador
Robert Wood, in order for the United States
to support Palestinian statehood, direct
negotiations must ensure both the security
of Israel and its future as a democratic
Jewish state, as well as the ability of the
Palestinian people to live in peace in their
own state. On April 18, the United States
also vetoed a council resolution that was

overwhelmingly supported and would have
allowed Palestine to become a full member
of the UN.

THE RESOLUTION PERMITS
PALESTINIAN DELEGATES TO THE
UN TO MEET, COLLABORATE, AND
ENGAGE IN DEBATE WITH MEMBER
STATES. IT WAS APPROVED BY A
VOTE OF 143 VOTES TO NINE, WITH
25 COUNTRIES ABSTENTION.

Prospective members of the UN must be
"peace-loving," in accordance with the U.N
Charter, and the Security Council must
recommend their admission to the General
Assembly for final confirmation. In 2012,
Palestine was admitted as a non-member
observer state to the U.N. Wood reaffirmed
on Thursday that the US saw Friday's
resolution as an attempt to circumvent the
Charter's requirements. There are no vetoes
in the 193-member General Assembly,
unlike resolutions in the Security Council.
The motion on Friday received many more
votes than the necessary two-thirds majority
to be The
resolution was supported by France, Japan,

of members—118, exact.
South Korea, Spain, Australia, Estonia, and
Norway, among other allies of the United
States. However, the nations of Europe were
deeply split. The original text that said that
the resolution "determines" that a state of
Palestine is eligible for membership has
been eliminated.

The almost 75-year-old Israeli-Palestinian
conflict has taken center stage as a result of
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the war in Gaza, leading to a renewed drive
for full Palestinian membership in the U.N.
expressed their
indignation over the humanitarian situation

Several nations have
that the Palestinians in Gaza are facing and
the estimated 34,000 deaths that have
occurred there, according to Gaza health
officials, at various council and assembly
meetings. The assembly heard

impassioned address by the Palestinian

an

ambassador to the United Nations, Riyad
Mansour, who said, "No words can capture
what such loss and trauma signifies for
Palestinians, their families, communities,
and for our nation as a whole." This was
before the vote.According to him, Israeli
forces have driven Palestinians in Gaza "to
the very edge of the strip, to the very brink
of life.

"MANSOUR CHARGED THAT ISRAELI
PRIME MINISTER BENJAMIN
NETANYAHU INTENDED TO
EXTERMINATE THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE AND WAS GETTING READY
"TO KILL THOUSANDS TO ENSURE
HIS POLITICAL SURVIVAL."

He told AP that 144 countries had now
recognized the state of Palestine, including
four since October 7 that are all in the
Caribbean. He praised the resolution's
overwhelming support.Israel's ambassador
to the UN, Gilad Erdan, fiercely objected to
the resolution, charging that it was an
UN members "to reward
with
privileges" and to ignore Hamas' attack on

attempt by

modern-day  Nazis rights and

October 7. He cautioned U.N. members that
they were "about to grant privileges and
rights to the future terror state of Hamas"
and declared that Hamas would win if
elections were held today. Presenting a
picture of Yehya Sinwar, the leader of the
Hamas assault on Israel, he predicted that a
terrorist group "whose stated goal is Jewish
genocide" will become a future leader of the
Palestinian people.In addition, Erdan put
two pages that said "U.N Charter" in a little
shredder that he held up and accused the
assembly of violating the document.

The draft Resolution in its original form

According to three Western officials who
spoke on the condition of anonymity due to
the secret nature of the negotiations, the
initial ~draft of the
extensively altered to meet concerns raised
by China and Russia in addition to the
United States.

resolution was

In the initial version, Palestine would have
been granted "the rights and privileges
necessary to ensure its full and effective
in UN
assembly sessions, "on equal footing with

participation" conferences and

member states." Furthermore, it said
nothing about Palestine's ability to cast a

ballot in the General Assembly.

The diplomats stated that China and Russia,
two countries that strongly back Palestine's
that
allowing Palestine the rights and benefits

UN membership, were worried
outlined in an annex would set a precedent
for other countries that wish to join the
China

concerned about Kosovo.

organization. was particularly
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Congress has long-standing legislation
requiring the United States to halt funding
to UN organizations that grant full

membership to a Palestinian state. This
might result in the largest contributor to the
U.N ceasing to pay dues and voluntary
donations.

The sentence that would have placed
Palestine "on equal footing with member
states" was removed from the final text that
was put to a vote. Additionally, it made the
decision to approve the rights and
privileges in the appendix
exceptional basis and without setting a

"on an
precedent" in order to allay the fears of
China and Russia.

Additionally, a clause was added to the
appendix to make it clear that Palestine
would not be granted the ability to
nominate candidates for U.N. agencies or
cast ballots in the General Assembly.

The resolution does grant Palestine the
ability to speak on any topic, not simply
those pertaining to the Middle East and
Palestinians, to put forth items for the
assembly's agenda and respond to them
during discussions, and to serve on its
major committees. Additionally, it grants
Palestinians  attendance privileges at
international conferences organized by the
UN but not voting rights.

The Palestinian Authority's application for
U.N membership was initially presented in
2011 by Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas. It of the

Palestinians bare

result
receiving the
minimum of nine of the fifteen members of

failed as a
not

the Security Council.

They addressed the General Assembly and
were successful in changing their status
from U.N observer to non-member observer
state with a vote of more than two-thirds.
The Palestinian territories were then able to
the United Nations
international

and other
the

join
institutions, such as

International Criminal Court.

The vote in the Security Council on April 18
saw a significant increase in support for full
U.N membership for the Palestinians. With
the United States voting no and vetoing the
resolution, the vote was 12 in favor of the
United  Kingdom and  Switzerland
abstaining.

The writer is an Undergraduate student in
International Relations at Federal University
of Arts, Sciences and Technology, Karachi.
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0ID YoU
KNOW

The shortest war in history was
between Britain and Zanzibar on
August 27, 1896, and lasted only 38
minutes.

The longest word in the world,
according to the Oxford English
Dictionary, is
pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolc
anoconiosis, a lung disease caused
by inhaling very fine particles of
silica.

The world’s largest waterfall, by
volume of water, is actually located
underwater and is called the
Denmark Strait Cataract.

The

languages spoken is Papua New

country with the most
Guinea, with over 800 languages
spoken.

The world’s largest living organism
is a fungus called Armillaria
ostoyae, covering over 2,200 acres in
Oregon, USA.

The world’s largest city is Tokyo,
Japan, with over 38 million people.
The country with the most time

zones is France, with 12 zones.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The world’s longest mountain range
is the Andes, stretching over 4,300
miles.

The country with the most islands is
Sweden, with over 221,800 islands.
The world’s driest desert is the
Atacama Desert, Chile, with some
areas receiving no rainfall for over
400 years.

The world’s largest waterfall, by
volume of water, is actually located
underwater and is called the
Denmark Strait Cataract.

The country with the most borders is
China, sharing borders with 14
countries.

The world’s longest river is the Nile,
stretching over 4,160 miles.

The world’s largest rainforest is the
Amazon, covering over 2.1 million
square miles.

The country with the most UNESCO
World Heritage Sites is Italy, with
over 50 sites.

The world’s largest desert is the
Antarctic Desert, covering over 5.4
million square miles.

The country with the most islands in
the Mediterranean is Greece, with
over 2,000 islands.

The United Nations has 193 member
states and 2 observer states (Vatican
City and Palestine).

The European Union has 27 member
states and a combined GDP of over

$18 trillion.
The United States has the most
diplomatic missions worldwide,
with over 270 embassies and
consulates.
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

China is the world’s largest trading
nation, with over $4.6 trillion in
exports and imports.

The G20 represents 85% of global
GDP and 75% of international trade.
The International Monetary Fund
has 189 member countries and
provides financial assistance to
countries in need.

The World Trade Organization has
164 member countries and aims to
promote free and fair trade globally.
The Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) has 10 member
states and a combined GDP of over
$3 trillion.

The shortest verse in the Bible is
John 11:35, which reads, “Jesus
wept.”

The longest recorded flight of a
chicken is 13 seconds.

The human nose can detect over 1
trillion different scents.

Butterflies taste with their feet.

A day on Venus is longer than its
year.
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POLITICO'S INTERVIEW CORNER

MNote: Team Politico Vista had the privilege of conducting the interview for
issue 7th with Honorable Mr, Nakagawa Yasushi, Deputy Consul-General of
Japan in Karachi. Our interview panel, Sanjay Kumar, Taba Sagheer, Anees
Hussian, Abdul Rehman, Ali Ain, Jamal Uddin and Fahad Mughal asked
several questions on the Pak-Japan Bilaterial Relations, Politics and Economy of
Both Countries, Regional Situation like Isracl-Palestine, China, QUATD,
Inde-Pacific, UMNO, Climate Change, Culture, Education, Science and
Technology, Toursim and People to People relations. This interview was
moderated by Erum Maz. The interview was also graced by the presence of
Magazine's Advisor, Dr. Faisal Javaid and Dr. Mohammed Arif Khan,

INTERVIEW OF DEPUTY CONSUL - GENERAL OF JAPAN IN

KARACHI, NAKAGAWA SAN.

~ % e <

olitico Vista : What are Japan's
key interests in Pakistan, and
how does it plan to strengthen
through  future

their
high-level visits, diplomatic exchanges, or

relationship

other initiatives?

Nakagawa San : First of all, I am very sorry
to say that there has been no any Prime

Minister's visit from Japan to Pakistan since
April 2005, due to various reasons including
internal instability in Pakistan, political
situations or terrorism. Pakistan is still
important in Japan’s diplomacy, and we two
nations are enjoying our traditional
friendship, but compared with India,
Japan-Pakistan bilateral relationship has
been calmed. While Japan has strengthened
relationship with India in terms of security
situation in the Far-East region, Pakistan has
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rapidly enhanced relations with China in
recent years. But, Japan and Pakistan are
maintaining very unique relations in
various fields like in culture, education,
tourism and people to people exchanges,
therefore, we are trying to do our best to
strengthen these relations more, I personally
hope Pakistan Embassy in Japan also do
something to boost relations between both

countries.

Politico Vista : Considering Japan's higher
literacy rate, how does Japan support
education sector in Pakistan, and what role
can Japan play in enhancing Pakistan's
technical education?

Nakagawa San As we know that
Pakistan's literacy rate is not so high, but
that Japan’'s literacy is totally 100%. The
reason why Japan marks such high literacy
attributes to educational system in Japan,
but I can find out potential in Pakistan also,
because there are so many madrassas as
primary  educational institutions in
Pakistan. I might say, madrassas are similar
to TERAGOYAs be

everywhere in Japan up to mid of the 19"

which used to

century, therefore, schools and madrassas
network on the ground in Pakistan might be
able to play an important role of enhancing
literacy rates in Pakistan.

There is my personal experience to know
our strong bilateral relationship. It was
around 15 years ago when 1 watched
weekly TV program anchored by very
famous news reporter. In every last part of
that program, TV staffs interviewed 100
people in any countries where they visited.
The question was just “Do you like Japan or
not?” And believe me, all the answer was

YES. 100%. Not such a country than
Pakistan in the world. I really appreciate
Pakistani’s friendship with Japan, but in the
meantime, I'd like to mention one thing;
whenever I ask Pakistani “what is your
image on Japan?”, they immediately give
Hoda, Sony,
Mitsubishi etc.”. It is true, but let me remind

me an answer “Toyota,
you that Japan is the country not only of

technology but also of rich culture and

history. I hope you will be interested in
other aspects of Japan as well.

And if we talk about what role Japan can
play in improving technical education in
Pakistan?
some

So according to me these are
of
conducted in Japan, and at the same time

schemes training programs
we have several levels of scholarship
programs sponsored by the Government of
Japan. If you are interested in those
programs, access our Consulate website and
click the contents. And in terms of private
sector, I'd like to introduce a very nice
example of a Japanese organization called
KUMON which is a well-known Japanese
educational institution , has been providing
its services in different cities of Pakistan
including Karachi in recent years. KUMON
for

program  includes  preparation

mathematics and other subjects, therefore,
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let me assure you that KUMON can
contribute to enhancement of primary
education in Pakistan.

Politico Vista : How can Pakistan and

Japan
initiatives and technology exchange to

collaborate on educational

boost innovation and human resource

development?

Nakagawa San : As you know, Japan is
aging society which population is going to
shrink very rapidly, but Pakistan’s case is
totally opposite to Japan; population is
going to increase more, and GDP of Japan
will be behind Pakistan in next coming
years. Therefore, I can find out great
potential in the field of labor exchange.
Japan and Pakistan have signed agreement
of labor-exchange scheme several years
back. Japan is
country, and Pakistan is great potential

technology- advanced
market with about 224millon population.
We can cooperate with each other and can
in the

economic security field in which Japan may

establish win-win relationship

contribute to innovation in Pakistan.

Politico Vista: How can Pakistan benefit

from Japan's technological advancement

and expertise to improve its increase in
exports & manufacturing industries?

Nakagawa San Let me tell you, many
countries express their willingness to do
investment in Pakistan. For example, the
Kingdome of Saudi Arabia appealed huge
amount of investment in Pakistan when its
Foreign Minister visited Pakistan a months
ago, and so did China. Then I'd like to ask
you why that investment has not been
realized yet. Why cannot you witness that
much-touted investment? I'm very sorry to
say that, but frankly speaking, the current
situation here in Pakistan is not so much
suitable for investment. Japan is also ready
to invest Pakistan for  boosting its
industrial development, but I think, before
that, Pakistan has to do homework, I mean,

Pakistan has to improve investment
environment. Pakistan is a democratic
country and its government changes

through elections every five years. There’s
no problem in itself, but we have observed
very confused developments in Pakistan,
not only its government but also economic
policy of the state changed drastically every
five years. This is my personal opinion, but
the Government of Pakistan has to maintain
coherent economic policy as the State. We
did talk with People’s
government. We
Nawaz-League government. We did not
with  Tehreek-e-Insaf
Government. We, the Government of Japan
have discussed with the Government of
Pakistan.

not Party

did not discuss with

have  meetings

Politico Vista : I would like to ask: What
best practices can Pakistan learn from
Japan's economic transformation and

strategic investments, and how both
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countries can enhance cooperation

through joint ventures, student visa
exchange programs, research initiatives,
and cultural exchanges to foster greater

mutual understanding and growth?

Nakagawa San : Unity as a nation. That’s
it. We were completely destroyed after
WW2 and we started not from zero but
minus. Atomic bombs

exploded
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, people started to

on

think that Japan would not survive but we
survived after a short period of time. There
are many factors behind our survival and
one of them was national unity. Compared
to Pakistan, Japan has more advantages
because we are one nation with one
common language. We have on difference
between mother tongue, national language
and official languages. Such an unique
environment have attributed to our strong
unity as one nation. It was easy for us to
move forward to reconstruction as the same
goal unitedly. Situation in Pakistan is
completely different from Japan. Pakistan
as a multi-lingual society has various ethnic
groups like Pathan, Punjabi, Baloch and
Sindhi. They speak different languages in
their homes and the national language is
Urdu,
communication.

SO there are barriers to

There is one personal example. In 1998 or
1999 when I was traveling in a bus from
Hyderabad to Sukkur, I asked someone a
question in Urdu and he got angry and
replied that you don't talk to me in Urdu,
you should talk in Sindhi or English, I
replied to him “but Sir, Urdu is your
national language”, but again, he replied
“No, I don't like Urdu”. That guy must have
been Sindhi-nationalist inspired by MRD

movement. Anyway, this situation is quite
challenging for national unity.

I personally appreciate one policy of Mr.
Imran Khan. He always claimed in his
speeches of jalsa; “we Pakistanis have so
much potential, we are Pakistanis and we
are a Pakistani nation.” If this kind of
Pakistani nationalism is encouraged, it will
help Pakistan develop as one nation.

Pakistan is divided into different ethnic
groups, and as for me, Pakistan seems like
multi-ethnic patchwork country, different
from even the United States. No doubt, It
may be beneficial in the future but for now
it seems hardship for Pakistan.

I understand Pakistan’s difficult position
surrounded by hostile country, and suffered
from series of political turmoil in recent
years, but let me ask you where is the
national interest, where is the unity?

Why are people dividing into sub-groups
even after national disasters? I observed sad
developments in 2010 when Pakistan was
hit by heavy flood. When the then PM Mr.
Yousuf Gillani said, “we might have avoid
this calamity if we made Kalabagh Dam
construction project well”, one MPA of
Sindh rejected PM’s utterance and said, “As
long as I'm alive, I'll never let Punjabi
construct any dams in upstream of the
Indus River.”, even though poor people in
his constituency were heavily damaged by
that flood. I may be wrong, and I have to
recognize this kind of sensitivity in
Pakistan, but I personally was sad, when I
watched the TV news that day of year 2010.
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Politico Vista: Climate change is the most
important and pressing issue for the
world, Japan and Pakistan are among the
countries that are most affected by global
warming. How can Pakistan and Japan
work together to overcome this problem
and implement the Paris Agreement?

Nakagawa San: Absolutely again you
instigated the Japanese aid policy for
Pakistan. Since 2010, our government has
decided to give aid to Pakistan for climate

change.

We have set a target to achieve many things
by 2030 and we have also discussed it at
During the PTI
regime, Imran Khan highlighted this issue

international forums.
and his policy was to mitigate climate
change.

I understand that Pakistan is having
bilateral interactions with China on this
matter but Japan is also working extensively
in this sector for example technical
Japan

well-developed technology and we have

assistance because has a
rich knowledge in the field of climate
change. Since in 1997 the climate change
conference was held in Kyoto, Japan has
the

international community about this issue,

made strong commitment to
and we keep following with great efforts.
We are ready to work together with
Pakistan in this area, even if unfortunately I
don't have the exact data at present, but I'm
sure our embassy in Islamabad is trying to

communicate with Pakistani authorities.

Politico Vista : Japan, a victim of atomic
bombs in WW2, now leading Asia and part
of the G7, what key factors can Pakistan

learn from Japan's experiences to improve
its economic sectors?

After the
explosions in World War II, Japan was

Nakagawa San nuclear
completely destroyed. After that, Japan
started its reconstruction journey back not
from zero but minus. The entire nation of
Japan worked together tirelessly in their
respective fields and brought Japan to the
rank where now Japan not only leading the
Asia, but also a member of Group 7
countries, whose economies are leading in

the world.

And let's talk about the factors that Pakistan
can learn from Japan to improve its
economy. So those factors are as follows:

First of all, political stability is very
important in Pakistan because, politics and
economy are two different sides of the same
coin. If one of them is unstable then other
side will also be affected. As seen in the
politics of Pakistan is the absence of
coherent economic policies. this problem
has been faced in Pakistan in recent years
that the shifting of governments also
the entire national economic
which

Japanese investors. That is why the number

changes

policies, causes problems for
of Japanese companies in Pakistan has
remained at 80 in the period from 2000 to
2024, compared to that in India, the number
of Japanese companies has increased from
800 to 1500 in the same period. When I told
Sindh, H.E. Mr

Tessouri this episode at Governor House, he

Governor Kamuran
was so shocked. And secondly, foreign

investors needs peaceful environment,

that's why active role of military and law
enforcement agencies to counter terrorist
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activities inside the country has great
importance. By this steps you can attract the
foreign  investors specially = Japanese
companies to invest in Pakistan and work
together for their mutual purpose. I hope
that in near future Pakistan will be able to
overcome these problems and achieve its

economic goals.

Politico Vista : How does Japan view the
role of the United Nations in addressing
the
and global

regional  conflicts, such as
Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
challenges, and what stance does Japan
take on achieving a resolution in these

conflicts?

Nakagawa San : Although you seemed not
feel tangible of Japan’'s presence, we are
playing a role as much as possible to solve
international conflicts. It is true that Japan is
prohibited to contribute weapons and
participate in military activity, but please
understand our positive role as well. Japan
is expressing deep concern about human
rights violations in the Middle East, and
condemning Russian invade against
Ukraine in its stance to be against use of
force to solve dispute , and other
international crises because it cares about
mankind and sovereignty. Japan is making
an effort to strengthen its diplomatic stance
on international politics and international

issues.

Politico Vista : Gilgit-Baltistan has many
historic Buddhist sites and these sites have

great
tourism, what should the government of

potential to improve religious
Pakistan and Japan do to develop this

sector?

Nakagawa San: Tourism promotion is one
of the block of the Japanese
government's aid to Pakistan. Gilgit is

chains

certainly a very popular and most deserving
destination for Japanese tourists but sadly
the infrastructure is non-existent.

When I reached Islamabad by air from
Tokyo, I found that there was no proper
mass transit system to reach the hotel and
the journey from Islamabad to Gilgit is a
very time consuming and long by road. PIA
flight to Gilgit depends on the weather.

One of the most important thing to improve
tourism is the food supply chain for the
Japanese tourists, and security
improvement. I hope you improve those

kind of things as soon as possible

Once I asked the Pakistani authorities why
you are not trying to attract Japanese
tourists, but it is very unfortunate that the
direct flight services of PIA to Tokyo has
been stopped since Covid-crisis. There are
many Japanese who want to come to
Pakistan, to mountain areas in particular,
but unfortunately there are limited flights
especially since there is no direct flight.

like to the
ambassador of Pakistan in Tokyo to try

I would request again
more and struggle more, to attract people
you need to advertise and show people that
Pakistan is a friendly country, people love
Japanese, Pakistan is very beautiful and safe
etc. And I'd like to request to increase
Pakistan-supporter  parliamentarians in

Japan. We are struggling but it'll take time.

Politico Vista : How does Japan balance its
economic interests with China, its largest
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trading partner, with its security concerns
and participation in the Quad?

Nakagawa San : Of course, we keep having
a good economic relations with China as
our biggest trade partner. Actually
speaking, Japan might not be able to survive
without China for a long time, but at the
same time, we are concerned about China in
terms of security situation with China.
Believe me, Chinese Coast Guard’s ships are
coming to our contiguous water area on
daily basis and even violating Japan's
territories. They are threatening us ,
therefore we should be vigilant and be
ready for unexpected situation with them..
And when we talk about QUAD, so let me
tell you this is not a military alliance like
NATO, this was made after Covid-19
pandemic to boost trade and other business
activities among the member countries in
Indo-Pacific region.
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